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INTRODUCTION 


might have been written by the author of 
Fenhy Fair-. 'I'hc allusions, witticisms, and 
nicknames arc by no means cr}-ptic. The tone 
is genial ; the poetry is latent ; the learning 
kept tvell in hand. 

It must strike ever}' reader of these essays 
how many phrases, topical allusions, anecdotes, 
and quotations, now in current use with us in 
journals, in mag.azincs, and even in conversa- 
tion, were first minted by Carlyle. Ever)' 
second phrase of Milton’s LyHcs has passed 
into common speech. And I have been told 
that a ver}' old lady, who through life had 
.abstained on principle from seeing, or even 
reading, a play, when at last taken to witness 
a performance of Hcakt, e.\prcsscd wonder that 
the author should h.avc adopted so many pro- 
verbs and common s.ayings. I can fancy such 
a reader wondering that Carlyle should have 
borrowed so many current “chestnuts”. lit 
these four Essays there are no politics, no 
polemics, not a single rcvolutionai)' diatribe, 
no threat of social cat.aclysm. No reader will 
find his principles offended, be he Tor}' or 
Democrat, evangelist or free-thinker. In these 
few pages, at any rate, he will' find himself in 
s)'mpathetic communion with the chief prose 
thinker of the many-sided \^ictorian era of our 
literature. 
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The first Essay here reprinted is that on 
Goethe, of 1828, or rather one of the five or 
six studies which Carlyle devoted to his great 
German master. It was an attempt, he tells 
us, “ to make some survey of his writings and 
character in general Goethe was ever, 1 
suppose, Carlyle’s chief literary hero — the 
most complete incarnation of Carlyle’s ideals, 
the foreign master whom he did the most to 
make us Englishmen understand. He is never 
wear}' of telling us of the supreme genius of 
Goethe, of all that Goethe did for Germany, 
for modem thought, for truth in art, in philo- 
sophy, in life. And it adds much to the 
interest which these eulogies produce in us, 
that Carlyle was so singularly unlike Goethe 
in temperament, in method, in achievement, in 
purpose; that in some things Carlyle’s esti- 
mate of Goethe would be rejected by Goethe’s 
own disciples abroad, and in many things 
would be doubted by some of us at home. 

His Is no criticism of Goethe’s works. It 
is a summons to us to understand the man. 
It is a portrait of Goethe’s character, a psycho- 
logical anatomy of his mind. It is a life-like 
sketch^ of the living genius, not a critical 
analysis of his poems. It is characteristic of 
Carlyle that he deals with Goethe’s prose far 
more th.m with his verse with Dichtung und 
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Wiihrhth and Wtlhdm Master rather than witn 
Faustf Eg/.’ioat, and Tasso. These, indeed, arc 
hardly mentioned in this Essay. To many 
persons licrc and abroad Goethe spells Faust 
and little else. Now Carlyle, who had scant 
love of mere poetic form, is absorbed in the 
mor.nl and spiritual thoughts iij.'jpoctr}’, rather 
than in its grace and charm.' Accordingly, 
what Carlyle set himself to do was, not to 
praise Goethe’s verse, as to the beauties of 
which mankind arc agreed, but to deliver to us 
something of the moral and spiritual message 
of the prophet Goethe — one of the M.njor 
Prophets (he thinks) of these latter days. 

The Essay on Burns is of the same year, 
1828 — Carlyle’s own tliirly- fourth year, in 
his Craigcnputtock days. It is assuredly one 
of his brightest, heartiest, finest pieces. He 
was then of the same age as Burns at his best; 
like Burns, living in a Lowland Scotch retreat, 
very poor, conscious of genius, indignant at 
neglect, and burning with great thoughts. By 
birth, by circumstances, by creed, by sym- 
pathies — by everything but poetic genius — 
Carlyle was the very man to do justice to 
Burns, to love him, to make us love him, to 
enter into the poet’s soul, to pity his follies, 
to judge his vices, with such pity and such 
judgment as the Recording Angel will show 
vii 
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when he enters the sentence passed m 
Heaven on a noble, erring, misunderstood 
man of genius to whom after a hundred years 
full justice has been done. Carlyle has rarely 
left us a passage more beautiful and more true 
than the opening paragraph of the Essay on 
Bums. It contains this aphorism : “ The in- 
ventor of the spinning-jenny is pretty sure of 
his reward in his omi day; but the uTiter of 
a true poem, like the apostle of a true religion, 
is nearly as sure of the contraty”. Dante, 
Shakespeare, Milton, Bums, are there to testify 
to this — as are St. Paul, Socrates, Comte. One 
must live as long as Kant, Goethe, and Carlyle 
to be fully recognized in life. 

The Essay on Bosar/P s Johnson is also of the 
Craigenputtock time, one of Carlyle’s most 
enthusiastic tributes to one of his typical 
heroes. There are curious analogies between 
the circumstances and lives of Johnson and 
Carlyle, amid broad contrasts of temperament 
and intellect. Johnson was a mass of prose, 
of common sense, of logic, of orthodox con- 
ventions, and social tastes. Carlyle was a 
mystic, a seer, a revolutionist, a hermit, almost 
a 0)^10. Vet the two men met on the field 
of coumgc, independence, sincerity, hatred of 
humbug, and scorn of meanness. And both, 
after a life of toil and neglect, lived to domi- 
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natc in* ihc literature of their time. He who 
wishes to test the humane insight of Carlyle 
into natures w'ith which he had little fellow- 
ship should read his estimate of Boswell along 
with the metallic epigrams of Macaulay on the 
prince of biographers. 

The Essay on Sir Jf'altcr Srott is more criti- 
cal, less generous than the other estimates, in 
many ways to me, at least, disappointing, in 
some ways almost unjust. Yet it is included 
here as being eminently typical of Carlyle, re- 
vealing Carlyle’s nature belter than Scott’s, 
curiously characteristic of Carlyle’s gospel. He 
was no poet; as we saw, he judged poems not 
so much for their poetry as for their ethics. 
He had exalted ideas of the literary mission; 
he had profound scorn of literary trilling and 
literary trading. Now Scott was in all essen- 
tials a poet, a creator of living beings, one of 
the great poets of the world, one to be counted 
along with Shakespeare, Moliire, Cervantes, 
and Fielding. On the other hand, be it said 
with sorrow, he had not that heroic indepen- 
dence of soul which marked Burns, Johnson, 
Carlyle himself. And the decline of this 
splendid genius, of this loveable mass of man- 
hood, into a sordid game and a trumpery 
ambition, this is one of the sorrows of poor 
humanity. In a book, however little, which 
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pretends to give us a specimen of Cartyle, we 
must include some fragment even of his sterner 
moods. 

The salient fact about these four chosen 
Essays of the master is one that is stamped on 
all Carlyle’s work. He ever fixes his piercing 
gaze on the man himself. All the man’s con- 
ventional dignities, his mere outside, his pro- 
testations, his fame and his achievements are 
torn aside. What is the man himself — be he 
poet, songster, romancer, critic, or historian ? 
What has he to teach us? what has he taught 
us to do ? what will he be like when, naked, he 
stands at the Judgment Seat, where no secrets 
are hid ? It is in this way that Carlyle reveals 
to us four great men. And so doing, he re- 
veals himself. 


FREDERIC HARRISON. 
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GOETHE 


all obscure and hieroglyphical as it might often 
seem, failed not to emit here and there a ray 
of keenest and purest sense ; travellers also are 
still running to and fi-o, importing the opinions 
or, at worst, the gossip of foreign countries : 
so that, by one means or another, many of us 
have come to understand, that considerably the 
most distinguished poet and thinker of his age 
is called Goethe, and lives at Weimar, and 
must, to all appearance, be an extremely sur- 
prising character : but here, unhappily, our 
knowledge almost terminates ; and still must 
Curiosit}^ must ingenuous love of Information 
and mere passive Wonder alike inquire ; What 
manner of man is this ? How shall we inter- 
pret, how shall we even see him ? What is his 
spiritual structure, what at least are the out- 
ward form and features of his mind 1 Has he 
any real poetic worth ; how much to his own 
people, how much to us ? 

Reviewers, of great and of small character, 
have manfully endeavoured to satisfy the British 
world on these points : but which of us could 
believe their report ? Did it not rather become 
apparent, as we reflected on the matter, that 
this Goethe of theirs was not the real man, 
nay could not be any real man whatever? For 
what, after all, were their portraits of him but 
copies, with some retouchings and ornamental 
appendages, of our grand English original Pic- 
ture of the German generally ? — In itself such 
a piece of art, as national portraits, under like 
circumstances, arc wont to be ; and resembling 
Goethe, as some unusually expressive Sign of 



GOETHE 

0 

the Saracen’s Head may resemble the present 
Sultan of Constantinople ! • 

Did we imagine that much information, or 
any verj’ deep sagacit)'' were required for avoid- 
ing sudi mistakes, it would ill become us to 
step fonvard on this occasion. But surely 
it is given to cverj' man, if he will but take 
heed, to knotv so much as tvhether or not 
he knows. And nothing can be plainer to us 
than that if, in the present business, we can 
report aught from our own personal vision and 
clear hearty belief, it will be a useful novelty 
in the discussion of it. Let the reader be 
patient mth us then ; and according as he 
finds that we speak honestly and earnestly, or 
loosely and dishonestly, consider our statement, 
or dismiss it as unworthy of consideration. 

Viewed in his merely external relations, 
Goethe exhibits an appearance such as seldom 
occurs in the history of letters, and indeed, 
from the nature of the case, can seldom occur. 
A man who, in early life, rising almost at a 
single bound into the highest reputation over 
all Europe ; bj" gradual advances, fixing himself 
more and more firmly in the reverence of his 
countr)-men, ascends silently through many 
vicissitudes to the supreme intellectual place 
among them ; and now, after half a centuty, 
distinguished by convulsions, political, moral 
and poetical, still reigns, full of years and 
honours, with a soft undisputed sway; still 
labouring in his vocation, still forwarding, as 
with kingly benignity, whatever can profit the 
3 
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culture of his nation : such a man might justly 
attract our notice, were it only by the singu- 
larity of his fortune. Supremacies of this sort 
are rare in modem times ; so universal, and of 
such continuance, they are almost unexampled. 
For the age of the Prophets and Theologic 
Doctors has long since passed away ; and now 
it is by much slighter, by transient and mere 
earthly ties, that bodies of men connect them- 
selves with a man. The wisest, most melodious 
voice cannot in these days pass for a divine one; 
the word Inspiration still lingers, but only in 
the shape of a poetic figure, from which the 
once earnest, awful and soul-subduing sense 
has vanished rvithout return. The polity of 
Literature is called a Republic ; oftcner it is 
an Anarchy, where, by streng^ or fortune, 
favourite after favourite rises into splendour 
and authority, but, like Masaniello, while judg- 
ing the people, is on the third day deposed and 
shot. Nay, few such adventurers can attain 
even this painful pre-eminence : for at most, 
it is clear, any given age can have but one first 
man ; many ages have only a crowd of secondary 
men, each of whom is first in his own eyes : 
and seldom, at best, can the “ Single Person ” 
long keep his station at the head of this wild 
commonwealth ; most sovereigns .are never 
universally acknowledged, least of all in their 
lifetime ; few of the acknowledged can reign 
peaceably to the end. 

Of such a perpetual dictatorship Voltaire 
among the French gives the last European 
inst.mcc ; but even with him it was perhaps 
4 
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a mucli less striking affair, "i^oltaire reigned 
over a sect, less as their lawgiver than as their 
general ; for he was at bitter enmitj’ with the 
great numerical m.ajorit}’ of his nation, by whom 
his sen'ices, far from being acknowledged as 
benefits, were execrated as abominations. But 
Goethe’s object has, at all times, been rather 
to unite than to divide ; .and though he has not 
scrupled, as occasion sen'ed, to speak forth his 
convictions distinctly enough on many delicate 
topics, and seems, in general, to have paid little 
court to the prejudices or private feelings of 
any man or body of men, we see not at present 
that his merits are anj^where disputed, his 
intellectual endeavours controverted, or his 
person regarded otherwise than with affection 
and respect. In later years, too, the advanced 
age of the poet has invested him wdth another 
sort of dignit)' ; and the admiration to which 
his great qualities give him claim is tempered 
into a milder, grateful feeling, almost as of 
sons and grandsons to their common father. 
Dissentients, no doubt, there are and must be ; 
but, apparently, their cause is not pleaded in 
words : no man of the sm.allest note speaks 
on that side ; or at most, such men m.ay ques- 
tion, not the worth of Goethe, but the cant 
and idle .affectation wth which, in many quarters, 
this must be promulgated and bepraised. Cer- 
tainly there is not, probably there never was, 
in any European countrj’-, a writer who, with 
so cunning a style, and so deep, so abstruse 
a sense, ever found so many readers. For, 
from the peasant to the king, from the callow 
5 
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(dilettante and innamorato, to the grave tran- 
scendental philosopher, men of all degrees and 
dispositions are familiar with the writings of 
Goethe : each studies ' them with affection, 
with a faith which, “ w^here it cannot unriddle, 
learns to trust ” ; each .takes tvith him what he 
is adequate to carrj', and departs thankful for 
his own allotment: Two of Goethe’s intensest 
admirers are Schelling of Munich, and a w'orthy 
friend of ours in Berlin ; one of these among 
the deepest men in Europe, the other among 
the shallowest. 

AU this is, no doubt, singular enough ; and 
a proper understanding of it w'ould throw light 
on many things. Whatever we may think 
of Goethe’s ascendency’’, the existence of it 
remains a highly curious fact ; and to trace 
its history, to discover by what steps such 
influence has been attained, and how so long 
preserved, were no trivial or unprofitable in- 
quiry. It rvould be worth while to see so 
strange a man for his own sake ; and here we 
should see, not only the man himself, and his 
own progress and spiritual development, but 
the progress .also of his nation : and this at 
no sluggish or even quiet era, but in times 
marked by strange revolutions of opinions, by 
angry controversies, high enthusiasm, novelty 
of enterprise, and doubtless, in many respects, 
by rapid advancement : for that the Germans 
have been, and still are, restlessly struggling 
forward, with honest unwearied effort, some- 
times with enviable success, no one, w-ho 
knows them, will deny; and as little, that 
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in cvcfy province of Literature, of Art and 
humane accomplishment, the influence, often 
the direct guidance of Goethe may -be recog- 
nised. The history of his mind is, in fact, 
at the same time, the history of German culture 
in his. day:, for whatever excellence this indi- 
vidual might, realise has sooner or later . been 
acknowledged and appropriated by his country; 
and the title of Musagcics, which his admirers 
give him, is perhaps, in sober strictness, not 
unmerited. Be it for good or for evil, there is 
certainly no German, since the days of Luther, 
whose life can occupy so large a space in the 
intellectual history of that people. 

In this point of view, were it in no other, 
Goethe’s Dichimig und Wafirheit, so soon as it 
is completed, may deserve. to be reckoned one 
of his most interesting works. We spe.ak not 
of its literary merits, though in that respect, 
too, we must say that few Autobiographies 
have come in our way, where so difficult a 
matter was so successfully handled ; where 
perfect knowledge could be found united so 
kindly with perfect tolerance ; and a personal 
narrative, moving along in soft clearness, showed 
us a man, and the objects,, that environed him, 
under an aspect so verisimilar, yet so lovely, 
with an air dignified and earnest, yet graceful, 
cheerful, even gay : a story as of a Patriarch 
to his children ; such, indeed, as few men can 
be called upon to relate, and few, if called upon, 
could, relate so well. What would we give for 
such an Autobiography of Shakspeare, of Milton, 
even of Pope or Swift ! 
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The Dichtung und Wahrheit has been censured 
considerably in England ; but not, we are 
inclined to believe, with any insight into its 
proper meaning. The misfortune of the work 
among us vvas, that we did not know the 
narrator before his narrative; and could not 
judge what sort of narrative he was bound 
to give, in these circumstances, or whether 
he was bound to give any at all. We saw 
nothing of his situation ; heard only the sound 
of his voice ; and hearing it, • never doubted 
but he must be perorating in official garments 
from the rostrum, instead of speaking trustfully 
by the fireside. For the chief ground of offence 
seemed to be, that the story was not noble 
enough ; that it entered on details of too 'poor 
and private a nature; verged here and there 
towards garrulity ; was not, in one word, 
written in the style of what we call a geniUman. 
Whether it might be written in the style of 
a man, and how far these two styles might 
be compatible, and what might be their relative 
worth and prcfcrablcness, was a deeper question; 
to which apparently no heed had been given. 
Yet herein lay the very cream of the matter; 
for Goethe tvas not wiring to “persons of 
qu.ilit}'” in England, but to persons of heart 
and head in Europe : a somewhat different 
problem perhaps, and requiring a somewhat 
different solution. As to this ignoblcncss and 
freedom of detail, especially, we may say, that, 
to a German, few accusations could appear 
more surprising than this, which, with us, 
constitutes the head and front of his offending. 
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Gocihc, in his own country, f.ir from being 
accused of undue familiarity towards his readers, 
had, up to that date, been labouring under 
precisely the opposite charge. It was his 
stateliness, his reserve, his indifTercncc, his 
contempt for the public, that were censured. 
Strange, almost inexplicable, as many of his 
works miglu appear; loud, sorrowful and 
.altogether stolid ns might be the criticisms 
they underwent, no word of explanation could 
be wrung from him ; he had never even deigned 
to write a preface. And in later and justcr 
days, when the study of Poetry came to be 
prosecuted in another spirit, and it was found 
that Goethe was standing, not like a culprit 
to plead for himself before the literary plebeians, 
but like a high teacher .and preacher, speaking 
for truth, to whom both plebeians and paiticians 
were bound to give all car, the outward diffi- 
culty of interpreting his works began indeed 
to vanish ; but enough still remained, n.ay 
increased curiosity had given rise to new 
difficulties, .and deeper inquiries. Not only 
what were these works, but how did they 
originate, became questions for the critic. Yet 
several of Goethe’s chief productions, and of 
his smaller poems nearly the whole, seemed 
so intimately interwoven with his private 
history, that, without some knowledge of this, 
no answer to such questions could be given. 
Nay commentaries have been written on single 
pieces of his, endeavouring, by way of guess, 
to supply this deficiency. We can thus judge 
whether, to the Germans, such minuteness 
9 
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to supply this deficiency. We can thus judge 
whether, to the Germans, such minuteness 

9 



GOeXHE 


of exposition in this Dichtuiig und W^krhdt 
may hare seemed a sin. Few readers of 
Goethe, we believe, but would wish ratJier 
to see it extended than curtailed. 

It is our duty also to remark, if any one 
be still unaware of it, that the. Memoirs oj 
Goethe, published some years ago in London, 
can have no real concern with this Autobio- 
graphy.- The rage of hunger is an excuse 
for much ; otherwise that German Translator, 
W'hom indignant Review'ers have proved to 
know wa German, w'ere a highly reprehensible 
man. His work, it appears, is done from the 
French, and shows subtractions, and w’hat is 
w'orse, additions. But the unhappy Dragoman 
has already been chastised, perhaps too sharply. 
If, warring with the reefs and breakers and 
cross eddies of Life, he still hover on this side 
the shadow' of Night, and any word of ours 
might reach him, we w'ould rather say : Cour- 
age, Brother! grow honest, and times will 
mend ! 


It would* appear, then, that for inquirers 
into Foreign Literature, for .all men anxious 
to see and understand the European world 
as it lies around them, a great problem is 
presented in this Goethe ; a singular, highly 
significant phenomenon, and now also means 
more or less complete for ascertaining its sig- 
nificance. A man of w'onderful, nay unex- 
ampled reputation and intellectual influence 
among forty millions of reflective, serious and 
cultivated men, invites us to study him j and 
10 
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to determine for ourselves, whether and how 
far such influence has been salutary, such 
reputation merited. That this call will one 
day be answered, that Goethe will be seen 
and judged of in his real character among 
us, appears certain enough. His name, long 
familiar everywhere, has . now awakened the 
attention of. critics in all European countries 
to his works : he is studied wherever true 
study .exists : eagerly studied even in France ; 
nay, some considerable knowledge of his nature 
and spiritual importance scents already to pre- 
vail there. 

For ourselves, meanwhile, in giving all due 
weight to so curious an exhibition of opinion, 
it is doubtless our part, at the same time, 
to beware that we do not give it too much. 
This universal sentiment of admiration is 
wonderful, is interesting enough ; but it must 
not lead us astray. We English stand as yet 
without the sphere of it ; neither will we 
plunge blindly in, but enter considerately, or, 
if we see good, keep aloof from it altogether. 
Fame, we may understand, is no sure test 
of merit, but only a probability of. such: it 
is an accident, not a property, of a man ; like 
light, it can give little or nothing, but at most 
may show what is given ; often it is but a false 
glare, dazzling the eyes of the vulgar, lending 
by casual extrinsic splendour the brightness 
and manifold. glance of the diamond to pebbles 
of no value. A man is in all cases simply the 
man, of the same intrinsic worth and weakness, 
whether his worth and weakness lie hidden 
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in the depths of his own consciousness, or 
be betrumpeted and beshouted from end to 
end of the habitable globe. These are plain 
truths, which no one should lose sight of; 
though, whether in love or in anger, for praise 
or for condemnation, most of us are too apt 
to forget them. But least of all can it become 
the critic to “ follow a multitude to dp evil ”, 
even when that evil is excess of admiration : 
on the contrary, it will behove him to lift 
up his voice, how feeble soever, how unheeded 
soever, against the common delusion ; from 
which, if he can save, or help to save, any 
mortal, his endeavours will have been repaid. ’ 
With these things in some measure before 
us, we must remind our readers of another 
influence at work in this affair, and one acting, 
as we think, in the contrary direction. That 
pitiful enough desire for “originality”, which 
lurks and acts in all minds, tviU rather, we 
imagine, lead the critic of Foreign Literature 
to adopt the negative than the affirmative with 
regard to Goctlie. If a ^vriter indeed feel that 
he is writing for England alone, invisibly and 
inaudibly.to the rest of the Earth, the temp- 
tations may be pretty equally balanced ; if he 
write for some small conclave, %vhich he mis- 
takenly thinks the representati\'-e of England, 
they maj- sw.iy this w.ay or that, as it chances. 
But writing in such isolated spirit is no longer 
possible. Traffic, with its swift ships, is 
uniting .all nations into one; Europe at large 
is becoming more and more one public; and 
in this public, the voices for Goethe, compared 
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Or perhaps we come nearer our meaning, 
if we say that in Goethe we discover by ftr 
the most striking instance, in our time, of 
a writer who is, in strict speech, what Philo- 
sophy can call a Man. He is neither noble 
nor plebeian, neither liberal nor servile, nor 
infidel nor devotee ; but the best excellence 
of these, joined in pure union; “a clear 
and universal Man Goethe’s poetry is no 
separate faculty, no mental handicraft; but 
the voice of the whole harmonious manhood : 
nay it is the very harmony, the living and 
life-giving harmony of that rich manhood which 
forms his poetry. All good men may be called 
poets in act, or in word ; all good poets are so 
in both. But Goethe besides appears to us 
as a person of that deep endowment, and gifted 
vision, of that experience also and sympathy 
in the ways of all men, which qualify him 
to stand forth, not only as the literary orna- 
ment, but in many respects too as the Teacher 
and exemplar of his age. For, to say nothing 
of his natural gifts, he has cultivated himself 
and his art, he has studied how to live and 
to write, with a fidelity, an unwearied earnest- 
ness, of which there is no other living instance ; 
ofwhich, among British poets especially, Words- 
worth alone offers any resemblance. And this 
ih our view is the result : To our minds, in 
these soft, melodious im.aginations of his, there 
is embodied the Wisdom whicJi is proper to 
tliis time ; the beautiful, the religious Wisdom, 
which may still, with something of its old 
impressiveness, speak to the whole soul ; still, 
*4 
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in these hard, unbelieving utilitarian days, 
reveal to us glimpses of the Unseen but not 
unreal World, that so the Actual and the Ideal 
may again meet together, and clear Knowledge 
be again wedded to Religion, in the life and 
business of men. 

Such is our conviction or persuasion with 
regard to the poctrj' of Goethe. Could we 
demonstrate this opinion to be true, could we 
even exhibit it with that degree of clearness 
and consistency which it has attained in our 
own thoughts, Goethe were, on our part, 
sufficiently recommended to the best attention 
of all thinking men. But, unhappily, it is not 
a subject susceptible of demonstration : the 
merits and characteristics of a Poet arc not 
to be set forth by logic ; but to be gathered 
by personal, and as in this ease it must be, 
by deep and careful inspection of his works. 
Nay Goethe’s world is every way so different 
from ours; it costs us such effort, we have 
so much to remember, and so much to forget, 
before we can transfer ourselves in any measure 
into his peculiar point of vision, that a right 
study of him, for an Englishman, even of 
ingenuous, open, inquisitive mind, becomes 
unusually difficult; for a fixed, decided, con- 
temptuous Englishman, next to impossible. 
To a reader of the first class, helps may be 
given, explanations will remove many a diffi- 
culty ; beauties that lay hidden may be made 
apparent ; and directions, adapted to Jiis actual 
position, will at length guide him into the 
proper track for such an inquiry. All this, 
IS 
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however, must be a work, of progression and 
detail. To do our part in it, from time to 
time, must rank among the best duties of 
an English Foreign Review. Meanwhile, 
our present endeavour limits itself within far 
narrower bounds. We cannot aim to make 
.Goethe known, but only to prove that he 
is worthy of being known ; at most, to point 
out, as it were afrr off, the path b}' which 
some knowledge of him may be obtained. A 
slight glance at his general literary character 
and procedure, and one or two of his chief 
productions xvhich throw light on these, must 
for the present suffice. 

A French diplomatic personage, contem- 
plating Goethe’s physiognomy, is said to have 
observed : Voila tm homme qul a eu bcaucou^ de 
chagrins, A truer version of the matter, Goethe 
himself seems to think, would have been : 
Here is a man who has struggled toughly; 
who has es sich rccht saucr aserdcn lessen. Goethe’s 
life, whether as a writer and thinker, or as 
a living active man, has indeed been a life 
of effort, of earnest toilsome endeavour after 
all excellence. Accordingly, his intellectual 
progress, his spiritu.al and moral histor}', as it 
may be gathered from his successive Works, 
furnishes, unth us, no small portion of the 
pleasure and profit we derive from perusing 
them. Participating deeply in all the influ- 
ences of his age, he has from the first, at every 
new epoch, stood forth to elucidate the new 
circumstances of the time; to offer the instruc- 
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made to blend in soft , harmony with the gaiety, 
the sarcasm, the shrewdness of a ^^oltaire ? 

Goethe’s two earliest works are Go/z von 
BerTichingen and the Sorroios of Werier. The 
boundless influence and popularity they gained, 
both at home and abroad, is well known. It 
was they that established almost at once his 
literary fame in his own country; and eren 
determined his subsequent private history, for 
they brought him into contact with the Duke 
of Weimar ; in connexion with whom, the 
Poet, engaged in manifold duties, political 
as well as literary, has lived for fift}'-four years, 
and still, in honourable retirement, continues 
to live. Their effects over Europe at large 
were not less striking than in Germany. 

• 

“ It would be difficult ”, observes a writer on this 
subject, “ to name two books which have exerdsed 
a deeper influence on the subsequent literature 
of Europe, than these two performances of a young 
author; his first-fruits, the produce of his twenty- 
fourth year, ff'ertcr appeared to seize the hearts 
of men in all quarters of the world, and to utter 
for them the word which they had long been 
waiting to hear. As usually happens, too, this 
same word, once uttered, was soon abundantly 
repeated ; spoken in all dialects, and chaunted 
through all notes of the gamut, till the sound of 
it had grown a weariness rather than a pleasure. 
Sceptical sentimentality, view-hunting, love, friend- 
ship, suicide, and desperation, became the staple of 
literaiy 'vare ; and though the epidemic, aner a 
long course of years, subsided in Germany, it re- 
appeared with various modifications in other coun- 
tries, and cvciywherc abundant traces of its good 
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be denied it. The English reader ought also to 
understand that our current version of Werter is 
mutilated and inaccurate ; it comes to us through 
the all-subduing medium of the French, shorn 
of its caustic strength, with its melancholy ren- 
dered maudbn, its hero reduced from the stately 
gloom of a broken-hearted poet to ’ the tearful 
wrangbng of a dyspeptic tailor.” 

To the same dark tvajtvard mood, which, in 
Werier, pours itself forth in bitter wailings 
over human life ; and, in Bernchingen, appears 
as a fond and sad looking back into the Past, 
belong various other productions of Goethe’s ; 
for example, the M'ttschuldigen, and the first idea 
of Faust, v.'hich, however, was not realised in 
actual composition till a calmer period of his 
history. Of this early harsh and crude, yet 
fervid and genial period, Werter may stand here 
as the representative; and, viewed in its ex- 
ternal and internal relation, tvill help to illus- 
trate both the writer and the public he rvas 
TOating for. 

At the present day, it would be difficult for 
us, satisfied, nay sated to nausea, as we have 
been -nath the doctrines of Sentimentalit}’, to 
estimate the boundless interest which Werter 
must have excited when first given to the 
world. It was then new in all senses; it was 
wonderful, yet wished for, both in its ovai 
country and in everj' other. The Literature of 
Germany had as yet but partially .awakened 
from its long torpor: deep learning, deep 
reflection, have at no time been wanting there ; 
but the creative spirit had for above a centur)' 
20 
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been almost extinct. Of late, however, tlic 
Ramlcrs, Rabeners, Gcllcrts, had attained to 
no inconsiderable poHsli of style ; Klopstock’s 
Mrssii:s had called forth the admiration, and 
perhaps still more the pride, of the coiintrj’, as 
a piece of art ; a high enthusiasm was abroad ; 
Lessing liad roused the minds of men to a 
deeper and truer interest in Literature, had 
even decidedly begun to introduce a heartier, 
warmer and more expressive style. TJic Ger- 
mans were on the alert ; in expectation, or at 
least in full readiness for some far bolder 
impulse; waiting for the Poet that might 
speak to them from the heart to the heart. 
It was in Goethe that such a Poet was to be 
given them. 

N.ay the Literature of other countries, placid, 
self-satisfied as they might seem, was in an 
equally expectant condition. Everywhere, as 
in Germany, there was polish and languor, 
external glitter and internal vacuity ; it was not 
fire, but a picture of fire, at which no soul 
could be warmed. Literature had sunk from 
its former vocation : it no longer held the 
mirror up to Nature ; no longer reflected, in 
many-coloured axpressive sj'mbols, the actual 
passions, the hopes, sorrows, joys of living 
men ; but dwelt in a remote conventional 
world, in Castles of Otranto, in Epigpniads and 
Leonidases, among clear, metallic heroes, and 
white, high, stainless bc.iuties, in whom the 
draper)' and elocution were nowise the least 
important qualities. Men thought it right that 
the heart should swell into magnanimity with 
21 
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Caractacus and- Cato, and mdt into sorrow 
with many an Eliza and Adelaide ; but the heart 
tvas in no baste either to swell or to melt. 
Some pulses of heroical sentiment, a few un- 
natural tears might, with conscientious readers, 
be actually squeezed forth on such occasions : 
but they came only from the surface of the 
mind ; nay, had the conscientious man con- 
sidered of the matter, he would have found 
that tliey ought not to have come at all. Our 
only English poet of the period was Gold- 
smith ; a pure, clear, genuine spirit, had he 
been of depth or strength sufficient : his Vicar 
of Wakefield remains the best of all modem 
Idyls ; but it is and was nothing more. And 
consider our leading nxiters ; consider the 
poetT}' of Gray, and the prose of Johnson. 
The first a laborious mosaic, through the hard 
stiff lineaments of which little life or true 
grace could be expected to look : real feeling, 
and all freedom of e.xpressing it, are sacrificed 
to pomp, to cold splendour ; for vigour we have 
a certain mouthing vehemence, too elegant 
indeed to be tumid, yet essentially foreign to 
the heart, and seen to extend no deeper than 
the mere voice and gestures. Were it not for 
his Letters, which are full of warm exuberant 
power, we might almost doubt whether Gray 
was a man of genius ; nay, was a liwng man 
at all, and not rather some thousand-times 
more cunningly derised poetical turning-loom, 
than that of Swift’s Philosophers in Laputa. 
Johnson’s prose is true, indeed, and sound, 
and full of practical sense : few men have seen 
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more clearly into the motives, the interests, 
the whole walk and conversation of the liwng 
busy world as it lay before: him ; but farther 
than this busy, and, to most of us, rather 
prosaic world, he seldom looked : his instruc- 
tion is for men of business, and in regard to 
matters of business alone. Prudence is the 
highest Virtue he can inculcate ; and for that 
finer portion of our nature, that portion of it 
which belongs essentially ■ to Literature strictly 
so called, where our highest feelings, our htzx. 
joys and keenest sorrows, our Doubt, cur 
Love, our Religion reside, he has no word to 
utter ; no remedy, no counsel to give txs in 
our straits; or at most, if, like poor Bosv/dl, 
the patient is importunate, -will answer; “My 
dear Sir, endeavour to clear your mind of 
Cant.” 

The turn which Philosophical speculation 
had taken in the preceding age corretconded 
with this tendency, and enhanced its narcotic 
influences ; or was, indeed, properlr sneaking 
the root they had sprung fi-om. locce, him- 
self a clear, humble-minded, 
nay religious man, had paved th*- y/-- 
banishing religion firom the weriL 
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seen. Yet who had ever seen it ? Who could 
ever see it? Thus by degrees it passed into 
a Doubt, a Relation, some faint Possibility ; 
and at last into a highly-probable Nonentity- 
Following Locke’s footsteps, the French had 
discovered that “as the stomach secretes Chylcj 
s6 does the brain secrete Thought”. And 
what then was, Religion, what was Poetry, 
what was all high and heroic feeling ? Chiefly 
a delusion; often a false. and pernicious one. 
Poetry, indeed, was still, to be preserved ; be- 
cause Poetry was a useful thing : men needed 
amusement, and loved to amuse themselves 
with Poetry : the playhouse was a pretty lounge 
of an evening; then there were so many pre- 
cepts, satirical, didactic, so much more impres- 
sive for the rhyme; to say nothing of your 
occasional verses, birthday odes, epithalamiums, 
cpicediums, by which “ the dream of existence 
may be so highly sweetened and embellished”. 
Nay, does not Poetry, acting on the imagina- 
tions of men, excite them to daring purposes ; 
sometimes, as in the case of Tyrtaius, to fight 
better ; in which wise may it not rank as 
a useful stimulant to man, along with Opium 
and Scotch Whisky, the manufacture of which 
is allowed by law? In Heaven’s name, then, 
let Poetry be preserved. 

With Religion, however, it fared somewhat 
worse. In the eyes of Voltaire and his 
disciples. Religion was a superfluity, indeed 
a nuisance. Here, it is true, his followers 
have since found that he went too far; that 
Religion, being a great sanction to civil mor- 
24 



GOETHE 


? 

ality,'is of use for keeping society in order, at 
least the lower classes, who have not the feeling 
of Honour in due force ; and therefore, as a 
considerable help to the Constable and Hang- 
man, ought decidedly, to be kept up. But such 
toleration is the fruit only of later days. In 
those times, there was no question but how to 
get rid of it, root and branch, the sooner the 
better. A gleam of zeal, nay we will call it, 
however basely alloyed, a glo\v of real en- 
thusiasm and love of truth, may have animated 
the minds of. these men, as they looked abroad 
on the pestilent jungle of Superstition, and 
hoped to clear tlie earth of it forever. This 
little glow, so , alloyed, so contaminated with 
pride and other poor or bad admixtures, was 
the last whicli thinking men were to experience 
in Europe for a time. So is it alwaj-s in regard 
to Religious Belief, how degraded and defaced 
soever : the delight of the Destroyer and 
Denier is no pure delight, and must soon pass 
away. With' bold, with skilful hand, Voltaire 
set his torch to the jungle : it blazed .aloft to 
he,aven ; and the flame exhilarated and com- 
forted the incendiaries ; but, unhappily, such 
comfort could not continue. Ere long this 
flame, with its cheerful light and heat, was 
gone : the jungle, it is true, had been con- 
sumed ; but, with its entanglements, its 
shelter and its spots of verdure .also ; and the 
black, chill, ashy swamp, left in its stead, 
seemed for a time a greater evil than the other. 

In such a state of painful obstruction, e.x- 
tending itself cver)'whcre over Europe, and 
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alreadj- master of Germany, lay the general 
mind, when Goethe first appeared in Litera- 
ture. Whatever belonged to the finer nature 
of man had \vithered under the Harmattan 
breath of Doubt, or passed away in the con- 
flagration of open Infidelity; and now, where 
the Tree of Life once bloomed and brought 
fruit of goodliest savour, there tt'as only barren- 
ness and desolation. To such as could find 
sufficient interest in the day-labour and day- 
^vages of earthly existence ; in the resources of 
the five bodily Senses, and of ^^anitj', the only 
mental sense which yet flourished, which flour- 
ished indeed nith gigantic vigour, matters were 
still not so bad. Such men helped themselves 
fbrtvard, as they will generally do ; and found 
the world, if not an altogether proper sphere 
(for every man, disguise it as he may, has a 
sou/ in him), at least a tolerable enough place ; 
where, by one item and another, some comfort, 
or show of comfort, might from time to time 
be got up, and these few years, especially since 
they were so few, be spent without much mur- 
muring. But to men afflicted with the “ malady 
of Thought”, some devoutness of temper was 
an inevitable heritage : to such the noisy forum 
of the world could appear but an empty, 
altogether insufficient concern ; and the whole 
scene of life had become hopeless enough. 
Unhappily, such feelings arc yet by no means 
so infrequent with ourselves, that we need stop 
here to depict them. That state of Unbelief 
from which the Germans do seem to be in 
some measure delivered, still presses with incu- 
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bus force on the greater part of Europe ; and 
nation after nation, each in its own way, feels 
that the first of all moral problems is how to 
cast it off, or how to rise above it. Govern- 
ments naturally attempt the first expedient; 
Philosophers, in general, the second. 

The poet, says Schiller, is a citizen not only 
of his countr}-, but of his time. Whatever 
occupies and interests men in general, tvill 
interest him still more. That nameless Un- 
rest, the blind struggle of a soul in bondage, 
that high, sad, longing Discontent, which was 
agitating ever)' bosom, had driven Goethe 
almost to despair. All felt it ; he alone could 
give it voice. And here lies the secret of his 
popularit}'; in his deep, susceptive heart, he 
felt a thousand times more keenly tvhat ever)' 
one was feeling; with the creative gift which 
belonged to him as a poet, he bodied it forth 
into visible shape, gave it a local habitation 
and a name ; and so made himself the spokes- 
man of his generation. Werter is but the cry' 
of that dim, rooted pain, under which all 
thoughtful men of a certain age were languish- 
ing : it paints the miser)', it passionatel)' utters 
the complaint; and heart and voice, all over 
Europe, loudl)' and at once respond to it. 
True, it prescribes no remed)'; for that was 
a far different, far harder enterprise, to which 
other )'ears and a higher culture were required ; 
but even this utterance of the pain, even this 
little, for the present, is ardentl)' grasped at, 
and rvith eager sympath)' appropriated in ever)' 
bosom. If B)'ron’s life-weariness, his mood)- 
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melancholy, and mad stonnful indignation, 
borne on the tones of a wild and quite artless 
melody, could pierce so deep into many a 
British heart, now that the whole matter is no 
longer new, — ^is indeed old and trite, — we may 
judge with what vehement acceptance, this 
JVerter must have been welcomed, coming as 
it did like a voice from unknown regions ; the 
first thrilling peal of that impassioned dirge, 
which, in country after country, men’s ears 
have listened to, till they were deaf to all else. 
For Wetter, infusing itself into the core and 
whole spirit of Literature, gave birth to a race, 
of Sentimentalists, who have raged and wailed 
in every part of the world ; till better light 
dawned on them, or at worst, exhausted Nature 
laid herself to sleep, and it was discovered that 
lamenting was an unproductive labour. These 
funereal choristers, in Germany a loud, haggard, 
tumultuous, as well as tearful class, were named 
the Kraftmanner, or Power-men ; but have all 
long since, like sick children, cried themselves 
to rest. Byron was our English Sentimentalist 
and Power-man ; the strongest of his kind in 
Europe ; the wildest, the gloomiest, and it 
may be hoped the last. P'or what good is it 
to “whine, put finger i’ the eye, and sob”, in 
such a case? Still more, to snarl and snap in 
malignant wise, “like dog distract, or monkey 
sick” ? Why should we quarrel with our exist- 
ence, here as it lies before us, our field and 
inheritance, to make or to mar, for better or 
for worse ; in which, too, so many noblest 
men have, ever from the beginning, tvarring 

28 
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with the ver)’ evils we war with, botli made 
and been what will be venerated to all time ? 

What shapest thou here at tlic World? 'Tis 
shapen long ago; 

The Maker shaped it, hr thought it best even so. 
Thy lot is appointed, go follow its host ; 

Thy journey ’s begun, thou must move and not 
rest ; 

For sorrow and care cannot alter thy case. 

And running, not raging, will win thee the race. 

Meanwhile, of the philosophy which reigns 
in IFerter, and which it has been our lot to 
hear so often repeated elsewhere, we may here 
produce a short specimen. The following 
passage will sen'e our turn ; and be, if we 
mistake not, new to the mere English reader : 

“ That the life of man is but a dream, has come 
into many a head ; and Mth me, too, some feeling 
of that sort is ever at work. When I look upon 
the limits within which man’s powers of action 
and inquiry are hemmed in ; w’hen I sec how all 
effort issues simply in procuring supply for wants, 
which again have no object but continuing this 
poor existence of ours ; and then, that all satisfac- 
tion on certain points of inquirj" is but a dreaming 
resignation, while you paint, with many-coloured 
figures and gay prospects, the walls you sit im- 

f risoned by, — all this, Wilhelm, makes me dumb. 

return to my own heart, and find there such a 
world ! Yet a world, too, more in forecast and 
dim desire, than in vision and living power. And 
then all swims before my mind’s eye.; and so I 
smile, and again go dreaming ow as others do, 
“That children know not what they ■ivaiit, all 
conscientious tutors and ■ education -philosophers 
29 
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have long been agreed : but that full-grown men, 
as well as children, stagger to and fro along this 
earth ; like these, not knowing whence they come 
or whither they go ; aiming, just as little, after true 
objects ; governed just as well by biscuit, cakes 
and birchrods : this is what no one h'kes to believe j 
and yet it seems, to me, the fact is lying under our 
very nose. 

“I will confess to thee, for I know what thou 
wouldst say to me on- this point, that those are the 
happiest, who, like children, live from one day to 
the other, canying their dolls about with them, to 
dress and undressj gliding also, with the highest 
respect, before the drawer where mamma has locked 
the gingerbread ; and, when they do get the wished- 
for morsel, devouring it with puffed-out cheeks, 
and crying. More ! — ^These are the fortunate of the 
earth. Well is it likem'se with those who can 
label their rag-gathering employments, or perhaps 
their passions, with pompous titles, and represent 
them to mankind as gigantic undertakings for its 
welfare and salvation. Happy the man who can 
live in such wise 1 But he tVho, in his humility, 
observes where all this issues, who sees how featly 
any small thriving citizen can trim his patch of 
garden into a Paradise, and with what unbroken 
heart even the unhappy crawls along under his 
burden, and all arc alike ardent to see the light of 
this sun but one minute longer j — yes, he is silent, 
and he too forms his world out of liimsclf, and he 
too is happy because he is a man. And thcn.hcmmed- 
in as he is, he ever keeps in his heart the sweet 
feeling of freedom, and that this dungeon — can be 
left when he likes.” 

What Goethe’s own temper and habit of 
thought must have been, while the materials of 
such a work were forming themselves tvithin 
30 
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his heart, might be in some degree conjectured, 
and he has himself informed us. \Vc quote 
the following passage from his Dichtuug ur.d 
IFdhrhcit. The writing ot Jl'crtcr, it would 
seem, indicating so gloomy, almost desperate 
a state of mind in the author, was at the same 
time a sympton, indeed a cause, of his now 
having got delivered from such melanclioly. 
Far from recommending suicide to others, as 
IFcrUr has often been accused of doing, it was 
the first proof that Goethe himself had aban- 
doned these “ hypochondriacal crotchets” : tlie 
imaginary “ Sorrows” had helped to free him 
from many real ones. 

“ Such weariness of life”, he says, “ has its physical 
and its spiritual causes ; those we shall leave to the 
Doctor, these to the Moralist, for investigation ; 
and in this so trite matter, touch only on the main 
point, where that phenomenon expresses itself most 
distinctly. All pleasure in life is founded on the 
regular return or external things. The alternations 
of day and night, of the seasons, of the blossoms and 
fruits, and whatever else meets us from epoch to epoch 
with the offer and command of enjojmaent, — these 
are the essential springs of earthly existence. The 
more open we are to such enjoyments, the happier 
we feet ourselves ; but, should the vicissitude of 
these appearances come and go without our taking 
interest in it ; should such benignant invitations 
address themselves to us in vain, then follows the 
greatest misery, the heaviest malady ; one grows to 
view life as a sickening burden.' "We have heard 
of the Englishman who hanged himself, to be no 
more troubled with daily putting off and on his 
clothes. I knew an honest gardener, the overseer 
of some extensive pleasure-grounds, who once 
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lakcn unoxpccietUy, the former scUioin j^ves us 
much joy, the latter are continually ijtvin:; us 
sorrow ami liistrcss. InileeJ, here lies the subtlest 
dItHcuUy in Self-knowledge, the ditlicuUy which 
almost remiers it impossible. But hgua% in addition 
to all this, the heat of youthful blood, an imagina- 
tion easily fascinated and paralysed by individual 
objects ; farther, the wavenng commotions of tlie 
day ; ami you will nnd that an impatient striving 
to free oneself from such a pressure was no un- 
natural state. 

“ However, these gloomy contemplations, which, 
if a man yield to them, will lead him to boundless 
lengths, could not have so ilecitletlly developed 
themselves in our young German minds, had not 
some outward cause cxcitcil and forwarded us in 
this sorrowful employment. Such a cause existed 
for us in the Literature, espedaliy the Poetical 
Literature, of England, the great qualities of which 
are accompanied by a certain earnest melancholy, 
which it imparts to every one that occupies himself 
with it. 


“ In such an element, with such an environment 
of circumstances, with studies and tastes of this 
sort ; harassed by unsatisfied desires, externally no- 
where called forth to important action ; with the 
sole prospect of dragging on a languid, spiritless, 
mere civic life, — we had recurred, in our discon- 
solate pride, to the thought that life, when it no 
longer suited one, might be cast aside at pleasure ; 
and had helped ourselves hereby, stinteilly enough, 
over the crosses and tediums of the time. These 
sentiments were so universal, that //vrtcr, on this 
very account, could produce the greatest effect} 
striking-in everywhere with the dominant humour, 
and representing the interior of a sickly youthful 
heart, in a visible and palpable shape. How 
(b35) 33 C 
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pose in execution. When Ajax falls on his sword, 
It is the weight of his body that performs this 
service for him. When the warrior adjures his 
armour-bearer to slay him, rather than that he 
come into the hands of the enemy, this is likewise 
an external force which he secures for himself ; 
only a moral instead of a pliysical one. Women 
seek in the water a cooling for their desperation ; 
and the highly mechanical means of pistol-shooting 
insures a quick act with the smallest effort. Hang- 
ing is a death one mentions unwillingly, because it 
is an ignoble one. In England it may happen 
more readily than elsewhere, because from youth 
upwards you there see that punishment frequent 
without being specially ignominious. By poison, 
by opening of veins, men aim but at parting slowly 
from life ; and the most refined, the speediest, the 
most painless death, by means of an asp, was worthy 
of a Queen, who had spent her life in pomp and 
luxurious pleasure. All these, however, are external 
helps ; are enemies, with which a man, that he may 
fight against himself, makes league. 

“ When I considered these various methods, and 
farther, looked abroad over history, I could find 
among all suicides no one that had gone about this 
deed with such greatness and freedom of spirit as 
the Emperor Otho. This man, beaten indeed as a 
general, yet nowise reduced to extremities, deter- 
mines, for the good of the Empire, which already 
in some measure belonged to him, and for the 
saving of so many thousands, to leave the world. 
With his friends he passes a gay festive night, and 
next morning it is found that with his owa hand 
he has plunged a sharp dagger into his heart. This 
sole act seemed to me worthy of imitation ; and I 
convinced myself that whoever could not proceed 
herein as Otho had done, was not entitled to resolve 
on renouncing life. By this conviction, I saved 
myself from the purpose, or indeed more properly 
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lojr.ilrr ^ <■!' G. life, -:’.J !iuy iiulccxl 

^£f■^c .ij :i;c Juiiu,;, if j-'::;'.;.',''-,. nut Uic 

of ti ; LTiii,^' r!i:c:» with Juc fere- 
tiioU;^;;;, it vitiut!.-, tittic.-, UuTiii^; a jr-erioii of 
no !c^;^ thill tcti ycir,'. Coiii'idcrcvi a.i a ]i!ccc 
of Art, th.erc ivi-A r.iiicli to I’c i.ihl <.)u Mihu'i'x 
ill which, however, lie;. l:cyo:i,i utir {'.'c,ciu 
yurpo.c. We .ire here liKieitii; .it the work 
chiciJy as a Jocutitciu for the writer’s hi.-.tuiy; 
aiivi in lilts v.oinl of view, it cert.i!nly secius, 
as contr.isicJ with i:> more popular prceur^o^, 
to deserve our best .itlcntion : for tlic problem 
wliich h.iil been staled in //V/.Vr, with despair 
of its solution, is here solved. The lofty cn- 
ihusiaam, which, wandering wildly over the 
universe, found no resting place, li.as here 
reached its appointed home ; and lives in har- 
mony with what long appeared to threaten it 
with annihilation. Anarcliv has now become 
Peace; the once glixmiy and perturbed spirit 
is now serene, cheerfully vigorous, and rich in 
good fruits. Neither, which is most important 
of all, has this Peace been attained by a sur- 
render to Necessity, or any compact with 
Delusion ; a seeming blessing, such as years 
and dispiritment will of themselves bring to 
most men, and which is indeed no blessing, 
since even continued battle is better than 
destruction or captivity ; and peace of this 
sort is like that of Galgacus’s Romans, who 
“ c.-illcd it peace when they had made a desert”. 
Here the ardent high-.aspiring youth has grown 
into the calmest man, yet with increase and 
not loss of ardour, and with aspirations higher 
37 
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Ar.tr; fru:n i;-.. literary <>r vlctnerits, 

suc'n i> tSic icnjj'cr of mind v.c ti.icc in 
.’ir.v.Vr, .in.5, more or Vr.--.'* exyre^ vi-.d; cxliiViJcvl, 
in all hi:* later •.vutks. W'c tcedm ii a rare 
phenomenon, tiri.* temper; .in,i wortlry, in oiir 
time:*, if it do cxi.*:, of h.c.*; ;*tnd)’ front .ill 
inquiring jnc:i. l iow h.:;i uticl'. a temper hcca 
attai-ned in thi> ‘>*1 lofty and Impctumui mind, 
once too, dar)t, de^ol ate and full oi'duuht, more 
than any other? Hmv may we, each of us in 
his ecvcral spltcre, attain it, or strc:q;il»en it, 
for our:-e!vcs? 'I'lvcse arc questiutn, this la.^.i is 
a question, in which no one is unconcerned. 

To answer these tjucsiions, to bepin the 
answer of them, would lead us very lar beyond 
our present limits. It is not, as we believe, 
without long, sedulous study, without learning 
much and unlearning much, tliat, for any man, 
the answer of such questions is even to be 
hoped. jMcanwhile, as regards Goethe, there 
is one feature of the business which, to us, 
throws considerable light on his znoral per- 
suasions, and will not, in investigating the 
secret of them, be overlooked. We allude to 
the spirit in which he cultivates his Art ; the 
noble, disinterested, almost religious love with 
which he looks on Art in general, and strives 
towards it as towards the sure, highest, nay 
only good. We extract one passage from 
lyUhclm MdsUr\ it may pass for a piece of 
fine declamation, but not in that light do we 
ofi'er it here. Strange, unaccountable as the 
thing may seem, we have actually evidence 
before our mind that Goethe believes in such 
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vatt 1-: lii? r.i>t .f.’.il ui the fuiuic, Ar.il ihui the 
I’aei tj a tc.iehcr. i jitcj'iic:, a <-1 aral 

mc!i. Ho'V ! I’i'.uu v.ou’ilit tia*c him tlcu'cml 
from h:v hv':.;ht to -.oir-c jal$r\' oceuj-.ition ? Uc 
who i> u-ihiur.i.*!. iihe x Innl, to huver tound the 
worM, to nciilc tm the !i>)ty sutmoitj, to fccil o» 
I’owcri an.! fruit-s 4;.xt,haii:;in;; i:aj!y one buujjii lor 
another, fit ou,;iit a!va to work at tltc like 

OJJ ox ; like a .lo,; t.; train him-.elt to the hartjcvj 
anti drau ;ht ; or j;crhaj», ticii up in a chain, to 
ouanl a I'arm-yatd hy hix lurkiu'.;?’ 

“ Werner, It iitay well he auiijioied, had lijiened 
with the ;:reatcjt iurprij-c. ‘All true,’ he rejoined, 
‘if men were but inatic like binii ; anil, tliuu;tl) 
they neither jpan nor we.ived, could spenti pcacelul 
days in peqielual enjoyment : if, at the approach 
of winter, tlicy coultl as easily betake thetuselves to 
distant re^;ions ; could retire before scarcity, and 
fortify themselves against frost.’ 

“ ‘ Poets have lived so,' cxclaimcit Wilhelm, ‘ in 
limes when true nobleness was better reverenced ; 
anil so should tliey over live. Sulficiently provided 
for within, they had need of little frotn without ; 
the jjift of impartinfj lofty emotions, and {ilorious 
imajjes to men, in melodies and words tliat charmed 
the car, and (ixed themselves inseparably on what- 
ever tliey mifjht touch, of old enraptured the world, 
and served the gifted as a rich inlieritance. At the 
courts of kin^s, at the tables of the great, under the 
windows of tlie fair, the sound of them was heanl, 
while the car and the soul were shut for all beside ; 
and men felt, as we do when delight comes over us, 
and we pause with rapture if, among the dingles 
we are crossing, the voice of the nightingale starts 
out, touching and strong. They found a home in 
every habitation of the world, and the lowliness of 
their condition but exalted them the more. The 
hero listened to their songs, and the Conqueror of 
the Earth did reverence to a Poet ; for he felt that, 
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and in earnest to meditate all this, was no 
common proceeding ; to bring it into practice, 
especially in such a life as his has been, was 
among the highest and hardest enterprises 
which any man whatever could engage in. We 
reckon this a greater novelty, than all the 
novelties which as a mere writer he ever put 
forth, whether for praise or censure. We have 
taken it upon us to say that if such /V, in any 
sense, the state of the case with regard to 
Goethe, he deserves not mere approval as 
a pleasing poet and sweet singer ; but deep, 
grateful study, observance, imitation, as a 
Moralist and Philosopher. If there be any 
probability that such is the state of the case, we 
cannot but reckon it a matter well worthy of 
being inquired into. And it is for this only 
that we are here pleading and arguing. 

On the literary merit and meaning of Wil- 
helm Meister we have already said that we must 
not enter at present. The book has been 
translated into English : it underwent the 
usual judgment from our Reviews and Maga- 
zines ; was to some a stone of stumbling, to 
others foolishness, to most an object of wonder. 
On the whole, it passed smoothly through the 
critical Assaying-house ; for the Assayers have 
Christian dispositions, and very little time ; so 
Meister was ranked, without 'umbrage, among 
the legal coin of the Minerva Press ; and 
allowed to circulate as copper currency among 
the rest. That in so quick a process, a German 
Friedrich (Tor might not slip through unnoticed 
among new and equally brilliant British brass 
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“ Books too have their past happiness, which no 
chance can take away ; 

//'Vr nie set n Brad mit T/irdiien ass, 

JFer nicht die kumtner'vollen Ndc/tte 
Auf seinem Bette nvehte/id sass, 

Der kemit each nicht, ihr hinnnlischen Mdchte. 

“ These heart-broken lines a highly noble-minded, 
venerated Queen repeated in tlie cruellest exile, 
when cast forth to boundless misery. She made 
herself familiar with the Book in which these 
words, ■with many other painful e.xperiences, are 
communicated, and drew from it a melancholy con- 
solation. This influence, stretching of itself into 
boundless time, what is there that can obliterate?” 

Here are strange diversities of taste; “ national 
discrepancies” enough, had we time to investi- 
gate them! Nevertheless, wishing each party 
to retain his own special persuasions, so far as 
they are honest, and adapted to his intellectual 
position, national or individual, we cannot but 
believe that there is an inward and essential 
Truth in Art ; a Truth far deeper than the 
dictates of mere Mode, and which, could we 
pierce through these dictates, would be true for 
all nations and all men. To arrive at this 
Truth, distant from every one at first, approach- 
able by most, attainable by some small number, 
is the end and aim of all real study of Poetr)^ 
For such a purpose, among others, the com- 
parison of English tvith foreign judgment, on 
works that will bear judging, forms no un- 
profitable help. Some day, we may translate 
Friedrich Schlegel’s Essay on Meister, by way 
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cal, economical, coldhearted, altogether Utili- 
tariau character. We English again call Goethe 
a mystic : so difficult is it to please all parties ! 
But the good, deep, noble Novalis made the 
fairest amends; for notwithstanding .all this, 
Tieck tells us, if we remember rightly, he con- 
tinually returned to MeisUr, and could not but 
peruse and reperuse it. 

On a somewhat different ground proceeded 
quite another sort of assault from one Pust- 
hicher of Quedlinburg. Herr Pustkucher felt 
afflicted, it would seem, at the want of Patriot- 
ism and Religion too manifest in and 

determined to take what vengeance he could. 
By way of sequel to the Appreniiceship, Goethe 
had announced his JUlhelx: Mihters IVanJer- 
jahre, as in a state of preparation ; but the book 
still lingered : whereupon, in the interim, forth 
comes this Pustkucher ndth a Pseudo-Z^’j/tairr- 
jdhre of his own ; satirising, according to ability, 
the spirit and principles of the Apprenticeship. 
We have seen an epigram on Pustkucher and 
his IVanderjahre, attributed, with what justice 
we know not, to Goethe himself: whether it 
is his or not, it is tvritten iu his name ; .and 
seems to express accurately enough for such a 
purpose the relation benveen the parties, — in 
language which we had rather not translate ; 

JViU denn -con d^uedlinimrg aus 
Ein neucr Wanderer traben ? 

Hat dsc/i die Walljisch seine Lous, 

Muss auck die nzehu: hahen. 


So much for Pustkucher, and the rest. The 
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Tom ’Jones, than to Spenser’s Fner^ Oucen." 
We have not forgotten what is due to Spenser ; 
yet, perhaps, beside his immortal allegory this 
ITanncrJahre may, in fact, not unfairly be named; 
and with this advantage, that it is an allegory 
not of the Seventeenth century, but of the 
Nineteenth ; a picture full of expressiveness, 
of what men are striving for, and ought to 
strive for, in these actual days. “The scene”, 
we are further told, “ is not laid on this firm 
earth ; but in a fair Utopia of Art and Science 
and free Activity; the figures, light and aeriform, 
come unlooked for, and melt away abruptly, 
like the pageants of Prospero, in his Enchanted 
Island.” We venture to add, that, like Pros- 
pero’s Island, this too is drawn from the inward 
depths, the purest sphere of poetic inspiration ; 
ever, as we read it, the Images of old Italian 
Art flit before us ; the gay tints of Titian ; the 
quaint gr.ace of Domenichino ; sometimes the 
clear yet unfathomable depth of Rafaelle; and 
whatever else we have known or dreamed of 
in that rich old genial world. 

As it is Goethe’s moral sentiments, and 
culture as a man, that we have made our chief 
object in this survey, we would fain give some 
adequate specimen of the Wandetjahre, where, 
as appears to us, these are to be traced in their 
last degree of clearness and completeness. But 
to do this, to find a specimen that should be 
adequate, were difficult, or rather impossible. 
How shall we divide what is in itself one and 
indivisible ? How shall the fraction of a com- 
plex picture give us any idea of the so beautiful 
(b85)" 49 D 
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prcvaiirt!, >vh!ch '.Jvc the uhclc tiny poj'itijtioii 
a peculiar a-peci : he ’.va» alvut to tjucAtiott hij 
attenJant on ihi> {xtint, ^^hcn a 5till jtrattrCcr 
obtercaticn torcvil ujK-n him: all the children, 
how emplovcd lOc^cr, laid t!o«n their work, ami 
turned, with jli: :ular yet iliteric ,;citarc.s towardj 
the party n>iinj pait them i or rather, a\ it wa» 
eaiy to infer, taward» the Ovencer, who wai in it. 
The youn,:rJt laid their arnu crojiwise o\er their 
hrcaits, anvi looked ciiectfully u[> to the rky; those 
of miviiSle jiec he'd their hands on their backs, and 
looke\l smiling on tlic i^round ; the eldest stooil 
witli a frank ami spiritc^l air, — their arms siretchctl 
down, they turncu their heads to the ri^ht, and 
formol themselves into a line ; whereas the others 
kept separate, each where he chancol to be. 

“The riders having stoppeti and dismounted 
here, as several children, in their various modes, 
were standinjp forth to be inspected by the Over- 
seer, Wilhelm asked the mcaninj; of these gestures; 
but Felix struck-in and crietl gaily: ‘What posture 
am I to take then?* ‘Without doubt,’ said the 
Overseer, ‘the first posture: the arms over the 
breast, the face earnest and cheerful towanis the 
sky.’ Felix obeyed, but soon cried: ‘This is not 
much to my taste; I see nothing up there: docs 
it last long? But yes!’ exclaimed he joyfully, 
‘yonder are a pair of falcons flying from the west 
to the cast: that is a good sign too?’ — ‘As thou 
takest it, as thou bchavcsi,’ said the other: ‘Now 
mingle among them as they mingle.’ He gave 
a signal, and the children left their postures, and 
again betook them to work or sport as before.” 

Wilhelm a second time “asks the meaning 
of these gestures ” ; but the Overseer is not 
at liberty to throw much light on the matter ; 
mentions only that they are sjTubolical, “no- 
51 
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“ * Wcll-tormcil healthy chiltla-n,’ a’plio.1 the 
Three, ‘brinjj inucli into the uorlii aloii/j with 
them ; Nature has given to each whatever he 
rcijuircs for time ami duration; to unfold tltis 
is our duty; often it unfolds itself better of its 
own accord. One thing there is, however, which 
no child brings into the world witlt him; and 
yet it is on this one tiling that all depends for 
making man in every point a man. If you can 
discover it yourself, speak it out.’ Wilhelm 
thought a little while, then shook his head. 

“The Three, after a suitable pause, exclaimed, 
‘Reverence!’ Wilhelm seemed to hesitate, 
‘Reverence!’ cried they, a second time. ‘All 
want it, perhaps yourself.’ 

“‘Three kinds of gestures you have seen; and 
we inculcate a threefold reverence, which when 
commingled and formed into one whole, attains 
its full force and effect. The first is Reverence 
for what is Above us. That posture, the arms 
crossed over the breast, the looK turned joyfully 
towards heaven; that is what we have enjoined 
on young children; requiring from them thereby 
a testimony that there is a God above, who images 
and reveals himself in parents, teacher^ superiors. 
Then conics the second; Reverence for what is 
Under us. Those hands folded over the back, 
and as it were tied together; that down-turned 
smiling look, announce that we are to regard the 
earth with attention and cheerfulness; from the 
bounty of the earth we are nourished; the earth 
affords unutterable joys; but disproportionate sor- 
rows she also brings us. Should one of our children 
do himself external hurt, blamably or blamelessly; 
should others hurt him accidentally or purposely; 
should dead involuntary matter do him hurt; then 
let him well consider it; for such dangers will 
attend him all his days. But from this posture 
we delay not to free our pupil, the instant we 
53 
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sense which must be communicatetl to liis nature; 
which only in some favoured individuals unfohls 
itself spontaneously, who on this account loo have 
of old oeen looked upon as Saints and Gods. Here 
lies the worth, here lies the business of all true 
Religions, whereof there are likewise only three, 
according to the objects towards which they direct 
our devotion.' 

“The men paused; Wilhelm reflected for a time 
in silence; but feeling in himself no pretension 
to unfold these strange words, he rei) nested the 
Sages to proceed with their exposition. They 
immediately complied. ‘ No Religion that grounds 
itself on fear,’ said they, ‘is regarded among us. 
With the .reverence to which a man should give 
rlominion in his mind, he can, in paying honour, 
keep his own honour; he is mot disunited with 
himself as in the former case. The Religion 
which depends on Reverence for what is Above 
us, we denominate the Ethnic; it is the Religion 
of the Nations, and the first happy deliverance 
from a degrading fear: all Heatnen rebgions, 
as we call them, are of this sort, whatsoever names 
they may bear. The Second Religion, which 
founds itself on Reverence for what is Around us, 
we denominate the Philosophical; for the Philoso- 
pher stations himself in the middle, and must draw 
down to him all that is higher, and up to him all 
that is lower, and only in this medium condition 
does he merit the title of Wise. Here as he surveys 
with clear sight his relation to his equals, and 
therefore to the whole human race, his relation 
likewise to all other earthly circumstances and 
arrangernents necessary or accidental, he alone, 
in a cosmic sense, lives in Truth. But now we 
have to speak of the Third Religion, grounded on 
Reverence for what is Under us: this we name the 
Christian; as in the Christian Religion such a 
temper is the most distinctly manifested: it is a 
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open on one side, and stretching round a 
spacious, gay, flowery garden It is a beau- 
tiful figurative representation, by pictures and 
symbols of Art, of the First and Second Re- 
ligions, the Ethnic and the Philosophical ; for 
the former of which the pictures have been 
composed from the Old Testament ; for tlic 
latter from the New, We can only make 
room for some small portions. 

“ ‘ I obsene,’ said Wilhelm, ‘ you have done 
the Israelites the honour to select their history 
as the groundwork of this delineation, or rather 
you have made it the leading object there.’ 

“‘As you sec,’ replied the Eldest; ‘for you will 
remark, that on the socles and friezes we have 
introduced another series of transactions and oc- 
currences, not so much of a synchronistic as of 
a symphronistic kind; since, among all nations, 
we discover records of a similar import, and 
grounded on the same facts. Thus you perceive 
here, while, in the main field of the picture, 
Abraham receives a visit from his gods in the torm 
of fair youths, Apollo among the herdsmen of 
Admetus is painted above on the frieze. ‘ From 
which we may learn, that the gods, when they 
appear to men, are commonly unrecognised of 
them.’ 

“The friends walked on. Wilhelm, for the 
most part, met \vith well-known objects; but they 
were here exhibited in a livelier, more expressive 
manner, than he had been used to see them. On 
some; few matters he requested explanation, and 
at last could not help returning to his former 
question: ‘Why the Israelitish history had been 
chosen in preference to all others?’ 

.“The Eldest answered: ‘Among all Heathen 
57 
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listorical delineation of them would have lain 
vithout the limits ot true An. 

“ At this point, the K^^llerj* abruptly terminated 
n a closed door, and Wilhelm was sunirised to 
ee himself already at the end. ‘ In your Kistorical 
cries,’ said he, ‘I find a chasm. You have de- 
itroyed the Temple of Jerusalem, and dispersed 
he people; yet you have not introduced the divine 
Vlan who taught there shortly before; to whom, 
ihortly before, they would give no ear.’ 

‘“To have done this, as you require it, would 
have been an error. The life of that divine Man, 
whom you allude to, stands in no connexion with 
the general histor}' of the world in his time. It 
was a private life, his teaching was a teaching for 
individuals. What has publicly befallen vast 
masses of people, and the minor parts which 
compose them, belongs to the general History 
of the World, to the general Religion of the World; 
the Religion we have named the First. What 
inwardly befalls individuals belongs to the Second 
Religion, the Philosophical: such a Religion was 
it that Christ taught and practised, so long as he 
went about on Earth. For this reason, the external 
here closes, and I now open to you the internal.’ 

“ A door went back, and they entered a similar 
gallery; where Wilhelm soon recognised a cor- 
responding series of Pictures from the New Testa- 
ment. They seemed as if by another hand than 
the first: all was softer; forms, movements, accom- 
paniments, light and colouring.” 

Into this second g.allery, with its strange 
doctrine about “ Miracles and Parables ”, the 
characteristic of the Philosophical Religion, 
we cannot enter for the present, yet must 
give one hurried glance. Wilhelm expresses 
some surprise that these delineations terminate 
S9 
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This seems to us to have “a deep, still 
meaning ” ; and the longer and closer we 
examine it, the more it pleases us. Wilhelm 
is not admitted into the shrine of the Third 
Religion, the Christian, or that of which 
Christ’s sufferings and death were the symbol, 
as his walk and conversation had been the 
symbol of the Second, or Philosophical Reli- 
gion. “ That last Religion ”, it is- said, — 

‘“That last Religion, which arises from the 
Reverence of what is Beneath us ; that veneration 
of the contradictory, the hated, the avoided, we 
give to each of our pupils, in small portions, by 
way of outfit, along with him into the world, 
merely that he may know where more is to be had, 
should such a want spring up within him. I invite 
you to return hither at the end of a year, to attend 
our general Festival, and see how far your son 
is advanced; then shall you be admitted into the 
Sanctuary of Sorrow.’ 

‘“Permit me one question,’ said Wilhelm: ‘as 
you have set up the life of this divine Man for 
a pattern and example, have you likewise selected 
his suiferings, his death, as a model of e.\alted 
patience?’ 

“‘Undoubtedly we have,’ replied the Eldest. 
‘Of this we make no secret; but we draw a veil 
over those sufferings,, even because we reverence 
them so highly. We hold it a damnable audacity 
to bring forth that torturing Cross, and the Holy 
One who suffers on it, or to e.xpose them to the 
light of the Sun, which hid its face when a reckless 
world forced such a sight on it; to take these 
mysterious secrets, in which the divine depth of 
Sorrow lies hid, and play with them, fondle them, 
trick them out, and rest not dll the most reverend 
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GoclKc'.' v\u’. yu:';!-!;* J in hi> 

'-tvcniy-ieiO’.'.n %e4r; //Vr.vr m in> twcn’.y- 
duh : ihn;. in Vci’.vccn thevn: f.M) \vork$, 

ir.vi uVer J v. hiv'li ntauvih r.cJrly 

niii3-v.\iy, •.■*;: li^vc ijl-iu ci over a vjuve of .vlinos: 
nf;y yenr,', incluJinj; '.vithin them, of cour.tc, 
'.vhatever Wau mu:,; iinyori.in; in hia jnihlir 
or private history. By mc.ina of thc.sc (juoja- 
tior.a, so diverse in tlicir lone, uc inc.uu to 
make it visible tiui a vhanijc iud taken 

place in the moral dispoaiiion of the nun ; 
a change from outward imprisonment, doubt 
and discontent, into freedom, belief and clear 
activity ; such a change as, in our opinion, 
must take place, more or less consciously, 
in ever)' character that, especially in these 
times, attains to spiritual manhood; and in 
characters possessing any thoughtfulness and 
sensibility, will seldom take place without 
a too painful consciousness, without bitter 
conflicts, in which the character itself is too 
often maimed and impovcrisiied, and which 
end too often not in victory, but in defeat, 
or fatal compromise with the enemy. Too 
often, we may well say ; for though many 
gird on the harness, few bear it warrior-like ; 
still fewer put it off with triumph. Among 
63 
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she rerJ.er ’.vill learn, who studies his writings 
with such attention as they merit : and by 
no other means. Of Goethe’s dramatic, lyrical, 
didactic poe.ms, in their thousaisdfold expressive- 
ness, for they ore full of expressiveness, we can 
here say nothing. But in cvciy department 
of Literature, of Art ancient and modern, in 
many provinces of Science, we shall often 
meet him ; and hope to have other occasions 
of estimating what, in these respects, we and 
all men owe him. 

Two circumstances, meanwhile, we h.ivc 
remarked, which to us throw light on the 
nature of his original faculty for Poetrj’, and 
go far to convince us of the Mastery he has 
attained in that art: these we may here state 
briefly, for the judgment of such as already 
know his writings, or the help of such as are 
beginning to know them. The first is, his 
singularly emblematic intellect ; his perpetual 
never-6iling tendency to transform into shape^ 
into fife., the opinion, the feeling that may 
dwell in him ; which, in its widest sense, 
we reckon to be essentially the grand problem 
of the Poet. We do not mean mere metaphor 
and rhetorical trope: these are but the exterior 
concern, often but the scaffolding of the edifice, 
which is to be built up (within our thoughts) 
by means of them. In allusions, in simili- 
tudes, though no one known to us is happier, 
many arc more copious, than Goethe. But 
we find this facult)* of his in the verj-- essence 
of his intellect ; and trace it alike in the quiet, 
cunning epigram, the allegory, the quaint device, 
(b8s) 6s - : - ^ ■ • E 
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rccion this to I'f the ch,ir.ictcristic of a Master 
in Art of any .■■uti; and true especially of 
all great Poets, I low true is it of Sh.ikspcarc 
.and Homer 1 Who knows, or can figure what 
the Man Shakspearc was, by the first, by the 
twentieth, perusal of his works J He is a 
\'^oice coming to us from the Land of Melody: 
his old brick dwelling-place, in the mere earthly 
burgh of Stratford-on-Avon, oilers us the most 
inexplicable enigma. And what is Homer in 
the llicsi He is tjie wit.vess ; he ]jas seen, 
and he reveals it ; we hear and believe, but do 
not behold him. Now compare, with these 
two Poets, any other two; not of equal genius, 
for there arc none such, but of equal sincerity, 
who wrote as earnestly, and from the heart, 
like them. Take, for instance, Jean Paul and 
Lord Byron. The good Richter begins to 
show himself, in his broad, massive, kindly, 
quaint significance, before we have read many 
pages of even his slightest work ; and to the 
last, he paints himself much better than his 
subject. Byron may also be said to have 
painted nothing else than himself, be his sub- 
ject what it might. Yet as a test for the 
culture of a Poet, in his poetical capacity, for 
his pretensions to mastery and completeness 
in his art, we cannot but reckon this among 
the surest. Tried by this, there is no living 
writer that approaches within many degrees 
of Goethe. 

Thus, it would seem, we consider Goethe 
to be a richly educated Poet, no less than 
a richly educated Man ; a master both of 
67 
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and inquisitive intellect, the ■wildest and deepest 
imagination; the highest thrills of joy, the bitterest 
pangs of sorrow: all these are his, he is not theirs. 
While he moves ever}' heart from its steadfastness, 
his O'lNTi is firm and still: the words that search 
into the inmost recesses of our nature, he pro- 
nounces with a tone of coldness and equanimity; 
in the deepest pathos he weeps not, or his tears 
are like water trickling from a rock of adamant. 
He is king of himself and of his world; nor does 
he rule it like a vulgar great man, like a Napoleon 
or Charles the Twelfth, by the mere brute e.Ker- 
tion of his will, grounded on no principle, or on a 
false one: his faculties and feelings are not fettered 
or prostrated under the iron sway of Passion, but 
led and guided in kindly union under the mild 
sway of Reason; as the fierce primeval elements 
of Chaos were stilled at the coming of Light, 
and bound together, under its soft vesture, into 
a glorious and beneficent Creation. 

“This is the true Rest of man; the dim aim 
of every human soul, the full attainment of only 
a chosen few. It comes not unsought to any; but 
the wise are \vise because they think no price too 
high for it. Goethe’s inu-ard home has been 
reared by slow and laborious efibrts; but it stands 
on no hollow or deceitful basis; for his peace is not 
from blindness, but from clear Hsion; not from 
uncertain hope of alteration, but from sure insight 
into what cannot alter. His world seems once 
to have been desolate and baleful as that of the 
darkest sceptic: but he has covered it anew with 
beauty and solemnity, derived from deeper sotuces, 
over which Doubt can have no sway. He has 
inquired fearlessly, and fearlessly searched out 
and denied the False; but he has not forgotten, 
what is equally essential and infinitely harder, to 
search out and admit the True. His heart is still 
full of wannth, though his head is clear and cold; 
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their itylc i* referred to by native critici aj t!ic 
hi^licit ijK’cimcn of tiie Get man ioiij;ue. 

“ But Gixtlieb cultuic uj a writer ij jicrhaps lew 
remarkable than hi> culture as a man. He has 
Icarnal not in head only, but also in heart j not 
from Art and Literature, but also by action ami 
passion, in the ru;ti;ed school of Experience. If 
asked what was the (jrand characteristic of his 
writing's, we should not say knowlcdt;c, but wisilom. 
A mind that has seen, ami sutfcteil, ami tionc, 
speaks to us of what it has tried and conij^uercd. 
A gay delineation will give us notice ol dark 
and toilsome experiences, of business done in the 
great deep of the spirit; a maxim, trivial to tlic 
careless eye, will rise with light and solution 
over long perplexeti periods of our own histor)'. 
It is thus inat heart speaks to heart, that the lil'c 
of one man becomes a possession to all. Here 
is a mind of the most subtle and tumultuous 
elements; but it is governed in peaceful diligence, 
and its impetuous and ethereal faculties work softly 
together for gooil and noble ends. Goethe may be 
called a Philosopher; for he loves and has practised 
as a man the wisdom which, as a poet, he in- 
culcates. Composure and cheerful seriousness seem 
to breathe over all his character. There is no 
whining over Iiuman woes; it is understood that 
we must simply all strive to alleviate or remove 
them. There is no noisy battling for opinions; 
but a persevering effort to make T ruth lovely, and 
recommend her, by a thousand avenues, to the 
hearts of all men. Of his personal manners we 
can easily believe the universal report, as often 
given in the way of censure as of praise, that he 
is a man of consummate breeding and the stateliest 
presence: for an air of polished tolerance, of courtly, 
we might almost say, majestic repose and serene 
humanity, is visible throughout his works; In 
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knowledge, in which, perhaps, it docs Voltaire 
wrong, the two cannot be compared. Goethe 
is all, or the best of all, that Voltaire was, and 
he is much that Voltaire did not dream of. To 
say nothing of his dignified and truthful character 
as a man, he belongs, as a thinker and a writer, 
to a far higher class than this enfant gate du monJe 
qu’il gdta. He is not a questioner and a despiser, 
but a teacher and a revercncer; not a destroyer, 
but a builder-up 9 not a wit only, but a wise man. 
Of him Montesquieu could not have said, with 
even epigrammatic truth: II a plus que personae 
r esprit que tout le monde a. Voltaire is the clc-verest 
of all past and present men; but a great man is 
something more, and this he surely was not.” 

Whether this epigram, which we have seen 
in some Biographical Dictionary, re.ally belongs 
to Montesquieu, we know not; but it does 
seem to us not tvholly inapplicable to Voltaire, 
and at all events, highly expressive of an 
important distinction among men of talent 
generally. In fact, the popular man, and the 
man of true, at least of great originality, are 
seldom one and the same ; we suspect that, 
till after a long struggle on the part of the 
latter, they are never so. Reasons are obvious 
enough. The popular man stands on our 
own level, or a hairsbreadth higher ; he shows 
us a truth which we can see without shifting 
our present intellectual position. This is a 
highly convenient arrangement. The original 
man, again, stands above us ; he wishes to 
wrench us from our old fixtures, and elevate 
us to a higher and cle.arer level : but to quit 
our old fixtures, especially if we have sat in 
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jack him i Doubtless, he is right ; doubtless, 
ae is a clever man ; and his praise will long 
ae in all tlte Magazines. 

Clever men are good, but they are not the 
best. “The instruction they can give us is 
like baked bread, savoury and satisfying for a 
single day”; but, unhappily, “flour cannot be 
sown, and seed-corn ought not to be ground ”, 
VVe proceed with our Critic in his contrast 
□f Goethe with Voltaire. 

“ As poets," continues he, “ the two live not 
in the same hemisphere, not in the same world. 
Of Voltaire’s poetry, it were blindness to deny the 
polished, intellectual vigour, the logical symmetry, 
the flashes that from time to time give it the colour, 
if not the warmth, of fire; but it is in a for other 
sense than this that Goethe is a poet; in a sense 
of which the French literature has never afforded 
any example. We may venture to say of him, 
that his province is high and peculiar; higher than 
any poet but himself, for several generations, has 
so for succeeded in, perhaps even has steadfastly 
attempted. In reading Goethe’s poetry, it per- 
petually strikes us that we are reading the poetry 
of our own day and generation. No demands are 
made on our credulity; the light, the science, 
the scepticism of our age, is not hid from us. 
He does not deal in antiquated mythologies, or 
ring changes on traditionary poetic fonns; there 
Me no supernal, no infernal influences, — for Faust 
is an apparent, rather than a real exception; but 
there is the barren prose of the nineteenth century, 
the vulgar life which we are all leading, and it starts 
into strange beauty in his hands, and we pause 
m delighted wonder to behold the flowerage of 
poesy blooming in that parched and rugged soil. 
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.'tc j'.:', ijoi’iJlic ■• Jc.'o;r <•!> 

ill... \ i.i. Tjii:. i- ot clcif to o,:i civc’, 

Uu', in tc j'crt u> y^Kiry Ica !, v.c <*.tt 
thini. 'AC iionlil inJ>.c li clr^r lu i.<:;icr tn.cn. 
In !;;c pi^cc, at ull event , it i . a ntucii 
•‘•.hjllo'.vcr .inJ tnofc i^nolJc r<v'i;j’a:ion to 
detect faults tiun to di-.-cover Vc.iutic;*, 'flic 
“critic .‘iy ■', ii it do hat aliyjii on any plinth 
or rintt’.c toniicc of a brave ;-iatcly huiKiin;;, 
-lull be able to declare, '.vith it;» li.ilf-inch 
vision, that here i> a :.pcc»;, and there an 
inequality; that, in liict, thii and the other 
individual stone are nr»tvise as they shouUl be ; 
for all this the “critic fly” will be suirtcicnt: 
but to take in the fair relations of the Whole, 
to see the building as one object, to estimate 
its purpose, the adjustment of its parts, and 
their harmonious cooperation towards that 
purpose, will require the eye and the mind 
of a Vitruvius, or a Palladio. Hut farther, 
the faults of a poem, or other piece of art, 
as we view them at first, will by no means 
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nature of things at large; with the universal 
principles of poetic beauty, not as they stand 
written in our text-books, but in the hearts 
and imaginations of all men. Does the answer 
in cither case come out unfavourable ; was 
there an inconsistency between the means and 
the end, a discordance between the end and 
truth, there is a fault : was there not, there 
is no fault. 

Thus it would appear that the detection 
of faults, provided they be faults of any depth 
and consequence, leads us of itself into that 
region where also the higher beauties of the 
piece, if it have any true beauties, essentially 
reside. In fact, according to our view, no 
man can pronounce dogmatically, with even 
a chance of being right, on the faults of a 
poem, till he has seen its very last and highest 
beauty ; the last in becoming visible to any 
one, which few ever look after, which indeed 
in most pieces it were very vain to look after ; 
the beauty of the poem as a Whole, in the 
strict sense ; the clear view of it as an indi- 
visible Unity ; and whether it has grown up 
naturally from the general soil of Thought, 
and stands there like a thousand-years Oak, 
no leaf, no bough superfluous; or is ntJthip;^ 
but a pasteboard Tree, cobbled together 
of size and waste-paper and water-cpjve; ;• 
altogether unconnected with the spi; 
Thought, except by mere juxtappsitip; 
at best united with it by some def^-iypp 
and dead boughs, which the more i : 
Decorationist (as in your Histpih, 
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the reader to believe, on our word, that we do 
not reckon tltcm unanswerable, nay that we 
reckon them In general the most answerable 
things in the world ; and things which even 
a little increase of knowledge will not fail 
to. answer without other help. 

For furthering such increase of knowledge 
on this matter, may we beg the reader to accept 
two small pieces of advice; which we ourselves 
have found to be of use in studying Goethe. 
They seem applicable to the study of Foreign 
Literature generally; indeed to the study of all 
Literature that deserves the name. 

The first is, nowise to suppose that Poetry 
is a superficial, cursory business, which may 
be seen through to the very bottom, so soon 
as one inclines to cast his eye on it. We reckon 
it the falsest of all maxims that a true Poem 
can be adequately tasted ; can be judged of “ as 
men judge of a dinner”, by some internal 
tongue, that shall decide on the matter at once 
and irrevocably. Of the poetry which supplies 
spouting - clubs, and circulates in circulating 
libraries, we speak not here. That is quite 
another species; which has circulated, and will 
circulate, and ought to circulate, in all times; 
but for the study of which no man is required 
to give rules, the rules being already given by 
the thing itself. We speak of that Poetry 
which Masters write, which aims not at “ fur- 
nishing a languid mind with fantastic shows 
and indolent emotions”, but at incorporating 
the everlasting Reason of man in forms visible 
to his Sense, and suitable to it: and of this we 
( B 8s ) 8r F 
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co;nr'.:‘.c; and ir.(]u;:c nriihcf afier the True 
v\or ihc Fa’icc, '.'.ur the Ilii;h nor the I^ccp, 
but simply after wiiat is prujutrtloijcd to thcin- 
sclvc.'.*’ 

Our ^ccond advice nc shall state in lew 
words. I; is, to rctr.cnticr that a Foreigner 
is no Knglisliman; th.at in judging .t turcign 
wou, it is not cnt)ugii to ask whether it i.s 
suitable to our but whether it is suitable 

to foreign rr.;,-;//; al>ovc .*.!!, whether it is suit- 
able to tiJi'I/. 'rite tairncss, the necessity of 
this can need no demonstration; yet how often 
do we find it, in practice, .altogether neglected ! 
We could fancy we saw some Ilond - street 
'I'ailor criticising the costume of an ancient 
Greek; censuring the highly improper cut of 
collar and lappcl; lamenting, indeed, that collar 
and lappcl were nowhere to be seen. He pro- 
nounces the costume, easily and decisively, to 
be a barbarous one: to know whether it is a 
barbarous one, and how barbarous, the judg- 
ment of a Winkelmann might be required, and 
he would find it hard to give a judgment. 
For the questions set before the two were 
radically different. The Fr.action asked him- 
self ; How will this look in Almacks, and be- 
fore Lord Mahogany ? The Winkelmann asked 
himself: How will this look in the Universe, 
and before the Creator of Man ? 

Whether these remarks of ours may do any- 
thing to forward a right appreciation of Goethe 
in this country, we know not; neither do we 
reckon this last result to be of any vital im- 
portance. Yet must we believe that, in rccom- 
83 



•uoi4H[nuj3 Xqjwtf uj ‘jp jo 3S3q 3J3M jeijm 

‘put ‘3DU3JCA3J 3J3DUIS UX ‘aSpajMOUJJ JE3p UT 

pu3 aapuoM snSEA puE ijx jo XDsdssj ux .uxsp 

-IJTJ3 ox SOEjd 3Ai3 IJIAA lUSpnEJXapQ U3t{A\ ijo 
p 3 J|[Ej SE ipM SE ‘xpj puE paiptxjs sq jjiAA 3 jnx 
-EJ3X[^ 3|qou xugpuE UMO jno usqM acnoD qiAx 
auiq atpj : axEdpqJEd xsnxu ooj sm sDnanqni 
siqj UJ "XT JO ootxoEjd 3XJX m .‘Xpnxs stjx ui 
osodjnd XS3UJE3 3JOUI ‘jojnd e adojug jsao 
pEOjqE SI x-iy -loj ^tiipaj jadaap y uaqxouE put 
SUE3IU auo Aq ‘sAsipq 3m se ‘aq jjiaa xi pauiEXXE 
‘paxoxuojg •xoafqo ue qons axotuoid pjnoo sjno 
JO sxjqjo /uE XEqx . ox 3A\ ojsm. Addvq 
puE ijpsxi ijxaoj JO Xpnxs janjx e puaxutnooaj 
ox XJEd Jno Suiop 3 JE 3 AA ‘ 3 qj 3 O 0 Suipuaui 


3H130O 





Burns 


[iS.S] 

l:i the r.iuvlcru .irrjngcmciu,-. ot society, it 
is no unconunuii thinj; tli.n .t nun ol jjcniua 
ntUjt, li!;c I’ui'.cr, “ .tsi; tor bread and receive 
a uone”; for, in i.pitc of our grand maxim of 
supply and demand, it i^ by no means tlie 
liighosi excellence that men arc most forward 
to recognise. ’The inventor of a^ spinning- 
jenny is pretty sure of his reward in Ids own 
d.ay; but the writer of a true poem, like the^ 
apostle of a true religion, is nearly as sure ol 
the contrary. We do not know wliether it is 
not an aggravation of the injustice, that there 
is generally a posthumous retribution. Robert 
Hums, in the course of Nature, miglit yet have 
been living; but his short life was spent in 
toil and penury; and he died, in the prime of 
his m anhood, miserable and neglected: and yet 
already a brave mausoleum shines over his dust, 
and more than one splendid monument has 
been reared in other places to his fame; the 
street where he languished in poverty is called 
by his name; the highest person.agcs in our 
literature have been proud to appear as his. 
commentators and admirers; and here is the 
85 
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than he avoucJ lo his ^cal^cr^, or even n> him- 
self; yci he cvxrywhcrc iiUroJuces lilm with 
•1 certain patroniiing, apologetic air; as if the 
polite public might think it strange and half 
unwarrantable tlut he, a man of science, a 
scholar and gentleman, should do such honour 
to a rustic. In all this, however, we readily 
admit that his fault was not want of love, but 
weakness of faith; and regret that the first and 
kindest of all our poet’s biographers should not 
h.ave seen farther, or believed more boldly what 
S7 
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man's. However, the spirit of the work is 
throughout caiuliJ, tolerant .ami anxiously con- 
ciliating; compliments .ami prai.scs .ire liberally 
tiistributed, on all hatuls, to great anJ small; 
3nd, as Mr. Morris Uirkbcck observes of the 
society in the b.ackwooJs of America, “ tlie 
courtesies of polite life arc never lost sight of 
for a moment”. But there are better tilings 
than these in the volume; and we can safely 
testily, not only tliat it is easily and pleasantly 
read a first time, but m.ay even be without 
diinculty read again. 

‘Nevertheless, we are far from thinking that 
the problem of Burns's Biography has yet been 
adequately solved. We do not allude so much 
to deficiency of facts or documents, — though 
of these we arc still every day receiving some 
fresh accession, — as to the limited and imper- 
fect application of them to the great end of 
Biography. Our notions upon this subject 
may perhaps appear extravagant; but if an in- 
dividual is really of consequence enough to 
have his life and character recorded for public 
remembrance, we have always been of opinion, 
that the public ought to be made acquainted 
with all the inward springs and relations of his 
character. How did the world and man's life, 
from his particular position, represent them- 
selves to his mind f How did coexisting cir- 
cumstances modify him from without; how did 
he modify these from within ? With what 
endeavours and what efficacy rule over them; 
with what resistance and what suffering sink 
under them? In one word, what and how pro- 
89 
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iilJtU;;, A, i; were, in (f.e iniJ. t of .> I'ounJIoLi 
3fieiu3 in.J !ii-,;...'.i:'.c, !i!!nJ •.•. i:ii .)!! tile wc.ipoii.i 
aiui cn^ijic, v/iiicii nun*;* r>l.i!l li.i;- been .il>lc 
to Jcvj-.c ffonj the c.irlic;.t time; .imi lie workt*. 
3i;curJi!jj,jJ7^ v.'ith .i utrciK’.th borruwcvl iroin all 
P-tij ayc3. IJov.' liiticrciit !;■ /;// S'latc wlio 
itanda un ilic oiit;-iiic of ih.il atorchou.-ic, and 
tiu: it i j^iie;. niusi he atonned, or remain 
forever ihui ajjainai idm ! i liu means .ire liic 
‘-‘oinmoncsl and rudcsi; tlic mere work done is 
»o mc.isurc of his sirenyth. A dwarf behind 
‘"‘S steam-engine may remove mountains; but 
no dwarf will Iicw them down with the pickn.xe; 
and he must be a Titan that liurls them abro.ad 
'■’’ith his arms. 

B is in tliis last shape that Hums presents 
Horn in an age the most prosaic 
Hritain ],ad yet seen, and in a condition the 
most disadvantageous, where his mind, if it 
01 
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exposition rather than ;Klnnration tliai our 
readers require of us here; and yet to avoid 
some tendency to that side is no eas) matter. 
We love Burns, and we pity him; and love and 
pity are prone to magnify* Criticism, it is 
sometimes thought, should be a cold business; 
we are not so sure of this; but, at all events, 
our concern with Burns is not exclusively that 
of critics. True and genial as his poctr)' must 
appear, it is not chieily as a poet, but as a man, 
that he interests and aftccts us. He was often 
.advised to write a tragedy : time and means 
were not lent him for this; but througli life he 
enacted a tragedy, and one of the deepest. 
We question whether the world has since wit- 
nessed. so utterly sad a scene; whether Na- 
poleon himself, left to br.awl with Sir Hudson 
Lowe, and perish on his rock, “amid the melan- 
choly main ”, presented to the reflecting mind 
such a “ spectacle of pity and fear ”, as did this 
intrinsically nobler, gentler and perhaps greater 
soul, wasting itself away in a hopeless struggle 
with base entanglements, which coiled closer 
and closer round him, till only death opened 
him an outlet. Conquerors arc a class of men 
with whom, for most part, the world could well 
dispense; nor can the hard intellect, the un- 
sympathising loftiness and high but selfish en- 
thusiasm of such persons inspire us in general 
with any afiecdon; at best it may excite amaze- 
ment; and their fall, like that of a pyramid, 
will be beheld with a certain sadness and awe. 
But a true Poet, a man in whose heart resides 
some effluence of Wisdom, some tone of the 
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the voice of the tempest becomes an anthem 
to his ears; he loves to walk in the sounding 
woods, for “ it raises his thoughts to Him that 
walketh on the wings of the wind" . A true Poet- 
soul, for it needs but to.be struck, and the 
sound it yields will be music ! But observe 
him chiefly as he mingles with his brother 
men. What warm, all-comprehending fellow- 
feeling ; what trustful, boundless love ; what 
. generous, exaggeration of the object loved ! His 
rustic ; friend, his nut-brown maiden, are no 
longer mean and homely, but a hero and a 
queen, whom he prizes as the paragons of 
Earth. The rough scdnes of Scottish life, not 
seen by him in any Arcadian illusion, but in 
the rude contradiction, in the smoke and soil 
of a too harsh reality, are still lovely to him: 
Poverty is indeed his companion, but Love 
also, and Courage; the simple feelings, the 
worth, the nobleness, that dwell under the 
straw roof, are dear and venerable to his heart: 
and thus over the lowest provinces of man’s 
existence he pours the glory of his own soul; 
and they rise, in shadow and sunshine, softened 
and brightened into a beauty which other eyes 
discern not in the highest. He has a just self- 
consciousness, which too often degenerates into 
pride; yet it is a noble pride, for defence, not 
for offence; no cold suspicious .feeling, but a 
frank and social one. The Peasant Poet bears 
himself, we might say, like a King in exile: he 
is cast among the low, and feels himself equal 
to the highest; yet he claims no rank, that 
none may be disputed to him. The forward 
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All that remains of Burns, the Writings he 
has left, seem to us, as we hinted above, no 
more than a poor mutilated fraction of what 
was in him; brief, broken glimpses of a genius 
that could never show itself complete; that 
wanted all things for completeness: culture, 
leisure, true effort, nay even length of life. 
His poems are, with scarcely any exception, 
mere occasional effusions; poured forth with 
little premeditation; expressing, by such means 
as offered, the passion, opinion, or humour of 
the hour. Never in one instance w^as it per- 
mitted him to grapple with any subject mth 
the fulb collection of his strength, to fuse and 
mould it in the concentrated fire of his genius. 
To try by the strict rules of Art such imper- 
fect fiagments, vv'ould be at once unprofitable 
and unfair. Nevertheless, there is something 
in these poems, marred and defective as they 
are, which forbids the most fastidious student 
of poetry to pass them by. Some sort of en- 
during quality they must have: for, after fifty 
years of the wildest vicissitudes in poetic taste, 
they still continue to be read; nay, are read 
more and more eagerly, more and more exten- 
sively; .and this not only by literarv’ nrtuosos, 
and that class upon whom transitory causes 
operate most strongly, but by all classes, down 
to the most hard, unlettered and truly natural 
class, who read little, and especially no poeny*, 
except because they find pleasure in it. The 
grounds of so singular and mde a popularity, 
which extends, in a literal sense, from the 
palace to the hut, and over all regions where 
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mcniri, to forjijct himself. Vet Byron hated 
th::» vice; we believe, heartily dcstc.-^ted it; 
nay, he had declared formal war against it in 
words. So diihcuh is it even for the strongest 
to make this primary attainment, which might 
seem the simplest o( all; to rro.f ils c'.ai ccti~ 
smuiKiss uiiAou: n'ss!>:iii, without errors involun- 
tary or wilful I We recollect no poet of Burns’s 
susceptibility wlio comes before us from the 
first, and abides with us to the last, with such 
a total want of affectation. He is an honest 
man, and an iioncsl writer. In his successes 
and his failures, in his greatness and his little- 
ness, he is ever clear, simple, true, and glitters 
with no lustre but his own. We reckon this 
to be a great virtue; to be, in fact, the root 
of most other virtues, literary as well as moral. 

Here, however, let us say, it is to the Poetry 
of Burns that we now allude; to those writings 
which he had time to meditate, and where no 
special reason existed to warp his critical feel- 
ing, or obstruct his endeavour to fulfil it. 
Certain of his Letters, and other fnactions of 
prose composition, by no means deserve this 
praise. Here, doubtless, there is not the same 
natural truth of style; but on the contrary, 
something not only stiff, but strained and 
twisted; a certain high-flown Inflated tone; 
the stilting emphasis of which contrasts ill 
with the firmness and rugged simplicity of 
even his poorest verses. Thus no man, it 
would appear, is altogether unaffected. Does- 
not Shaiespeare himself sometimes premeditate 
the sheerest bombast ! But even with regard 
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can be found only in himself. In what is 
famili.ar and near at hand, he discerns no form 
or comeliness: home is not poetical but prosaic; 
it is in some past, distant, conventional heroic 
world, that poetry resides; were he tlierc and 
not here, were he thus and not so, it would be 
well with him. Hence our innumerable host 
of rose-coloured Novels and iron-mailed Epics, 
with their locality not on the Earth, but some- 
where nearer to the Moon. Hence our Vir- 
gins of the Sun, and our Knights of the Cross, 
malicious Saracens in turbans, and copper- 
coloured Chiefs in wampum, and so many 
other truculent figures from the heroic times, 
or the heroic climates, who on all hands swarm 
in our poetry. Pe.ace be with them ! But yet, 
as a great moralist proposed preaching to the 
men of this centur)-, so would we fain preach 
to the poets, “ a sermon on the duty of staying 
at home”. Let them be sure that heroic .ages 
and heroic climates can do little for them. 
That form of life has attraction for us, less 
because it is better or nobler than our own, 
than simply because it is different; and even 
this attraction must be of the most transient 
sort. For will not our own age, one day, be 
an ancient one; and have as quaint a. costume 
as the rest; not contrasted with the rest, there- 
fore, but ranked along with them, in respect 
of quaintness f Does Homer interest us now, 
because he wrote of what passed beyond his 
native Greece, and two centuries before he was 
born ; or because he wrote what passed in 
God’s world, and in . the heart of man, which 
103 
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ir.ihc iiini one. 

In liii;. rc;;.'ec:, Uurn.-, no; j-eioiv.. 

ji-:.o5n;c;y n nrcj; hci'.er nniniici,:.' lii:s 

Civa! ;li;y, hcitcr pto.ca t.hc uu;h of iiij fjcnii:.., 
tlun \{ he h.u!, ;-y hi-'* iv.vn .-jtrcnyjh, f.cjn tiio 
whole Mir.rr.M l*rc, jjoing, lo ihc cinJ of iiB 
literary cuur;c. He iliowa himself .ti lca;.i .i 
poet of N'aturc’:i uwn nuhiny ; and Nature, 
after all, ii .still the yr.uid .)gcni in nukiny 
poctii, V/c often hear of thii and tile oilier 
external condition bciny rcijulsitc for the cx- 
iiitcncc of a poet. SomciiincH it i:i .i ccrt.tin 
sort of training; lie tmi.sl have studied certain 
things, studied for instance “ the elder drama- 
tists”, and so learned a poetic langu.ige; as if 
poetry lay in the tongue, not in liie heart. 
At other times we are told, he must be bred in 
a certain rank, and must be on a confidential 
footing witli the liighcr classes; because, above 
all things, he must see the world. As to see- 
ing the world, we apprehend this will cause 
him little difiiculty, if he have but eyesight to 
see it with. Without eyesight, indeed, die 
task might be hard. 'Phe blind or the pur- 
blind man “ travels from Dan to Beersheba, 
and finds it .nil barren But happily every 
poet is born in the world; and secs it, with or 
against his will, every day and every hour he 
lives. The mysterious workmanship of man’s 
heart, the true light and the inscrutable dark- 
ness of man’s destiny, reveal themselves not 
105 



‘4.A\oq ssnycsj oqi .ojip sj?.i.v/s 
‘sjnop puc ipj ‘swjog Snptq o.->qA\ 

: (sjno 3jr 

siq mojj uiJO}s-«ous c jo sasdraijS ssaxp 
'siung jo sSnuuAv sip moJj sssnasni 
siqcjsranuai sDtipojd pjnos sa\ ‘jtrruDsipjui 
JO prDijsod ‘juspra jo jjos jo noprpunoj 

pav ]ooj 3tp psppa/ 5nrsq ‘[p^jo aAisnaxpjdinoD 
jsotn pur 3S3uir[d sip ^sousipoxs isrj siip jq 

•aorxs JO sAisssjdxs sjoui 
3on SI qoszasy c jo uijuq sip isX pur i qops 
jiunq r qiiAv SupfJOAi urmsaqSnrjp r suisss 3j 
i sssusqp r saiugsp put jrsp os ‘sjjsui pjr.\i:jAvr 
usajo ‘sptu arip ui ‘aospcip qSnoJ arip ui ‘puy 
•sssusafif r SAtq sai pur ‘putq siq uio^ ssuij 
ssjip isourfS r ar mrq oa ssApsuisip ssopsip 
ssjnarsj opsijsaonjrip sip isiung urip oiqdrjS 
sjom SI uopru jo sSr ifur jo asod ; paauss 

-sjdsj sq oa aoofqo pnsiA smos uopdpossp 
JO ai sj 'usaaoSJOj sq aouuro anp sisrqduia 
nr tpiA\ aoipJSA siq sqrsds pur fuopssnb sip jo 
Aiojjrin oqa oaui qSnojqa ssDJPid sq ‘Suijjsun 
‘sanjossj ‘apinb ^uiiq suicasp oiSoy-sDupus utta 
ou ‘^<J3siqdos ojq ; psjSAODSip sq oa qauja 
3III0S Suosrsj JO ai sj j iniq sprajsnu qoiqA\ jo 
3UO on ‘ssonrasiunDJio ppqjsdns pur sauspioor 
pursnoqa v pirar ‘ai jo aoiiassa pur sdLfa jrsJ 
sqa sstpaco pur iauaiursnq dlxsAs ui jrsp pur 
Ijnj isis srq ui jsaarin sqa jo 3§nm jpaj sqa 
‘3J3A\ ai sr *s3xq 3q A\opq j /rra a] a'cqAi 31 
sq 'aoafqns siq sdsrjS oq sojoj admojd aojaq 
r at’qAi qaiAi sAJssqo puy aiJids Suiaisd 
- uoD-jp: pur p3Aoni-j{pqSi[ „ siq oa sujna Jpqi 




SMHne 



' BURNS 

/\nil Phcebus gia a short-llv'd glo-xvr 
Far south the lijl, 

Dhn-dark'uhig thro' the flaky shovdr 
Or ‘Uihirliug dr'ijt: 

’Ae night the storm the steeples rock’d, 

Poor labour sweet in sleep was lock’d, 

While burns out' siiarvy aureet/u upchok’d, 
IFild-eddyiitg a.uhiri. 

Or thro’ the mining outlet bock’d, 

Down headlong hurl. 

Are there not “ descriptive touches ” here r 
The describer satv this thing ; the essential 
feature and true likeness of every circumstance 
in it; saw, and not with the eye only. “ Poor 
labour locked in sweet sleep ” ; the dead still- 
.ness of man, unconscious, vanquished, yet not 
unprotected, while such strife of the material 
elements rages, and seems to reign supreme in 
loneliness: this is of the heart as well as of the 
eye ! — Look also at his image of a thaw, and 
prophesied fall of the jJa/d Brig'. 

When heavy, dark, continued, a’-day rains 
Wi’ deepening deluges o’erflow the plains; 

When from the hills where springs the brawling 
Coil, 

Or stately Lugar’s //lossy fountains boii, 

Or where the Greenock winds his //loorla/id course. 
Or haunted Garpal draws his feeble source. 

Arous’d by blust’ring winds and spotting thowes. 

In inony a torrent donun his snavj-broo ro-iues ; 

If'hiie crashing ice, borne on the roaring speat, 

Snueeps da//is and //tills and brigs a' to the gate-. 

And from Glenbuck down to the Rottonkey, 

Auld Ayr is just one lengthen’d tut/iblir.g sea ; , 
tog 
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Iltchardson .iiul Defoe. It belongs, in truth, 
:y v.lut is called .1 lively mind ; and gives no 
>ure indication of the higher cndntvments that 
m.ay exist along v.'ith it. In all the three eases 
ivc have mentioned, it is combined with great 
garrulity; their descriptions are detailed, ample 
and lovingly e.xact; Homer’s fire bursts througJi, 
from time to time, as if by accident; but De- 
foe and Richardson h.ave no fire. Burns, .again, 
is not more distinguished by the clearness than 
by the impetuous force of his conceptions. 
Of the strength, the piercing emphasis with 
which he thought, his emphasis of expression 
may give a humble but the raadiest proof. 
Who ever uttered sharper sayings than his ; 
words more memorable, now by their burning 
vehemence, now by their cool vigour and l.aconic 
pith? A single phrase depicts a whole subject, 
a whole scene. We hear of “a gentleman 
that derived his patent of nobility direct from 
Almighty God”, Our Scottish forefathers in 
the battle-field struggled forward red-wat- 
shod'': in this one word, a full vision of horror 
and carnage, perhaps too frightfully accurate 
for Art ! 

In fact, one of the leading features in the 
mind of Burns is this vigour of his strictly in- 
tellectual perceptions. A resolute force is ever 
visible in his judgments, and in his feelings 
and volitions. Professor Stewart says of him, 
with, some surprise: “All the faculties of Burns’s 
mind were, as far as I could judge, equally 
vigorous ; and his predilection for poetry was 
rather the result of his own enthusiastic and 
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brawny movements of a gigantic though un- 
tutored strength; and can understand how, in 
conversation, his quick sure insight into men 
and things may, as much as aught else about 
him, have amazed the best thinkers of his tirpe 
and country.. 

But, unless we mistake, the intellectual gift 
of Burns is fine as well as strong. The more 
delicate relations of things could hot well have 
escaped his eye, for they were intimately pre^ 
sent to his heart. The logic of the senate and 
the forum is indispensable, but not all-sufficient; 
nay, perhaps the highest Truth is that which 
will the most certainly elude it. For this logic 
works by words, and “ the highest ”, it has 
been said, “cannot be expressed in words”. 
We are not without tokens of an openness for 
this higher truth also, of a keen though un- 
cultivated sense for it, having existed in Burns. 
Mr. Stewart, it will be remembered, “wonders”, 
in the passage above quoted, that Bums had 
formed some distinct conception of the “doc- 
trine of association”. We rather think that 
far subtler things than the doctrine of associa- 
tion had from of old been familiar to him. 
Here for instance; 

“We know nothing,” thus writes he, “or next 
to nothing, of the structure of our souls, so we can- 
not account for those seeming caprices in them, 
that one should be particultirly pleased with this 
thing, or struck with that, which, on minds of a 
different cast, makes no e.xtraordinary impression. 
I have some favourite flowers in spring, among 
which are the mountain-daisy, the harebell, the fox- 
(B85) 113 H 



t-II 

jcip 3jrijr]sl IF spjtAioj daoj si ai ‘sdu^jda^j 
sj 3j 'asu jpi]3 stusod jrajo pur spnuu 
jrajS ipitjAi ni 3JOs 3ip jo pur ‘ajqou jnq ‘dpio 
Snojqs 30 U suoisstd ipp\ Ijpdnipj pauoissrdmi 
jsotn aqj jo urui r si apj siq urip 

Snjpr.uad sjoni jon si siq jrip iSnipaj 
_|o S53UU33:} sd?3q jqSisui jo ssau 

-U33q ‘stung jo .iijaog sip ni jrip lurjouSt si 
‘sjusAs jp: jr *300 ojq ‘jsipo sip ui dsrsipp 
ino:g pspiAip us3jo pur^ sno sip ni XsrDipp si 
jsipisu 5js3Drjrqs Snojjs jo nrin r .{gnsusS si 
Suipurjsjsptni §aoj 3 S jo urtn y 'JsipsSoj o§ 
JSAS dsip ‘sssnro posds niojj pur ‘ssscs pissds 
UI qdsDjcs : juspusdspui pur jsupsip 30 u sxr 
sspipinB sssip parj ui jnq J3i sjinbsj os SornS 
-ur[ JO SSI 3 ISSSDSU sqj^ 'lusip Jo 3 nspnsdspui 
^pjrd ouiipsuios sr ‘sjn 3 rn jo sssusuq pur ss30j 
pustisf mop 3 usjspip ouiipsmos sr jo usqods 
US3JO sjr Sutpumsutspun jo sssusug pur ssjog 

..•SAriS sqj pur iprsp puoAsq oa\ jo paji jo 
ppOAv c pur ‘Mn3rn pujouiiui pur pwiruimi s^urui 
*sSuip gr sprtu 3rq3 po0 r Jsspqrsj jurjjoduii pur 
pqA\r ssop JO goojd qsns 03 ppjrd gsslui nA\o 
I i pop inippoJ 3 sqj SAoqr su uipp\ Joimpstuos 
snSir sSupjjOM sssp op jo fjusppor Smssrd sqj jo 
uotsssjdmi sip s?qr 3 ‘sAissrd ‘djxq urgo^f" sp sqq 
‘qoiqA\ ‘jurauiiprtu jo sssid r s.\i sj\r < Supio so 
sp3 uro 3rqAv 03 ‘pusuj jrsp aiu *3iu jpjr^ 'insod 
JO uopoAsp JO lusrisnqjus sq 3 sqq pos 30 nopr.\ 
-sp ur Suqspj jnoppv ‘ 5 uiiuoiu punminr ur ui 
JSAOjd J[rj2 jp doop r jo sousprs Suputu pgAv sip 
JO ‘uoou jpuiiuns r ur aisjjuo sip jo spsnjAv inn 
-qos pnoj sq: jrsq jsasu j uqSqsp jrpopjrd ipui. 
JSAO Surq pur a\sli j 3 rq 3 'uJotpA\rq AJtoq sip 
pur ‘qsJiq Suippnq sip ^soj Jsuq-pjiA\ sq 3 ‘saoj§ 


; 


SM^na 



BURNS 


Inspires him, that opens his eyes to its beauty, 
and makes heart and voice eloquent in its praise. 
There is a true old saying, that “ Love furthers 
knowledge” : but above all, it. is the living 
essence of that knowledge which makes poets; 
the first principle of its existence, increase, 
activity. Of Burns’s fcr\'id affection, his gener- 
ous all-embracing Love, we h.avc spoken al- 
ready, as of the grand distinction of his nature, 
seen equally in word and deed, in his Life 
and in his Writings. It were easy to multiply 
examples. Not man only, but all that environs 
man in the material and moral universe, is 
lovely In his sight: “the ho.ary hawthorn”, 
the “ troop of gray plover”, the “ solitary cur- 
lew”, all are dear to him; all live in this Earth 
along with him, and to all he is knit as in 
mysterious brotherhood. How touching is it, 
for instance, that, amidst the gloom of personal 
misery, brooding over the wintry desolation 
without him and within him, he thinks of the 
“ourie cattle” and “silly sheep”, and their 
sufferings in the pitiless storm ! 

I thought me on the ourie cattle, 

Or aiUy sheep, wha bide this brattle 
O’ wintry war, 

Or thro’ the drift, deep-lairing, sprattle, 

Beneath a scaur. 

Ilk happing bird, wee helpless thing, 

That in the merry months o’ spring 

Delighted me to hear thee sing, 

What comes o’ thee ? 

Where wilt thou cow’r thy chittering wing, 
And close thy ee i 
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most musical of all our choristers. Johnson 
said,, he loved a good hater; by which he must 
have meant, not so much one that hated 
violently, as one that hated wisely; hated base- 
ness from love of nobleness. However, in 
spite of Johnson’s parado.v, tolerable enough 
for once in speech, but which need not have 
been so often adopted in print since then, we 
rather believe that good men deal sparingly in 
hatred, either wise or unwise : nay that a 
“good” hater is still a desideratum in this 
world. The Devil, at least, who passes for 
the chief and best of that class, is said to be 
nowise an amiable character. 

Of tlte verses w'hich Indignation makes, 
Burns has also given us specimens; and among 
die best that were ever given. Who will for- 
get his “Dav/Ar In you Dungion dark"\ a piece 
that might have been chaunted by the Furies 
of jEschylus i The secrets of the infernal Pit 
are laid bare ; a boundless b.aleful “ darkness 
\asible”; .and streaks of hell - fire quivering 
madly in its black h.aggard bosom ! 

Dweller in yon Dungeon dark, 

Hangman of Creation, mark ! 

Who in widow’s weeds appears, 

Laden with unhonoured years. 

Noosing with care a bursting purse, 

Baiteil with many a deadly curse I 

Wh}- should we speak of Sects evkn hce at* 
IFaUnce i/tJi since .all know of it, from the 
king to the meanest of his subjects ? This 
dithyrambic was composed on horseback ; in 
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the ethereal soul sank not, even in its blind- 
ness, without a cry which has sundved it. But 
who, except Burns, could have given words to 
such a soul ; words that we never listen to 
without a strange half-barb.arous, half-poetic 
fellow-feeling ? 

Sae ranthigly, sae 'vuantonly, 

Sae dauntingly gaed he ; 

He f ley' d a spring, and danced it round. 

Below the gallows-tree. 

Under a lighter disguise, the same principle 
of Love, which we have recognised as the great 
characteristic of Bums, and of all true poets, 
occasionally manifests itself in the shape of 
Humour. Ever}nvhere, indeed, in his sunny 
moods, a full buoyant flood of mirth rolls 
through the mind of Bums ; he rises to the 
high, and stoops to the low, and is brother and 
playmate to all Nature. We speak not of his 
bold and often irresistible faculty of caricature; 
for this is Drollery rather than Humour: but 
a much tenderer sportfulness dwells in him; 
and comes forth here and there, in evanescent 
and beautiful touches; as in his Address to the 
Mouse, or the Farmer’s Mare, or in his Elegj on 
poor MaiUe, which last m.ay be reckoned his 
happiest effort of this kind. In these pieces 
there are traits of a Humour as fine as that 
of Sterne; yet altogether different, original, 
peculiar, — the Humour of Bums. 

Of the tenderness, the playfful pathos, and 
many' other kindred qualities of Burns’s Poetry, 
much more might be said ; but now, with 
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sejv l-c, ihal i;j a hricf i-iinpic 

^pcclc4 of cu'.r.rc.-’iiiun ; .ind rcijuiro noiiung 
so much fur p.cricciion, as genuine poetic 
feeling, genuine tnu;.ic of heart. Vet the Song 
hii its rales cijually with the 'rr.tgeuy ; rules 
Winch in most cases arc poorly fuliillcJ, in 
many eases arc not so niucli as felt. We might 
write a long essay on the Songs of Burns ; 
whicit we reckon by far the best that Britain 
has yet produced; for, indeed, since the era of 
Queen Eliz-ibcth, we know not that, by any 
other hand, aught truly worth attention has 
been accomplished in this department. True, 
we have songs enough “ by persons of tjualily 
we have tawdry, hollow, wine-bred madrigals; 
many a rhymed speech “ in the flowing and 
water}' vein of Ossorius tlie Bortugal Bishop”, 
rich in sonorous words, and, for moral, d.ashed 
perhaps with some tint of a sentimental sensu- 
ality ; all which many persons cease not from 
endeavouring to sing ; though for most part, 
we fear, the music is but from the throat out- 
w'ards, or at best from some region far enough 
short of the Sou/; not in which, but in a cer- 
tain inane Limbo of the Fancy, or even in 
some vaporous debateable-land on the outskirts 
of the Nerc’ous System, most of such madri- 
gals and rhymed speeches seem to have origi- 
nated. With the Songs of Burns we must not 
name these things. Independently of the clear, 
manly, heartfelt sentiment that ever pervades 
poctr)', his Songs are honest in another 
point of view : in form, as well as in spirit. 
They do not to be set to music, but they 
1=3 
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and words for ever)' mood of man’s heart, — it 
will seem a small praise if we rank him as the 
first of all our Song-writers ; for we know not 
where to find one worthy of being second to 
him. 

It is on his Songs, as we believe, that Burns’s 
chief influence as an author will ultimately be 
found to depend: nor, if our Fletcher’s aphor- 
ism is true, shall we account this a small in- 
fluence. Let me make the songs of a people,” 
said he, “ and you shall make its laws.” Surely, 
if ever any Poet might have equalled himself 
with Legislators on this ground, it was Burns. 
His Songs are already part of the mother- 
tongue, not of Scotland only but of Britain, 
and of the millions that in all ends of the earth 
speak a British language. In hut and hall, as 
the heart unfolds itself in many-coloured joy 
and woe of existence, the name, the voice of that 
joy and that woe, is the name and voice which 
Burns has given them. Strictly speaking, per- 
haps no British man has so deeply affected the 
thoughts and feelings of so many men, as this 
solitary and altogether private individual, with 
means apparently the humblest. 

In another point of view, moreover, we in- 
cline to think that Burns’s influence may have 
been considerable ; we mean, as exerted specially 
on the Literature of his country, at least on 
the Literature of Scotland. Among the great 
changes which British, particularly Scottish 
literature, has undergone since that period, one 
of the greatest will be found to consist in its 
remarkable Increase of nationality. Even the 
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was only obscured, not obliterated. Lord 
Kames made nearly the first attempt at writing 
English ; and ere long, Hume, Robertson, 
Smith, and a whole host of followers, attracted 
hither the eyes of all Europe. And yet in this 
brilliant, resuscitation of our “fervid genius”, 
there was nothing truly Scottish, nothing indi- 
genous ; except, perluips, the natural impetu- 
osity of intellect, which we sometimes claim, 
and are sometimes upbraided with, as a char- 
acteristic of our nation. It is curious to remark 
that Scotland, so full of writers, had no Scottish 
culture, nor indeed any English ; our culture 
was almost exclusively French. It was by 
studying Racine and Voltaire, Batteux and 
Boileau, that Kames had trained himself to be 
a critic and philosopher; it was- the light of 
Montesquieu and Mably that guided Robert- 
son in his political speculations ; Quesnay’s 
lamp that kindled the lamp of Adam Smith. 
Hume was too rich a man to borrow; and per- 
haps he reacted on’ the French more than he 
was acted on by them : but neither had he 
aught to do with Scotland; Edinburgh, equally 
with La Fl^che, w.a3 but the lodging and la- 
boratory, in which he not so much morally 
rived, as metaphysiailly investigated. Never, 
perhaps, was there a class of writers so clear 
and well-ordered, yet so totally destitute, to all 
appearance, of any patriotic affection, nay of 
any human affection whatever. The French 
wits of the period were as unpatriotic: but 
their general deficiency in moral principle, not 
to say their avowed sensuality and unbelief in 
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to Burns, or to any other individual, it might 
be dilHcult to estimate. Direct literary imi- 
tation of Bums was not to be looked for. But 
his example, in the fearless adoption of domestic 
subjects, could not but operate from afar; and 
certainly in no heart did the love of country 
ever burn with a warmer glow than in that of 
Burns: “a tide of Scottish prejudice”, as he 
modestly calls this deep and generous feeling, 
“had been poured along his veins; and he felt 
that it would boil there till the flood-gates shut 
in eternal rest”. It seemed to him, as if he 
could do so little for his country, and yet would 
so gladly have done .all. One small province 
stood open for him, — that of Scottish Song ; 
and how eagerly he entered on it, how de- 
votedly he laboured there ! In his toilsome 
journeyings, this object never quits him; it is 
the little happy-valley of his careworn heart. 
In the gloom of his own affliction, he eagerly 
searches after some lonely brother of the muse, 
and rejoices to snatch one other name from 
the oblivion that was covering it ! These were 
early feelings, and they abode with him to the 
end; 

A wish (I mind its power), 

A wish, that to my latest hour 
Will strongly heave my breast, — 

That I, for poor auld Scotland’s sake. 

Some useful plan or book could make, 

Or sing a sang at least. 

The rough bur Thistle spreading wide 
Aniang the bearded bear, 

I turn’d my weeding-clips aside. 

And spared the symbol dear. 
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for, to the end, vve discern no decisive change 
in the complexion of his character; in his thirty- 
seventh year, he is still, as it were, in youth. 
With .all that resoluteness of judgment, that 
penetrating insight, .and singular maturity of 
intellectual power, exhibited in his writings, 
he never attains to any efe-arness regarding him- 
self; to the last, he never ascertains his peculiar 
aim, even with such distinctness as is common 
among ordinary men; and therefore never can 
pursue it with that singleness of will, which 
insures success and some contentment to such 
men. To the last, he wavers between two 
purposes : glorying in his talent, like a true 
poet, he yet cannot consent to make this his 
chief and sole glory, and to follow it as the 
one thing needful, through poverty or riches, 
through good or evil report. Another far 
meaner ambition still cle.aves to him; he must 
dream and struggle about a certain “ Rock of 
Independence”; which, natural and even ad- 
mirable as it might be, was still but a warring 
with the world, on the comparatively insignifi- 
cant ground of his being more completely or 
less completely supplied with money, than 
others ; of his standing at a higher or at a 
lower altitude in general estimation than others. 
For the world still appears to him, .as to the 
young, in borrowed colours: he expects from 
it what it cannot give to any man; seeks for 
contentment, not within himself, in action 
and wise effort, but from without, in the 
kindness of circumstances, in love, friendship, 
honour, pecuniary case. He would be happy. 
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.1 year younger than Burns ; and through life, 
as it might have appeared, far more , simply 
situated: yet in him too, we can trace no such 
adjustment, no such moral manhood; but at 
best, and only a little before his end, the begin- 
ning of what seemed such. 

By much the most striking incident in 
Burns’s Life is his journey to Edinburgh; but 
perhaps a still more important one is his resi- 
dence at Ir\'ine, so early as in his twenty-third 
year. Hitherto his life had been poor and 
toilwom ; but otherwise not ungenial, and, 
with all its distresses, by no means unhappy. 
In his parentage, deducting outward circum- 
stances, he had ever)’ reason to reckon himself 
fortunate. His &ther was a man of thought- 
ful, intense, earnest character, as the best of 
our peasants are; valuing knowledge, possess- 
ing some, and, w’hat is far better and rarer, 
open-minded for more: a man with a keen in- 
sight and devout heart; reverent towards God, 
friendly therefore at once, and fearless towards 
all that God has made: in one word, though 
but a hard-handed peasant, a complete and 
fully unfolded Such a fither is seldom 

found in any rank in society ; and %vas worth 
descending far in society to seek. Unfortu- 
natel}’, he was veiy poor; had he been even 
a litde richer, almost never so little, the whole 
might have issued far othen\’ise. IVIight)’ events 
turn on a straw; the crossing of a brook de- 
cides the conquest of the world. Had this 
William Bums’s small seven acres of nursei)*- 
ground anyavise prospered, the boy Robert had 
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no jot of heart or hope. Vague yearnings of 
ambition fail not, as he grows up; dreamy 
fancies hang like cloud-cities around him; the 
curtain of Existence is slowly rising, in many- 
coloured splendour and gloom: and the auroral 
light of first love is gilding his horizon, and the 
music of song is on his path; and so he walks 

in glory and in joy, 

Behind his plough, upon the mountain side ! 


We ourselves know, from the best evidence, 
that up to this date Burns was happy ; nay, 
that he was the gayest, brightest, most fantastic, 
fiscinating being to be found in the world ; 
more so even than he ever afterwards appeared. 
But now, at this early age, he quits the paternal 
roof; goes forth into looser, louder, more ex- 
citing society; and becomes initiated in those 
dissipations, those vices, which a certain class 
of philosophers have asserted to be a natural 
preparative for entering on active life ; a kind 
of mud-bath, in which the youth is, as it were, 
necessitated to steep, and, we suppose, cleanse 
himself, before the real toga of Manhood can 
be laid on him. We shall not dispute much 
with this class of philosophers; we hope they 
are mistaken : for Sin and Remorse so easily 
beset us at all stages of life, and are always 
such indifferent company, that it seems hard 
we should, at any stage, be forced and fated 
not only to meet, but to yield to them, and 
even serve for a term in their leprous armada. 
We hope it is not so. Clear we are, at all 
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It seems to us another circumstance of fatal 
import in Burns’s history, that at this time too 
he became involved in the religious quarrels of 
his district ; that he was enlisted and feasted, 
as the fighting man of the New-Light Priest- 
hood, in their highly unprofitable warfare. 
At the tables of these free-minded clergy, he 
learned much more than was needful for him. 
Such liber.al ridicule of fanaticism awakened in 
his mind scruples about Religion itself; .and a 
whole world of Doubts, which it required quite 
another set of conjurors than these men to 
exorcise. We do not say that such an intellect 
as his could have escaped similar doubts, at 
some period of his historj’ ; or even that he 
could, at a later period, have come through 
them altogether victorious and unharmed: but 
it seems peculiarly unfortunate that this time, 
above all others, should have been fixed for the 
encounter. For now, with principles assailed 
by evil example from without, by “ passions 
raging like demons” from within, he had little 
need of sceptical misgivings to whisper treason 
in the heat of the battle, or to cut off his re- 
treat if he were already defeated. He loses his 
feeling of innocence; his mind is at variance 
with itself; the old divinity no longer presides 
there ; but wild Desires and wild Repentance 
alternately oppress him. Ere long, too, he has 
committed himself before the world; his char- 
acter for sobriety, dear to a Scottish peasant as 
few corrupted worldlings can even conceive, is 
destroyed in the eyes of men; and his only re- 
fuge consists in trying to disbelieve his guilti- 
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favour, transiently and for a purpose, that he 
will let himself be treated; still less is he a 
mad Rienii, whose sudden elevation turns his 
too weak head: but he stands there on his own 
basis ; cool, unastonished, holding his equal 
rank from Nature herself; putting forth no 
claim which there is not strength in him, as 
well as about him, to vindicate. Mr. Lockhart 
has some forcible observations on this point: 

“ It needs no effort of imagination ", says he, “ to 
conceive what the sensations of an isolated set of 
scholars (almost all either clergymen or professors) 
must have been, in the presence of this big-boned, 
black-browed, brawny stranger, with his great flash- 
ing eyes, who, having forced his way among them 
from the plough-tail at a single stride, manifested 
in the whole strain of his bearing and conversation 
a most thorough conviction, that in the society of 
the most eminent men of his nation, he was exaedy 
where he was enutled to be; hardly deigned to flatter 
them by e.xhibiting even an occasional symptom of 
being flattered by their notice ; by turns calmly 
measured himself against the most culdvated under- 
standings of his time in discussion ; overpowered 
the bon mots of the most celebrated convivialists by 
broad floods of merriment, impregnated with all the 
burning life of genius; astounded bosoms habitually 
enveloped in the thrice-piled folds of social reserve, 
by compelling them to tremble, — nay, to tremble 
vf'ibly, — beneath the fearless touch of natural pathos; 
and all this tvithout indicating the smallest willing- 
ness to be ranked among those professional ministers 
of excitement, who are content to be paid in money 
and smiles for doing what the spectators and audi- 
tors would be ashamed of doing in their own per- 
sons, even if they had the power of doing it; and 
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The only thing I remember which was remarkable 
in Burns’s manner, was the effect produced upon him 
by a print of Bunbury’s,_ representing a soldier lying 
dead on the snow, his dbg sitting in misery on one 
side, — on the other, his widow, with a child in her 
arms. These lines were written beneath : 

‘ Cold on Canadian hills, or Minden’s plain, 
Perhaps that mother wept her soldier slain; 
Bent o’er her babe, her eye dissolved in dew. 
The big drops mingh'ng with the milk he drew. 
Gave the sad presage of his future years. 

The child of misery baptised in tears 

“ Burns seemed much affected by the print, or 
rather by the ideas which it suggested to his mind. 
He actually shed tears. He asked whose the lines 
were ; and it chanced that nobody but myself 
remembered that they occur in a half-forgotten 
poem of Langhorne’s called by the -unpromising 
dde of ‘The Justice of Peace’, I whispered my 
information to a friend present ; he mentioned it 
to Burns, who rewarded me with a look and a 
word, which, though of mere civility, I then re- 
ceived and still recollect with very great pleasure. 

“ His person was strong and robust ; his manners 
rustic, not clownish ; a sort of dignified plainness 
and simplicity, which received part of its effect per- 
haps from one’s knowledge of his extraordinary 
talents. His features _ are represented in Mr. 
Nasmyth’s picture : but to me it conveys the idea 
that they are diminished, as if seen in perspective. 
I think his countenance was more massive than it 
looks in any of the portraits. I should have taken 
the poet, had I not known what he was, for a very 
sagacious country, farmer of the old Scotch school, 
t.e. none of your modern agriculturists who keep 
labourers for their drudgery, but the douce guJeman 
who held his own plough. There was a strong 
141 
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substance of it, as poor as ever. Nay poorer; 
for his heart is now maddened still more with 
the fever of worldly Ambition ; and through 
.long years the disease will rack him with un- 
profitable sufferings, and weaken his strength 
for all true and nobler aims. 

What Burns was next to do or to avoid; 
how a man so circumstanced was now to guide 
himself towards his true advantage, might at 
this point of time have been a question for the 
wisest. It was a question too, which appar- 
ently he was left altogether to answer for 
himself; qf his learned or rich patrons it had 
not struck any individual to turn a thought on 
this so trivial matter.. Without claiming for 
Bums the praise of perfect sagacity, we must 
say, that his Excise and Farm scheme does not 
seem to us a very unreasonable one ; that we 
should be at a loss, even now, to suggest one 
decidedly better. Certain of his admirers have 
felt scandalised at his ever resolving to gauge ; 
and would have had him lie at the pool, till 
the spirit of Patronage stirred the waters, that 
so, with one ffiendly plunge, all his sorrows 
might be healed. Unwise counsellors ! They 
know not the manner of this spirit; and how, 
in the lap of most golden dreams, a man might 
have happiness, w'ere it not that in the interim 
he must die of hunger! It reflects credit on 
the manliness and sound sense of Bums, chat 
he felt so early on what ground he was stand- 
ing; and preferred self-help, on the humblest 
scale, to dependence and inaction, though with 
hope of far more splendid possibilities. But 
(ES5) J4S K 
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and Frugality would have been welcome, since 
Virtue dwelt with them ; and Poetry would 
have shone through them as of old : and in 
her clear ethereal light, which was his own by 
birthright, he might have looked down on his 
earthly destiny, and all its obstructions, not 
with patience only, but with love. 

But the patrons of genius would not have 
it so. Picturesque tourists, all manner of 
fashionable danglers after literature, and, far 
worse, all manner of convivial M$cenases, 
hovered round him in his retreat ; and his 
good as well as his weak qualities secured them 
influence over him. He was flattered by their 
notice; and his warm social nature made it 
impossible for him to shake them off, and hold 
on his way apart from them. These men, as 
we believe, were pro.ximately the means of his 
ruin. Not that they meant him any ill ; they 
only meant themselves a little good ; if he 
suffered harm, let him look to it! But they 
wasted his precious time and his precious 
talent ; they disturbed his composure, broke 
down his returning habits of temperance and 
assiduous contented exertion. Their pampering 
was baneful to him ; their cruelty, which soon 
followed, was equally baneful. The old grudge 
against Fortune’s inequality awoke with new 
bitterness in their neighbourhood ; and Burns 
had no retreat but to the “ Rock of Independ- 
ence”, which is but an air-castle, after all, that 
looks well at a distance, but will screen no one 
from real wind and wet. Flushed with irregu- 
lar excitement, exasperated alternately, by con- 
147 
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-nc’-v Jic;c .U-a wj i>;ic nt 
;hc t “ if he ca;c;cj Aa luii j[ r.raiai.fh!, 

j::-’.' a;J :hc tnr.urc-. •.vcfc in l-c.l, ihc licwj uf 
hi > i.'ir.jl cifviiBscJ train :!:c tcll.'.r to the 
.vifxct ; aiiJ c:c ten ininntcj !ud cljji.-.cJ, the 
-n-J hi., (jac,.*,.. were - • cinMcJ ! " 
S.ir.c t rier pare ninniciU'. ot jMctie life were 
)ci 4]‘po;ntcJ him, in the euinj-o.-itiuii nt" hhs 
V.’e ,,in undcijianJ liy.v he itrj.-.pcd at 
this cinp'ovmcn; ; aiivl hnw too, he .spurned all 
other reward for it hut what the labour itscH 
brought him. I’ur the .soul of Burni., though 
scathed and marred, was yet living in its full 
mvnral strength, though sharply conscious of its 
errors and abasement: and here, in his destitu- 
tion and degradation, was one act of seeming 
nobleness and self-dcvolcdncss left even for 
him to perform. He felt too, that tvith .ill the 
“ thougiitlc-ss follies” that had “laid him low”, 
the world avas unjust and cruel to him ; and 
he silently appealed to another and calmer 
time. Nor as a hired soldier, but as a patriot, 
would he strive for the glorv’ of his country : 
so he cast from him the poor sixpence a-day, 
and scra'cd zealously as a volunteer. Let us 
not grudge him this last lu.xury of his e.xist- 
ence ; let him not have appe.iled to us in vain 1 
The money was not necessary to him ; he 
struggled through without it : long since, these 
guineas would have been gone, and now the 
high-inindedness of refusing them will plead for 
him in all hearts for ever. 

We are here arrived at the crisis of Burns’s 
life; for matters h.ad now taken such a shape 
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that, with all his pride, he would have 
thanked, even with exaggerated gratitude, any- 
one who had cordially befriended him : patron- 
age, unless> once cursed, needed not ,to have 
been twice so. At all events, the poor pro- 
motion he desired in his calling might have 
been granted : it was his ot\m scheme^ therefore 
likelier than any other to be of service. All 
this it might have been a luxury, nay it was a 
duty, for our nobility to have done. No part 
of all this, however, did any of them do ; or 
apparently attempt, or wish to do : so much is 
granted .against them. But what then is the 
amount of their blame ? Simply that they were 
men of the world, and walked bj’ the principles 
of such men ; that they treated Burns, as other 
nobles and other commoners had done other 
poets ; as the English did Shakspeare ; as Ifing 
Charles and his Cav.aliers did Butler, as King 
Philip and his Grandees did Cervantes. Do 
men gather grapes of thorns ; or shall we cut 
down our thorns for yielding only a fence and 
haws ? How, Indeed, could the “ nobility and 
gentr)"- of his native land” hold out any help to 
this “ Scottish Bard, proud of his name and 
country”? Were the nobility and gentry so 
much as able rightly to help themselves ? Had 
they not their game to preserve ; their borough 
interests to strengthen ; dinners, therefore, of 
various kinds to eat and give? Were their 
means more than adequate to all this business, 
or less than adequate? Less than adequate in 
general ; few of them in realicj' were richer than 
Burns ; many of them were poorer ; for some- 
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hunger and nakedness, perils and reviling, the 
prison, the cross, die poison-chalice have, in 
most times and countries, been the market- 
price it has oiFered for Wisdom, the welcome 
with which it has greeted those who have come 
to enlighten and purify it. Homer and Socrates, 
and the Christian Apostles, belong to old days ; 
but the world’s Martyrology was not completed 
with these. Roger Bacon and Galileo languish 
in priestly dungeons ; Tasso pines in the cell 
of a madhouse; Camoens dies begging on the 
streets of Lisbon. So neglected, so “ persecuted 
they the Prophets”, not in Judea only, but in 
all places where men have been. We reckon 
that every poet of Burns’s order is, or should 
be, a prophet and teacher to his age ; that he 
has no right to expect great kindness from it, 
but rather is bound to do it great kindness; 
that Burns, in particular, experienced fully the 
usual proportion of the world’s goodness ; and 
that the blame of his failure, as we have said, 
lies not chiefly with the world. 

Where then does it lie ? We are forced to 
answer : With himself; it is his inward, not 
his outward misfortunes that bring him to the 
dust. Seldom, indeed, is it otherwise ; seldom 
is a life morally wrecked but the grand cause 
lies in some internal malarrangement, some 
want less of good fortune than of good guid- 
ance. Nature fashions no creature without im- 
planting in it the strength needful for its action 
and duration ; least of all does she so neglect 
her masterpiece and darling, the poetic soul. 
Neither can we believe that it is in the power 
157 
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Nobleness was little understood, and its place 
supplied by a hollow, dissocial, altogether 
barren and unfruitful principle of Pride. The 
influences of that age, his open, kind, sus- 
ceptible nature, to say nothing of his highly 
untoward situation, made it more than usually 
difficult for him to cast aside, or rightly sub- 
ordinate ; the better spirit that was within him 
ever sternly demanded its rights, its supremacy : 
he spent his life in endeavouring to reconcile 
these two ; and lost it, as he must lose it, with- 
out reconciling them. 

Burns was bom poor; and, bora also to con- 
tinue poor, for he would not endeavour to be 
otherwise : this it had been well could he have 
once for all admitted, and, considered as finally 
settled. He was poor, truly; but hundreds 
even of his own class and order of minds have 
been poorer, yet have suffered nothing deadly 
from it : nay, his own Father had a far sorer 
battle with ungrateful destiny than his was ; 
and he did not yield to it, but died courage- 
ously warring, and to all moral intents prevail- 
ing, against it. True; Burns had little means, 
had even little time for poetry, his only real 
pursuit and vocation ; but so much the more 
precious was what little he had. In all these 
external respects his case was hard ; but very 
for from the hardest. Poverty, incessant drudg- 
ery and much worse evils, it has often been 
the lot of Poets and wise men to strive with, 
and, their glorj' to conquer. Locke was ban- 
ished as a traitor; and wrote his Essay on the 
Human Understanding sheltering himself in a 
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word, they willed one thing, to which nil other 
things were subordinated and made subservient ; 
and therefore they accomplished it. Tlic wedge 
will rend rocks ; but its edge must be sharp 
and single : if it be dduble, the wedge is 
bruised in pieces and will rend nothing. 

Part of this superiority these men owed to 
their .age; in which heroism and devotedness 
were still practised, or at least not yet dis- 
believed in : but much of it likewise they owed 
to themselves. With Burns again it was differ- 
ent. His morality, in most of its practical 
points, is that of a mere worldly man ; enjoy- 
ment, in a finer or coarser shape, is the only 
thing he longs and strives for. A noble in- 
stinct sometimes raises him above this ; but an 
instinct only, and acting only for moments. He 
has no Religion ; in the shallow age, where his 
days were cast, Religion was not discriminated 
from the New and Old Light forms of Religion ; 
and was, with these, becoming obsolete in the 
minds of men. His heart, indeed, is alive 
with a trembling adoration, but there is no 
temple in his understanding. He lives in 
darkness and in the shadow of doubt. His 
religion, at best, is an anxious wish ; like that 
of Rabelais, “a great Perhaps”. 

He loved Poetry warmly, and in his heart ; 
could he but have loved it purely, and with 
his whole undivided heart, it had been well. 
For Poetry, as Burns could have followed it, 
is but another form of Wisdom, of Religion 5 
is itself Wisdom and Religion. But this also 
was denied him. His poetry is a stray vagrant 
( B 85 ) 161 L 
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himself has expressed it, “ the canary-bird sings 
sweeter the longer it has been trained in a 
darkened, page”. 

A man like Burns might have divided his 
hours between poetry, and virtuous industry.; 
industry which all true feeling sanctions, nay 
prescribes, and which has a beauty, for that 
cause, beyond the pomp- of thrones: but to 
divide his hours between poetry and rich men’s- 
banquets was an ill-starred and inauspicious 
attempt. How could he be at ease at such 
banquets ? What had he to do there, mingling 
his music with the coarse roar of altogether 
earthly voices ; brightening the thick smoke of 
intoxication with fire lent him from heaven? 
Was it his aim to enjoy life ? To-morrow he ■ 
must go drudge as an Exciseman ! We wonder 
not that Bums became moody, indignant, and 
at times an offender against certain rules of 
society ; but rather that he did not grow utterly 
frantic, and run amuck against them all. How 
could a man, so falsely placed, by his own or 
others’ fiiult, ever know contentment or peace- 
able diligence for an hour ? What he did, 
under such perverse guidance, and- what he 
forbore to do, alike fill us with astonishment 
at the natunol strength and worth of his 
character. 

Doubtless there was a remedy for this per- 
verseness ; but not in others ; only in himself; 
least of all in simple increase of wealth and 
worldly “respectability”. We hope we have 
now heard enough about the efficacy of we.ilth 
for poetjy, and to make poets happy. Nay, 
163 



d3essoui e pEtj jojnd t ‘suijjooq 

J3l{3lt| E JI tJ3E3J OJ ‘UOIJEJDUsS 01 S3IJE 

-uojssim SE ijlJOj 1U3S 3J3.M Suing puE uoiXg 

i Alous qiiAi jpsit uy 
giM Suopjo yoiyM ‘joiejd e jo sagss oyi oiui 

d[pES J(00[ 3AV ‘MOU puE f OUEOJOA E JO 3Jg pEtU 

ayi si II inq t p[iOA\ e jo sionpoid oy: .(inEsq 
omr SutwiEAi pjtj [ejiuoo ‘[{iis ‘Suojis c jou si 
luiy ui SI lEqi 3jy oqj : paSuEJis /ps{Ej si ojij 
sijq -uoin [p JO poqojajAi isoiu oqi si ay ‘^ed 
^ dddry lou si ‘suing aqij ‘uoiig ‘uouiinEj/y 
puE poQ SAias fouup:) ay i uouEiopy oijaod 
yiiAi Xjputq 3AH lou giM uoiiiquiy jeSjoa i aq 
lOu isnui ay ppoAi ayj jo UEm pOE laod yioq 
i yiiEa JO /rp ayi yiiAi a|3nim ion jjim luamap 
{Eijsapo ayi ‘ooi asEO spuing ui sy -lonpuCD 
siy JO XpuaiEddE ppoui ayi puE ‘Xiiaod siy jo 
oiay ayi ‘iBjdmaxa puEj3 s,uoJ;^g si osp UBiEg 
joj ; JO laioEisyo aqi Xpnis oi noijijAJ Jo 

ddoo-iaqood e passyaind „ aAEy ‘raiy aqij ‘lySini 
f uEta pnoid e /[uo si ay ‘suing aqi'y j sjejs 
ayq yovai oi doi-asnoy aip oi Suijunotn mq 
SI siyi {[E lEyi spaj uoos puE 5 puiaig ayi puE 
aimguj ayi spiEMoi saAiiis puE ‘{nos s^iaod e 
sEy ay ‘SEjy j ann ay st ‘poo3 ay si ‘Addvv^ ay 
sj I uiiy [lEAE siyi gE saop lEyM pay ’puEy 
uAvo siy /q ‘aouiAOid layiouE ui ‘sdsai uoos ay 
arasj JO isaAJEy isayaii ayi 5 aDUEitiayui iq siy 
aiE ‘laaiEo /gyioM isaiiEj ayi ‘sinouoy /[ppoM 
IsaySiy ayi :jaad ysg3ag; ue jo mq ‘oeiu 
-ySnojd ysiiioag e jo lou yuEi ayi ut uioq st 
‘suing JO lEyi usyi jsaiayia ssaj XjqEiaptsuoa 
inaatAAopna ub jo ueui e ‘uoidg j s^Ep diaA 
asayi ui ii jo aouEisut layiouE uaas ion om aAEy 


smm 



BURNS 


to deliver, which left them no rest till it was 
accomplished ; in dim throes of pain, this 
divine behest lay smouldering within them ; 
for they knew not what it meant, and felt it 
only in mysterious anticipation, and they had 
to die without articulately uttering it. They 
are in the camp of the Unconverted ; yet not 
as high messengers of rigorous though benig- 
nant truth, but as soft flattering singers, and in 
pleasant fellowship, will they live there ; they 
are first adulated, then persecuted ; they accom- 
plish little for others ; they find no peace for 
themselves, but only death and the peace of the 
grave. We confess, it is not without a certain 
mournful awc' that we view the &te of these 
noble souls, so richly gifted, yet ruined to so 
little purpose with aU their gifts. It seems to 
us there is a stem moral taught in this piece 
of history , — ttvice told us in our own time! 
Surely to men of like genius, if there be any 
such, it carries with it a lesson of deep impres- 
sive significance. Surely it would become such 
a man, furnished for the highest of all enter- 
prises, that of being the Poet of his Age, to 
consider well what it is that he attempts, and 
in what spirit he attempts it. For the words 
of Milton are true in all times, and were never 
truer than in this; “He, who would write 
heroic poems, must make his whole life a 
heroic poem”. If he cannot first so make his 
life, then let him hasten firom this arena ; for 
neither its lofty glories, nor its fearful perils, 
are fit for him. Let him dwindle into a modish 
balladmongcr ; let him worship and besing the 
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guilty than one of ten thousand. Tried at' a 
tribunal far more rigid than that where the 
Plebiscita of common civic reputations are pro- 
nounced, he has seemed to us even there less 
worthy of blame than of pity and wonder. 
But the world is habitually unjust in its judg- 
ments of such men ; unjust on many grounds, 
■of which this one may be stated as the sub- 
stance ; It decides, like a court of law, by dead 
statutes ; and not positively but -negatively, less 
on what is done right, than on what is or is 
not done wrong. Not the few inches of deflec- 
tion from the mathematical orbit, which arc so 
easily measured, but the ratio of these to the 
whole diameter, constitutes the real aberration. 
This orbit may be a planet’s, its diameter the 
breadth of the solar system ; or it may be a 
city hippodrome ; nay the circle of a ginhorse, 
its diameter a score of feet or paces. But the 
inches of deflection only are measured ; and 
it is assumed that the diameter of the ginhorse, 
and that of the planet, will yield the same ratio 
when compared with them ! Here lies the 
root of many a blind, cruel condemnation of 
Burnses, Swifts, Rousseaus, which one never 
listens to with approval. Granted, the ship 
comes into harbour with shrouds and tackle 
damaged ; the pilot is blameworthy ; he has 
not been all-wise and all-powerful : but to know 
how blameworthy, tell us first whether his 
voyage has been round the Globe, or only to 
Ramsgate and the Isle of Dogs. 

With our readers in general, with men of 
right feeling anywhere, we are not required to 
167 
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Boswell’s Life of Johnson 

[1832] 

iEsop’s Fly, sitting on the axle of the chariot, 
has been much laughed at for exclaiming: 
What a dust I do raise! Yet which of us, in 
his way, has not sometimes been guilty of the 
like ? ^ Nay, so foolish are men, they often, 
standing at ease and as spectators on the high- 
way, will volunteer, to exclaim of the Fly (not 
being tempted to it, as he was) exactly to the 
same purport : , What a dust thou dost raise! 
Smallest of mortals, when mounted aloft by 
circumstances, come to seem great ; smallest 
of phenomena connected with them are treated 
as important, and must be sedulously scanned, 
and commented upon with loud emphasis. 

That Mr. Croker should undertake to edit 
BoswelPs Life of Johnson, was a praiseworthy 
but no miraculous procedure : neither could 
the accomplishment of such undertaking be, 
in an epoch like ours, anywise regarded as an 
event in Universal History; the right or the 
wrong accomplishment thereof was. In very 
truth, one of the most insignificant of things. , 
However, it sat in a great environment, on 
the axle of a high, &st-rolling, . parliamentary 
chariot; and all the world has exclaimed over 
169 
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BOSWELL’S JOHNSON 

which a Commentator and Editor had to solve: 
a complete solution of it should have lain in 
him, his whole mind should have been filled 
and prepared with perfect insight into it; then, 
whether in the way of express Dissertation, of 
incidental Exposition and Indication, oppor- 
tunities enough would have occurred of bringing 
out the same: what was dark in the figure of 
the Past had thereby been enlightened; Boswell 
had, not in show and word only, but in very' 
fact, been made t:£tc again, readable to us who 
are divided from him, even as he was to those 
close at hand. Of all which very little has 
been attempted here; accomplished, we should 
say, next to nothing, or altogether nothing. 

Excuse, no doubt, is in readiness for such 
omission ; and, indeed, for innumerable other 
fiiilings ; — as where, for example, the Editor 
wnll punctually explain what is already sun- 
clear; and then anon, not without frankness, 
declare frequently enough that “ the Editor 
does not understand ”, that “ the Editor cannot 
guess ”, — while, for most part, the Reader 
cannot help both guessing and seeing. Thus, 
if Johnson say, in one sentence, that “ English 
names should not be used in Latin verses ” ; 
and then, in the next sentence, speak blamingly 
of “ Carteret being used as a dactyl ”, will the 
generality of mortals detect any puzzle there J 
Or again, where poor Boswell writes ; “ I 
always remember a remark made to me by 
a Turkish lady, educated in France: ^ Ma 
Joi, monsieur, noire bonheur depend de h f^on que 
noire sang cirai/e’ ” ; — though the Turkish lady 
173 
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and that ivhich we thought noble in old Samuel, 
was vulgar, base; that for him too there was 
no reality' but in the Stomach ; and except 
Pudding, and the finer species of pudding 
which is named Praise, life had no pabulum ? 
Why, for instance, when we know that Johnson 
loved his good Wife, and says expressly that 
their marriage was ‘ a love - match on both 
sides ’, — should two closed lips open to tell us 
only this; ‘ Is it not possible that the obHous 
advantage of having a woman of experience to 
superintend an establishment of this kind (the 
Edial School) may have contributed to a match 
so disproportionate in point of age? — Ed.?’ 
Or. a^in when,. in the Text, the honest cjmic 
speaks freely of his former povert}% and it is 
known that he once lived on fourpence-half- 
penny a-day, — need a Commentator advance, 
and comment thus : ‘ When we find Dr. 
Johnson tell unpleasant truths to, or of, other 
men, let us recollect that he does not appear to 
have spared himself) on occasions in which he 
might be forgiven for doing so ’ ? Why in 
short”, continues the exasperated Reader, 

‘ should Notes of this species stand affronting 
me, when there might h.ave been no Note at 
all ? ” ^ — Gentle Reader, we answer. Be not 
wroth. What other could an honest Commen- 
tator do, than give thee the best he had ? 
Such was the picture and theorem he had 
fashioned for himself of the world and of 
m^n s doings therein: take it, and draw wise 
inferences from it. If there did exist a Le,ider 
of Public Opinion, and Champion of Ortho- 
575 
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Bracket - ligatures, and stitches you in from 
half a page, to twenty or thirty pages of a 
Hawkins, Tyers, Murphy, Piozzi; so that often 
one must make the old sad reflection. Where 
we are, we know; whither we are going, no 
man knoy^eth ! It is truly said also, There is 
much between the cup and the lip; but here 
the case is still sadder; for not till after con- 
sideration can you ascertain, now when the cup 
is at the lip, what liquor it is you are imbibing; 
whether Boswell’s French wine which you 
began with, or some Piozzi’s ginger-beer, or 
. Hawkins’s entire, or perhaps some other great 
Brewer’s penny-swipes or even alegar, which has 
been surreptitiously substituted instead thereof. 
A situation almost original; not to be tried 
a second time! But, in fine, what ideas Mr. 
Croker entertains of a literary whole and the 
thing called Book, and how the very Printer’s 
Devils did not rise in mutiny against such a 
conglomeration as this, and refuse to print it, 
— may remain a problem. 

But now happily our say is said. All faults, 
the Moralists tell us, are properly shortcomings-, 
crimes themselves are nothing other than a 
not doing enough-, a Jighting, but with defective 
vigour. How much more a mere insufficiency, 
and this after good efforts, in handicraft prac- 
tice 1 Mr. Croker says; “ The worst that can 
happen is that all the present Editor has con- 
tributed m.ay, if the reader so pleases, be re- 
jected as surplusage It is our pleasant duty 
to take with hearty welcome what he has given; 
and render thanks even for what he meant to 
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BOSWELL’S JOHNSON 

ding (so far as copyright went) was not exces- 
sive; and as for the empty praise, it has 
altogether been denied him. Men are un- 
wiser than children ; they do not know the 
hand that feeds them. 

Boswell was a person whose mean or bad 
qualities lay open to the general eye; visible, 
palpable to the dullest. His good qualities, 
again, belonged not to the Time he lived in; 
were far froni common then; indeed, in such 
a degree, were almost unexampled; not recog- 
nisable therefore by every one; nay, apt even 
(so strange had they grown) to be confounded 
with the very vices they lay contiguous to, and 
had sprung out of. That he was a wne-bibber 
and gross liver; gluttonously fond of whatever 
would yield him a little solacement, were it 
only of a stomachic character, is undeniable 
enough. That he was vain, heedless, a babbler; 
had much of the sycophant, alternating with 
the braggadocio, curiously spiced too with an 
all -pervading dash of the coxcomb; that he 
gloried much wheu the Tailor, by a court- 
suit, had made a new man of him; that he 
appeared at the Shakspeare Jubilee with a 
riband, imprinted Corsica Boswell ”, round 
his hat; and in short, if you will, lived no day 
of his life without doing and saying more than 
one pretentious ineptitude; all this unhappily 
is evident as the sun at noon. The ver^' look 
of Boswell seems to have signified so much. 
In that cocked nose, cocked partly in triumph 
over his weaker fellow - creatures, partly to 
snuff up the smell of coming pleasure, , and 
179 
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it , and weighed it down, its innate strength, 
victorious over all these things, may astonish 
us. Consider what an inward impulse there 
must have been, how many mountains of im- 
pediment hurled aside, before the Scottish 
Laird could, as humble servant, embrace the 
knees (the bosom was not permitted him) of 
the English Dominie! Your Scottish Laird, 
says an English naturalist of these days, may 
be defined as the hungriest and vainest of all 
bipeds yet known. Boswell too was a Tory; 
of quite peculiarly feudal, genealogical, prag- 
matical temper; had been nurtured in an at^ 
mosphcre of Heraldrj’, at the feet of a very 
Gamaliel in that kind ; within bare walls, 
adorned only with pedigrees, amid serving-men 
in threadbare liver}-; all things teaching him, 
from birth upwards, to remember that a Laird 
was a Laird. Perhaps there was a special 
vanity in his verj- blood: old Auchinlcck had, 
if not the g.a}-,. tail-spreading, peacock vanity 
of his son, no little of the slow-stalking, con- 
tentious, hissing vanity of the gander; a still 
more fatal species. Scottish Advocates will 
yet tell you hoiv the ancient man, having 
chanced to be the first sheriff appointed (after 
the abolition of “ hereditary jurisdictions ”) by 
royal authority, was wont, in dull - snusHing 
pompous tone, to preface many a deliverance 
from the bench with these words: I, the 

first King’s Sheriff in Scotland 

.And now behold the worthy Boezy, so pre- 
poiiciicd and held back by nature and by art, 
lly ncvcrihclciS like iron to its magnet, whither 
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him therein; whether this was the true essence 
and moving principle of the phenomenon, or 
not rather its outward vesture, and the acci- 
dental environment (and defacement) in which 
it came to light? The man was,, by nature 
and habit, vain; a sycophant-coxcomb, be it 
granted : ^ but had there been nothing more 
than vanity in him, was Samuel Johnson the 
man of men to whom he must attach himself? 
At the date when Johnson tvas a poor rusty- 
coated “scholar”, dwelling in Temple-lane, 
and indeed throughout their whole intercourse 
afterwards, were there . not chancellors and 
prime ministers enough; graceful gentlemen, 
the glass of fashion; honour-giving noblemen; 
dinner-giving rich men; renowned fire-eaters, 
swordsmen, gownsmen; Quacks and Realities 
of all hues, — any one of whom bulked much 
larger in the world’s eye than Johnson ever 
did? 'fo any one of whom, by half that sub- 
missivencss and assiduity, our Boazy might 
have recommended himself; and sat there, the 
envy of surrounding lickspittles; pocketing 
now solid emolument, swallowing now ucll- 
cooked viands and wines of rich vintage; in 
each ca>e, also, shone on by some glittering 
reflex of Renown or Notoriety, so as to be 
the obicrvcvl of innumerable observers. 'I’o 
no one of whom, however, ib.ough otherwise 
a most Jtiicent .'oHcitor and rarvev or, did he 
attach him.iic'r; such vui_.,ar courtierji'.ipj 
wftc his p.tid drudgery, or leisure amu.-cme:;:; 
tb.c vvor.'htp of jv'h.ut -.a wa> h:> ura;;d, idea;, 
vo.uutary busir.c: i. Ih es not ;:ie fiotir, - 
'-i 
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“ for the sight of his Bear ”, Doubtless the 
man was laughed at, and often heard himself 
laughed at for his jolmsonism. To be envied 
is the grand and sole aim of vulgar vanity; to 
be filled with good things is that of sensuality: 
for Johnson perhaps no man living aimed poor 
Bozzy ; and of good tilings (except himself 
paid for them) there was no vestige in that 
acquaintanceship. Had nothing other or better 
than vanity and sensuality been there, Johnson 
and Boswell had never come together, or had 
soon and finally separated again. 

In fact, the so copious terrestrial dross that 
welters chaotically, as the outer sphere of this 
man’s character, does but render for us more 
remarkable, more touching, the celestial spark of 
goodness, of light, and Reverence for Wisdom, 
which dwelt in the interior, and could struggle 
through such encumbrances, and in some degree 
illuminate and beautify them. There is much 
lying yet undeveloped in the love of Boswell 
for Johnson. : A cheering proof, in a time 
which else utterly wanted and still wants such, 
that living Wisdom is quite infinitely precious 
to man, is tlie symbol of the Godlike to him, 
which even weak, eyes may discern; that Loy- 
alt}', Discipleship, all that was ever, meant by 
Hero-viorship, lives perennially in the human 
bosom,; and waits, even in these dead days, 
only for occasions to unfold' it, and inspire all 
men with it, and again make the world alive! 
James Boswell we can regard, as a practical 
witness, or real martyr, to this higli everlasting 
truth. A wonderful m.artyr, if you will; and 
i8s 
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on a thousand hills. Nay, sometimes a strange 
enough hypothesis has been started of him; 
as if it were in virtue even of these same bad 
qualities that he did his good work; as if it 
were the very fact of his being among the worst 
men in this world that had enabled him to 
write one of the best books therein ! Falser 
hypothesis, we may venture to say, never rose 
in human soul. Bad is by its nature negative, 
and can do nothing-, whatsoever enables us to 
do anything is by its very nature good. Alas, 
that there should be teachers in Israel, or even 
learners, to whom this world-ancient feet is 
still problematical, or even deniable ! Boswell 
wrote a good Book because he had a heart 
and an eye to discern Wisdom, and an utter- 
ance to render it forth; because of his free 
insight, his lively talent, above all, of his 
Love and childlike Open - mindedness. His 
sneaking sycophancies, his greediness and for- 
wardness, whatever was bestial and earthy 
in him, are so many blemishes in his Book, 
which still disturb us in its clearness; wholly 
hindrances, not helps. Towards Johnson, 
however, his feeling was not Sycophancy, 
which is the lowest, but Reverence, which is 
the highest of human feelings. None but a 
nverent man (which so unspeakably few are) 
could have found his way from Boswell’s en- 
vironment to Johnson’s; if such worship for 
real God-made superiors showed itself also as 
worship for apparent Tailor-made superiors, 
even as hollow interested mouth-worship for 
such, — the case, in this composite human 
1S9 
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India-bills, and Laws which no man can num- 
ber, which happily few men needed to trouble 
their heads with beyond the passing moment, 
were enacted, and printed by the King’s Sta- 
tioner ? That he who sat in Chancery, and 
rayed out speculation from the Woolsack, was 
now a man that squinted, now a man- that did 
not squint ? To the hungr)’' and thirsty mind 
all this avails next to nothing. -These mem 
and these things, we indeed know, did swim, 
by strength or by specific levity, as apples or as 
horse-dung, on the top of the current: but is 
it by painfully noting the courses, eddyings 
and bobbings hither and thither of such drift- 
articles, that you will unfold to me the nature 
of the current Itself; of that mighty-rolling, 
loud- roaring Life- current, bottomless as the 
foundations of the Universe, mysterious as its 
Author? The thing I want to see is not 
Redbook Lists, and Court Calendars, and Par- 
liamentary Registers, but the Life of Man in 
England : what men did, thought, suffered, 
enjoyed ; the form, especially the spirit, of 
their terrestrial existence, its outward environ- 
ment, its in^vard principle ; Ima and what it 
was ; . whence it proceeded, whither it was 
tending. 

Mournful, in truth, is it to behold what the 
business called “ Historj' ”, in these so en- 
lightened and illuminated times, still continues 
to be. Can you gather from it, read till your 
eyes go out, any dimmest shadow of an answer 
to tliat great question: How men lived and 
had their being; were it but economically, as 
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this other question: How did the King keep 
himself alive in those old days; and restrain 
so many Butcher-Barons and ravenous Hench- 
men from utterly extirpating one another, so 
that killing went on in some sort of modera- 
tion ? ■ In the one little letter of ^neas Sylvius, 
from old Scotland, there is more of History 
than in all this. — At length, however, we come 
to a luminous age, interesting enough; to the 
age of the Reformation. All Scotland is 
awakened to a second higher life : the Spirit 
of the Highest stirs in every bosom, agitates 
every bosom; Scodand is convulsed, ferment- 
ing, struggling to body itself forth anew. To 
the herdsman, among his cattle in remote 
woods; to the craftsman, in his rude, heath- 
thatched workshop, among his rude guild - 
brethren; to the great and to the litde, a new 
light has arisen: in town and hamlet groups 
are gathered, with eloquent looks, and governed 
or ungovernable tongues; the great and the 
little go forth together to do battle for the 
Lord against the mighty. We ask, with breath- 
less eagerness: How was it; how went it on ? 
Let us understand it, let us see it, and know 
it ! — In reply, is handed us a really graceful 
and most dainty litde Scandalous Chronicle 
(as for some Journal of Fashion) of two per- 
sons ; Mary Stuart, a Beauty, but over light- 
headed; and Henry Damley, a Booby who 
had fine legs. How these first courted, billed 
and cooed, according to nature ; then pouted, 
fretted, grew utterly enraged, and blew one 
another up with gunpowder: this, and not 
197 
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Keeping quiet, a small, almost a pitiful one, — 
Meanwhile let us welcome such Boswells, each 
in his degree, as bring us any genuine contri- 
bution, were it never so inadequate, so incon- 
siderable. 

An exception was early taken against this 
Life of 'Johnson, and all similar enterprises, 
which we here recommend ; and has been 
transmitted from critic to critic, and repeated 
in their several dialects, uninterruptedly, ever 
since: That such jottings-down of careless con- 
versation are an infringement of social privacy; 
a crime against our highest Freedom, the Free- 
dom of man’s intercourse with man. To this 
accusation, which we have read and heard 
oftener than enough, might it not be well for 
once to offer the flattest contradiction, and plea 
of Hot at all gpilt^ J Not that conversation is 
noted down, but that conversation should not 
deserve noting down, is the evil. Doubtless, 
if conversation be falsely recorded, then is it 
simply a Lie; and worthy of being swept, with 
all despatch, to the Father of Lies. But if, on 
the other hand, conversation can be authenti- 
cally recorded, and any one is ready for the 
task, let him by all means proceed mth it; let 
conversation be kept in remembrance to the 
latest date possible. N.ay, should the con- 
sciousness that a man may be among us “ tak- 
ing notes” tend, in any measure, to restrict 
those floods of idle insincere speechj with which 
the thought oL mankind is wdl-nigh drowned, 
— were it other than the most indubitable 
benefit ? He who speaks honestly cares not, 
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man? Thou who wearcst that cunning, heaven- 
made organ, a Tongue, think well of this. 
Speak not, I passionately entreat thee, till thy 
thought have silently matured itself, till thou 
have other than mad and mad-making noises 
to emit: hald (thou hast it a-holding) 

till iOTT.e meaning lie behind, to set it wagging. 
Consider the significance of Silence: it is 
boundless, never by meditating to be exhausted; 
unspeakably profitable to thee I Cease that 
chaotic hubbub, wherein thy own soul runs 
to waste, to confused suicidal dislocation and 
stupor ; out of Silence comes thy strength. 
“Speech is silvern. Silence is golden; Speech 
is human, Silence is divine.” Fool ! thinkest 
thou that because no Boswell is there with 
a^-skin and blacklead to note thy jargon, it 
therefore dies and is harmless ? Nothing dies, 
nothing can die. No idlest word thou speakest 
but is a seed cast into Time, and grows through 
all Eternity! The Recording Angel, consider 
it well, is no feble, but the truest of truths : 
the paper tablets thou canst bum ; of the “ iron 
leaF’ there is no burning. — ^Truly, if we can 
permit God Almighty to note down our con- 
versation, thinking it good enough for Him, — 
any poor Boswell need not scruple to work his 
will of it. 

Leaving now this our English Od^sse^, with 
its Singer and Scholiast, let us come to the 
Ulyssis^ that great Samuel Johnson himself, the 
tar-experienced, “ much-enduring man ”, w'hose 
labours and pilgrimage are here sung. A full- 
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the most have no legible logbook (reflection, 
observation not being among their talents) ;■ 
keep no reckoning, only keep in sight of the flag-r 
ship, — and fish. Read the Commodore’s' 
Papers (know his Life) ; and even your lover 
of that street. Biography will have learned the 
most of what he sought after. ■ 

Or, the servile imiinncyy and yet also a nobler 
relationship and mysterious union to one an- 
other which lies in such imitancy, of Mankind 
might be illustrated under the different figure, 
itself nowise ori^nal, of a Flock of Sheep. 
Sheep go in flocks for three reasons; First, be- 
cause they are of a gregarious temper, and love 
to .be together: Secondly, because of their 
cowardice ; they are afiaid to be left alone : 
Thirdly, because the common run of them are 
dull of sight, to a proverb, and can have no 
choice in roads; sheep can in fact see nothing; 
in a celesti.al Luminary, and a scoured pewter 
Tankard, would discern only that both dazzled 
them, and were of unspeakable glory. How 
like their fellow-creatures of the human species! 
Men too, as was from the first maintained 
here, are gregarious ; then surely faint-hearted 
enough, trembling to be left by themselves ; 
above all, dull-sighted, down to the verge of 
utter blindness. Thus are we seen ever run- 
ning in torrents, and mobs, if we run at all; and 
after what foolish scoured Tankards, mistaking 
them for Suns! Foolish Tumip-lantems like- 
Mse, to all appearance supernatural, keep whole 
nations quaking, their hair on end. Neither 
know we, e.xcept by blind habit, where the 
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ciuiiUjly vau'niii;’, o\cr .sir, .-.s ihc IK-’t t'.iJi O'krr 
a olhcnvi.vc ip.ijm-.jaUc Kuricr.'’ Reader, 
.ouldsi ihou unJcr^iaud Srxicty. yuiiJcr well 
bo£c ovine proccculn^a; thou wiU liiul liicsn 
1! cur:ou^iy bijjniiiran:. 

Now if sheep a'wa)f, how much more must 
nen always, have their Chief, their Guide! 
dan too is by nature quite thoroughly j;TC- 
ur/ear; luy, ever he struggicii to be something 
norc, to be j:c;u/; not even when Society has 
sccomc impossible, docs that dccp*scatcd ten- 
Icncy and effort forsake him. Man, .is it by 
niraculous magic, imparts his 'Thoughts, his 
Mood of mind to nun ; an unspeakable com- 
•nunion binds all past, present and future men 
nto one indissoluble whole, almost into one 
living individual. Of which high, mysterious 
Truth, this disposition to iw/rj.v, to lead and 
be led, this impossibility not to imitate, is the 
most constant, and one of the simplest mani- 
festations. To imitate 1 which of us all can 
measure the significance that lies in that one 
word ? By virtue of which the infant Man, 
bom at Woolsthorpe, grows up not to be a 
hairy Savage and chewer of Acorns, but an 
Isaac Newton and Discoverer of Solar Systems 1 
— ^Thus both in a celestial and terrestrial sense 
arc we a Flock, such as there is no other ; nay, 
looking away from the base and ludicrous to 
the sublime and sacred side of the matter (since 
in every matter there are two sides), have not 
we also a Shepherd, ** if we will but hear his 
voice” 1 Of those stupid multitudes there is 
no one but has an immortal Soul within him; 
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fair of the World, blinded by the mere Shows 
of things, these saw into the Things them- 
selves, and could walk as men having an 
ctorn;il loadstar, and with their feet on sure 
paths. I’hus was there a Rcii/iiy in their exist- 
ence ; something of a perennial character ; in 
virtue of which indeed it is that the memory 
of them is perennial. Whoso belongs only to 
his orvn .age, and reverences only rV/gilt Popin- 
jays or soot -smeared Mumbojumbos, must 
needs die with it; though he have been crowned 
seven times in the Capitol, or seventy and seven 
times, and Rumour h.avc blown his praises to 
all the four winds, deafening every car there- 
with, — it avails not; there was nothing uni- 
versal, nothing eternal in Jiiin ; he must lade 
aw.a}', even as the Popinjay-gildings and Scare- 
crow-apparel, which he could not see through. 
The great man does, in good truth, belong to 
his own age ; nay, more so than any other 
man; being properly the synopsis and epitome 
of such age wiilr Its interests and inllucnccs : 
but bclong.s likewise to all ages, otlierwisc he 
is not great. What was transitory in him 
passes aw.iy ; and an immortal part remains, 
the significance of which is in strict speech 
inexhaustible, — as that of every r<v/ object is. 
Aloft, con.spicuous, on his enduring basi.s, he 
stands there, serene, unaltering ; silently ad- 
dresses to every new generation a new lesson 
aiul monition. Well is his Life worth writing, 
wortli interpreting; and ever, in the new dia- 
lect of new limes, of rc- writing and rc-iiiter- 
preting. 
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a whole falsehood. Shake it off; awake; up 
and be doing, even as it is given thee ! 

The Contradiction which yawnsJivide enough 
in every Life, which it is the meaning and 
task of Life to reconcile, was in Johnson’s 
wider than in most. Seldom, for any man, has 
the contrast between the ethereal heavenward 
side of things, and the dark sordid earthward, 
been more glaring; whether we look at Nature’s 
work with him or Fortune’s, from first to last, 
heterogeneity, as of sunbeams and miry clay, is 
on all hands manifest. Whereby indeed, only 
this was declared, That much Life had been 
given him ; many things to triumph over, a 
great work to do. Happily also he did it; 
better than the most. 

Nature had given him a high, keen-visioned, 
almost poetic soul ; yet withal imprisoned it 
in an inert, unsightly body : he that could 
never rest had not limbs that would move with 
him, but only roll and waddle; the inward 
eye, all-penetrating, all-embracing, must look 
thraugh bodily windows that were dim, half- 
blinded ; he so loved men, and “ never once 
saw the human face divine” ! Not less did he 
prize the love of men; he was eminently social; 
the approbation of his fellows was dear to 
him, “valuable”, as he owned, “if from the 
meanest of human beings” ; yet the first im- 
pression he produced on every man was to be 
one of .aversion, almost of disgust. By Nature 
it was farther ordered that the imperious 
Johnson should be born poor; the ruler-soul, 
strong in its native royalty, generous, uncon- 
( B 85 ) S09 O 
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him a King among Kings. Had the golden 
age of those new French Prophets, when it 
shall be a chatun selon sa capaciti, a chaque 
capacite selon ses eeuvresy but arrived ! Indeed 
even in our brazen and Birmingham-lacker age, 
he himself regretted that he had not become a 
Lawyer, and risen to be Chancellor, which he 
might well have done. However, it was other- 
wise appointed. To no man does Fortune 
throw open all the kingdoms of this world, and 
say: It is thine; choose where thou wilt dwell! 
To the most she opens hardly the smallest 
cranny or doghutch, and says, not without 
asperity: There, that is thine while thou canst 
keep it; nestle thyself there, and bless Heaven! 
Alas, men must fit themselves into many things: 
some forty years ago, for instance, die noblest 
and ablest Man in all the British lands might 
be seen not swaying the royal sceptre, or the 
pontifPs censer, on the pinnacle of the World, 
but gauging ale - tubs in the litde burgh of 
Dumfries! Johnson came a litde nearer the 
mark than Burns: but with him too, “Strength 
was mournfully denied its arena ” ; he too had 
to fight Fortune at strange odds, all his life 
long. 

Johnson’s disposition for foyaliy (had the 
Fates so ordered it) is well seen in early boy- 
hood. “His &vourites”, says Boswell, “used 
to receive very liberal assistance from him; and 
such w.a^ the submission and deference with 
which he was treated, that three of the boys, 
of ivhom Mr. Hector was sometimes one, used 
to come in the morning as his humble attend- 

3II 
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enduring the incurable: what a world of black- 
est gloom, with sun -gleams and pale tearful 
moon-gleams, and flickerings of a celestial and 
an infernal splendour, was this that now 
opened for him! But the weather is wintr\'; 
and the toes of the man are looking through 
his shoes. His muddp features grow of a 
purple and sea-green colour ; a Sood of black 
indignation mantling beneath. A truculent, 
raw-boned ngure! hleat he has probably little; 
hope he has less; his feet, as we said, have 
come into brotherhood with the cold mire. 

“ Shall I be particular,’* inquires Sir John Haw- 
kins, “ and relate a circuinstnnce of his distress, that 
cannot be imputed to him as an effect of his own 
extravagance or irregularity, and consequently re- 
jects no disgrace on his memory? He had smxce 
any change of raiment, and, in a short time after 
Corbet left him, but one pair of shoes, and those so 
old that his feet were seen through them: a gentle- 
man of his college, the father of an eminent clergy- 
man now living, directed a servitor one morning to 
place a new pair at the door of Johnson’s chamber; 
who seeing them upon his first going out, so far 
forgot himself and the spirit which must have actu- 
ated his unknown benefaaor, that, with all the in- 
dignation of an insulted man, he threw them away.” 

How exceedingly surprising! — ^The Rev Dr. 
Hall remarks : “ As &r as we can judge from 
a cursory view of the weekly account in the 
buttery-books, Johnson appears to have lived 
as w^ as other commoners and scholars,” 
Alas! such ^ cursory view of the buttery-’cooks”, 
now from the safe distance of a cenroiy, in the 
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Povertj'. Johnson has knocked at the gate, 
as one having a right; but there was no open- 
ing: the world lies all encircled as with brass; 
nowhere can he find or force the smallest en- 
trance. An ushership at Market Bosworth, 
and “ a disagreement between him and Sir 
Wolstan Dixie, the patron of the school”, 
yields him; bread of affliction and water of 
affliction; .'but so bitter,, that unassisted human 
nature cannot swallow them.. Young Samson 
will grind no more in the Philistine mill of 
Bosworth; quits hold of Sir Wolstan, and the 
domestic chaplaincy, so far at least as to say 
grace at table ”, and also to be “ treated with what 
he represented as intolerable harshness”; and 
so, after “ some months of such complicated 
misery”, feeling doubdess that there are worse 
things in the world than quick death by Famine, 
“ relinquishes a situation, which all his life 
afterw.ards he recollected with the strongest 
aversion, and even horror”. Men like John- 
son are properly called the Forlorn Hope of 
the World : judge whether his hope was for- 
lorn or not, by this Letter to a dull oily Printer, 
who called himself Syhanus Urban'. 

“ Sir, — As you appear no less sensible than your 
readers of the defect of your poetical article, you 
will not be displeased if (in order to the improve- 
ment of it) I communicate to you the sentiments 
of a person who will undertake, on reasonable terms, 
sometimes to fill a column. 

“ His opinion is,- that the public would ", &c., Src. 

“ If such a correspondence will be agreeable to 
you, be . pleased to inform me in two posts, what 
215 - 



9IC 

‘j[3sji oj uiii{ a-'jEj oj ‘sScjnoo snojauaS ipiM 
‘uaip puE 5^jiprA\ 33m J3A3 j ueui sjqisnss 
3som 3i{3 sj siifj^ „ ‘mii[ jo SuuEsq pus 3t{3is 
3Sjy 3E ‘3Sp3[A\OU3(OE 03 3-IE31J 3JEm3J 3AEjq Aut 
puy pjnoifs ‘}v p3J3ppnT[s pnE 3 e p3i{§nE[ t{ 3 oq 
asm [[E qoo[ ssoqM ‘Msuq uEm ou qossds ssoqAV 
‘qnp pspsd q3iAi ssb[3aioi[eq i[SHI smos sqq 
‘u3qDiJ3s-30A\ ‘Xpuo[ 3uiq[E3S ‘uEmp[iy^\ p33g: 
-dmE3s ‘puijqind 3q3 •j03J3q3 3nipuB3SJ3p 

-nn ou pEq XpusiEdds oqAA ‘sp3Jora XuEm Aq 

3[nDipU q3IAA P33E3J3 USsq SEq J3330J; Aiopi^ 

poo3 3q3 q 3 iM sSeijjboi s^uosnqof ; miq 03 
3jr^ 3q qiAi oqM ‘pusuj e : pooS pu3S3xr33 
3S3DioqD 3q3 ‘^ipug ‘Atu f^^sEsumS 3Ag„ u3E3 
UEO 3q ‘[[inb-3soo3 pssEqoind ua\o siq q3iAv 
‘jps3i rnEq^niumg; uj jssiAAsqii op puE noq3 
O 0 j miq JO puEq ij 3 A 3 no 3 uiai[ puE Suixius 
fp ‘3DU33SiX5[ UBranq pazipsi jEn 30 E ue ^pESJjE 
3on 3J9q3 SI pus f s3uiip UEmnq sjqmnq q3iAV 
p33n33uoo 3q 03 sujBsi nosuqof :,jJ33pqs ou 
. UBq3„ ‘qo 30 og oqa Aes ^/qsnq psms e 333339 ; „ 

•psiofus 3q 03 U3A3 ‘/'My 3q 03 3q3u S3I S333SSE 
-33 f UEUI 3I{3 UI S3I[[E3 3JI/J ‘SS3pq333A3^ 

•33iqsqoiM 

-3Ey^Y ‘mEq3ufm3ig; ui ‘nosuqOj[ pnmEg si 31 
JO 33SS33ppE 3q3 i^^UOpUO'J ‘33E0 S^Uqof ‘35 3B 

'3AE3 punmpg; uj/q „ si ‘p3ss33ppE s3o3 33333 ^ 
siq3 inoqAA 03 ‘uos39d sno33n33 sip ‘33pB39 


.pjEdmi 03 suSissp 
33q3o 3AEq I ‘33dEd siqi sspissq s333ro3d Xie33ii[ Xue 
UI sSeSus noif jj •Jaiso 33 U 3 S 3 noj( 3 sn 33 sip 03 uos 

-K3 ou 3UI S3AlS (ulSOjJ SZpj V 30j) 33JJ0 SIEf 3n0J^ 

UI 333 dx 3 qEqs noX qsiqAv uo 3 jn suouipuoo sqi 


MosMHor smaMSoe 



BOSWELL’S JOHNSON 


and say, Be thou mine ; be thou warmed here, 
and thawed to life! — in all this, in the kind 
Widow’s love and pit)' for him, in Johnson’s 
love and gratitude, there is actually no matter 
for ridicule. Their wedded life, as is the 
common lot, was made up of dri^tale and dry 
weather; but innocence and worth dwelt in it; 
and when death had ended it, a certain s;icred- 
ncss: Johnson’s deathless affection forhisTetty 
was always venerable and noble. However, 
be this as it might, Johnson is now minded to 
wed ; and will live by the trade of Pedagogy, 
for by this also may lifc be kept in. Let the 
world therefore take notice : “ At Edlal near 
Lichjieldy in Sti{ffbrdshire,yo!inggent!emen are boarded, 
and taught the Latin and Greek ianguages, by — 
Samuel‘ Joh.nso.n”. Had this Edial enterprise 
prospered, how different might the issue have 
been ! Johnson had lived a life of unnoticed 
nobleness, or swoln into some amorphous Dr. 
Parr, of no avail to us ; Bozzy would have 
dwindled into official insignificance, or risen 
by some other elevation ; old Auchinleck had 
never been afflicted with “ ane that keeped a 
schule”, or obliged to violate hospitality by a 
“ Cromwell do ? God, sir, he g;irt kings ken 
that there was a /ith in their neck!” But the 
- Edial enterprise did not prosper; Destiny had 
other work appointed for Samuel Johnson; and 
young gentlemen got board where they could 
elsewhere find it. This man was to become 
a Teacher of grown gentlemen, in the most 
surprising w.ay; a Man of Letters, and Ruler 
of the British Nation for some time, — not of 
317 
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Authorship. Scroggins, however, seems to 
h.tvc been but an iJler ; not at all so diligent 
as wonliy Mr. Boyce, whom wc might have 
Seen up in bed, with his wearing - ap- 

parel of Blanket about him, and a liole slit in 
the same, that his hand might be at liberty 
to work in its vocation. The w'orst was, that 
too frequently a blackguard recklessness of 
temper ensued, incap.tble of turning to account 
what good the gods even here had provided: 
your Boyces acted on some stoico - epicurean 
principle of carpe dierny as men do in bombarded 
towns, and seasons of raging pestilence; — and 
so had lost not only their life, and presence of 
mind, but their status as persons of respect- 
ability. The tr.ade of Author was at about one 
of its lowest ebbs when Johnson embarked 
on it. 

Accordingly wc find no mention of Illumi- 
nations in the city of London, when this same 
Ruler of the British Nation arrived in it : no 
cannon-salvos are fired ; no flourish of drums 
and trumpets greets his appearance on the 
scene. He enters quite quietly, with some 
copper halfpence in his pocket; creeps into 
lodgings in Exeter Street, Strand ; and has a 
Coronation Pontiff also, of not less peculiar 
equipment, whom, with all submissiveness, he 
nmst wait upon, in his Vatican of St. John’s 
Gate. This is the dull oily Printer alluded 
to above. 

“Cave’s temper”, says our Knight Hawkins, “was 
phlegmatic; though he assumed, as the publisher 
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as elsewhere Fortune had given him unspeak- 
able Contradictions to reconcile. For a man 
of Johnson’s stamp, the Problem was twofold: 
First, not only as the humble but indispensable 
condition of all else, to keep himself, if so 
might be, alive ; but secondly, to keep himself 
alive by speaking forth the Truth that was in 
him, and speaking, it that is, in the 

clearest and fittest utterance the Heavens had 
enabled him to give it, let the Earth say to this 
what she liked. . Of which twofold Problem 
if it be hard to solve either member separately, 
how incalculably more so to solve it, when 
both are conjoined, and work with endless 
complication into one another! He that finds 
himself already kept alive can sometimes (un- 
happily not always) speak a little truth; he that 
finds himself able and willing, to all lengths, 
to\ speak lies, may, by watching how the wind 
sits, scrape together a livelihood, sometimes' of 
great splendour : he, .again, who finds himself 
provided with neither endowment, has but a 
ticklish game to play, and shall have praises 
if he win it. Let us look a little at both faces 
of the matter ; and see what front they then 
offered our Adventurer, what front he offered 
them. 

At the time of Johnson’s appearance on the 
field. Literature, in many senses, was in a tran- 
sitional state; chiefly in' this sense, as respects 
the pecuniary subsistence of its cultivators. It 
was in the very act of passing from the protec- 
tion of Patrons into that of the Public ; no 
longer to supply its necessities by laudatory 
aax 
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feigned, that baseness entered into the trans- 
action on both sides ; and, indeed, flourished 
there with rapid luxuriance, till that became 
disgraceful for a Dryden, which a Shakspeare 
could once practise without offence. 

Neither, it is very true, was the new way 
of Bookseller Mecaenasship worthless ; which 
opened itself at this juncture, for the most im- 
portant of all tr.ansport-trades, now when the 
old way. had become too miry and impassable. 
Remark, moreover, how this second sort of 
Mecffinasship, after carrying us through nearly 
a century of Literary Time, appears now to 
have well-nigh discharged its function also ; 
and to be working pretty rapidly towards some 
third method, the exact conditions of which 
are yet nowise visible. Thus all things have 
their end ; and we should part with them all, 
not in anger, but in peace. The Bookseller- 
System, during its peculiar century, the whole 
of the eighteenth, did carry us handsomely 
along ; and many good Works it has left us, 
and many good Men it maintained : if it is 
now expiring by Puffery, as the Patronage- 
System did by Flattery (for Lying is ever the 
forerunner of Death, nay is itself Death), let 
us not forget its benefits; how it nursed Litera- 
ture through boyhood and school - years, as 
Patronage had wrapped it in soft swaddling- 
bands; — till now we see it about to put on 
the toga virilis, could it but Jind any such ! 

There is tolerable travelling on the beaten 
road, run how it may ; only on the new road 
not yet levelled and paved, and ou the old road 
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ferable; neither had very high attractions; the 
Patron’s aid was now well-nigh necessarily pol- 
luted by sycophancy, before it could come to 
hand ; the Bookseller’s was deformed with 
greedy stupidity, not to say entire wooden- 
headedness and disgust (so that an Osborne 
even required to be knocked down, by an author 
of spirit), and could barely keep the thread of 
life together. ' The one was the wages of suffer- 
ing and poverty; the other, unless you gave 
strict heed to it, the wages of sin. In time, 
Johnson had opportunity of looking into both 
methods, and ascertaining what they were; but 
found, at first trial, that the former would in 
fiowise do for him. Listen, once again, to that 
far-famed Blast of Doom, proclaiming into the 
ear of Lord Chesterfield, and, through him, of 
the listening world, that patronage should be 
no more ! 

“ Seven years, my Lord, have now past, since I 
waited in your outward rooms, or was repulsed from 
your door; during which time I have been pushing 
on my Work through difficulties, of which it is 
useless to complain, and have brought it at last to 
the verge of publication, without one act of assist- 
ance, one word of encouragement, or one smile of 
favour. 

“The shepherd in Virgil grew at last acquainted 
with Love, and found, him a native of the rocks. 

“ Is not a patron, my Lord, one who looks with 
unconcern on a man struggling for life in the water, 
and when he has reached ground, encumbers him 
with help ? The notice which you have been 
pleased to take of my labours, had it been early, had 
been kind: but it has been delayed till I am indiffer- 
( B 8s ) 225 P 
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hood, nor anything but what the Prompter 
and Player (uroKpir?)?) put into them. Alas ! 
for poor Johnson Contradiction abounded ; in 
spirituals and in temporals, within and with- 
out. Born with the strongest unconquerable 
love of just Insight, he must begin to live and 
learn in. a scene where Prejudice flourishes 
with rank luxuriance. England was all con- 
fused enough, sightless and yet restless, take 
it where you would ; but figure the best in- 
tellect in England nursed up to manhood in 
the idol-cavern of a poor Tradesman’s house, 
in the cathedral city of Lichfield ! What is 
Truth ? said jesting Pilate. What is Truth ? 
might earnest Johnson much more emphatically 
say.. Truth, no longer, like the Pheenix, in 
rainbow ’plumage, poured, from her glittering 
beak, such tones of sweetest melody as took 
captive every ear: the Phoenix (waxing old) 
had wellnigh ceased her singing, and empty 
wearisome Cuckoos, and doleful monotonous 
Owls, innumerable Jays also, and twittering 
Sparrows on the housetop, pretended they 
were repeating her. 

It was wholly a divided age, that of Johnson; 
Unity existed nowhere, in its Heaven, or in 
its Earth. Society, through every fibre, was 
rent asunder : all things, it was then becoming 
visible, but could not then be understood, 
were moving onwards, with an impulse re- 
ceived ages before, yet now first with a decisive 
rapidity, towards that great chaotic gulf, where, 
whether in the shape of French Revolutions, 
Reform Bills, or what shape soever, bloody 

227 
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fever had passed into France, into Scotland ; 
and already it smouldered, far and wide, secretly 
eating out the heart of England. Bayle had 
played his part ; Voltaire, on a wider theatre, 
was playing his, — Johnson’s senior by some 
fifteen years; Hume and Johnson were children 
almost of the same year. To this keener order 
of intellects did Johnson’s indisputably belong : 
was he to join them ; was he to oppose them ? 

A complicated question : for, alas, the Church 
itself is no longer, even to him, wholly of true 
adamant, but of adamant and baked mud con- 
joined : the zealously Devout must find his 
Church tottering; and pause amazed to see, 
instead of inspired Priest, many a swine-feeding 
Trulliber ministering at her altar. It is not 
the least curious of the incoherences which 
Johnson had to reconcile, that, though by 
nature contemptuous and incredulous, he was, 
at that time of day, to find his safety and glory 
in defending, with his whole might, the tradi- 
tions of the elders. 

Not less perplexingly intricate, and on both ' 
sides hollow or questionable, was the aspect 
of Politics. Whigs struggling blindly forward, 
Tories holding blindly back ; each with some 
forecast of a half truth ; neither with any fore- 
cast of the whole ! Admire here this other 
Contradiction in the life of Johnson ; that, 
though the most ungovernable, and in practice 
the most independent of men, he must be a 
Jacobite, and worshipper of the Divine Right. 
In Politics also there are. Irreconcilables enough 
for him. As, indeed, how could it be other- 
229 
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to meddle with it, and to have any Russel 
or Sydney to meddle with, there could be 
no divineness of character; not till, in these 
latter d;iys, it took the figure of a thorough- 
going, all-defying Radicalism, was there any 
solid footing for it to stand on. Of the like 
uncertain, half- hollow nature had Toryism 
become, in Johnson’s time; preaching forth 
indeed an everlasting truth, the duty of Loyalty; 
yet now, ever since the final expulsion of the 
Stuarts, having no Person^ but only an Office 
to be loyal to ; no living Soul to worship, but 
only a dead velvet-cushioned Chair. Its alti- 
tude, therefore, was stiff-necked refusal to move; 
as that of Whiggism was clamorous command 
to move, — let rhyme and reason, on both 
hands, say to it what they might. The conse- 
quence was; Immeasurable floods of contentious 
jargon, tending nowhither ; false conviction ; 
false resistance to conviction; decay (ultimately 
to become decease) of whatsoever was once 
understood by the words. Principle, or Honeciy 
of heart ; the louder and louder triumph of 
Haffi\tss and Plausibility over irho/encss and 
Truth ; — at last, this all-overshadowing efflor- 
escence of Quackery, which we now see, with 
all its deadening and killing 'fruits, in all its 
innumerable branches, down to the lowest. 
How, between these jarring extremes, wherein 
the rotten lay so inextricably intermingled 
with the sound, and as yet no eye could see 
through the ulterior meaning of the matter, 
was a faithful and true man to adjust himself? 

That Johnson, in spite of all drawbacks. 
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must answer, — at peril of his life. The Whig or 
Sceptic, on the other hand, had a much simpler 
part to play. To him only the idolatrous side 
of things, nowise the divine one, lay visible : 
not worship, therefore, nay, in the strict sense 
not heart-honesty, only at most lip- and hand- 
honesty, is required of him. What spiritual 
force is his, he can conscientiously employ 
in the work of cavilling, of pulling down what 
is False. For the rest, that there is or can 
be any Truth of a higher than sensu.al nature, 
has not occurred to him. The utmost, there- 
fore, that he as mair has to aim at, is Respecta- 
bility, the suffrages of his fellow-men. Such 
suffrages he may weigh as well as count ; or 
count only : according as he is a Burke, or a 
Wilkes.. But beyond these there lies nothing 
divine for him ; these attained, all is attained. 
Thus is his whole world distinct and rounded- 
in ; a clear goal is set before him ; a firm path, 
rougher or smoother ; at worst a firm region 
wherein, to seek a path : let him gird up his 
loins, and tr.avel on without misgivings ! For 
the honest Conservative, .again, nothing is 
distinct, nothing rounded-in : Respectability 
can nowise be his highest Godhead ; not one 
aim, but two conflicting aims to be continually 
reconciled by him, has he to strive after. A 
difficult position, as we said ; which accordingly 
the most did, even in those days, but half 
defend : by the surrender, namely, of their 
own too cumbersome honestp, or even under- 
standing', after which the completest defence 
was worth little. Into this difficult position 
=33 
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%vith its floating lumber, and sea-krakens, and 
mud-spectres, — shape himself a voyage ; of the 
transient driftwood, and the enduring iron, build 
him a sea-worthy Life-boat, and sail therein, 
undrowned, unpolluted, through the roaring 
“ mother of dead dogs ”, onwards to an eternal 
Landmark, and City that hath foundations ? 
This high question is even the one answered 
in Boswell’s Book ; which Book we therefore, 
not so falsely, have named a Heroic Poem ; for 
in it there lies the whole argument of such. 
Glory to our brave Samuel ! He accomplished 
this wonderful Problem ; and now through 
long generations, we point to him, and say : 
Here also was a Man ; let the world once 
more have assurance of a Man ! 

Had there been in Johnson, now when 
afloat on that confusion worse confounded of 
grandeur and squalor, no light but an earthly 
outward one, he too must have made ship- 
wreck. With his dise.ased body, and vehement 
voracious heart, how easy for him to become 
a carpe-diem Philosopher, like the rest, and 
live and die as miserably as any Boyce of that 
Brotherhood ! But happily there was a higher 
light for him ; shining as a lamp to his path ; 
which, in all paths, would teach him to act 
and walk not as a fool, but as wise, and in 
those evil days too “redeeming the time”. 
Under dimmer or clearer manifestations, a 
Truth had been revealed to him : I also am 
a Man ; even in this unutterable element of 
Authorship, I may live as beseems a Man ! 
That Wrong is not only different from Right, 
=35 
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by inferior lights. How a true man, ,in the 
midst of errors and uncertainties, shall work 
out for himself a sure Life-truth; and adjusting 
the transient to the eternal, amid the fragments 
of ruined Temples build up, with toil and pain, 
a little Altar for himself, and worship there; 
how Samuel Johnson, in the era of Voltaire, 
can purify and fortify his soul, and hold real 
communion with the Highest, “ in the Church 
of St. Clement Danes”: this too stands all 
unfolded in his Biography, and is among the 
most touching and memorable things there; 
a thing to be looked at with pity, admiration, 
awe. Johnson’s Religion was as the light of 
life to him ; without it, his heart was all sick, 
dark and had no guidance left. 

He is now enlisted, or impressed, into that 
unspeakable shoebl.idi-seraph Army of Authors; 
but can feel hereby that he lights under a 
celestial flag, and will quit, him like a man. 
The first grand requisite, an assured heart, 
he therefore has: what his outward equipments 
and .accoutrements arc, is the nc.'ct question ; 
an important, though inferior one. His in- 
tellectual stock, intrinsically victved, is perhaps 
inconsiderable : the furnishings of an English 
School and English University; good know- 
ledge of the Latin tongue, a more uncertain 
one of Greek ; this is a rather slender stock 
of Education wherewith to front the world. 
But then it is to be remembered that his 
world was England ; that such was the culture 
'Engl.md commonly supplied and expected. 
Besides Johnson has been a voracious rc.idcr, 
3.17 
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for a penny, and do , without supper. On 
ckan-shirt-day he went abroad, and paid visits.” 
Think by whom, and of whom this was uttered, 
and ask then. Whether there is more pathos 
in it than in a whole circulating-library of 
Giaours and Harolds, or. less pathos? On 
another occasion, “when Dr. Johnson, one 
day, read his own Satire, in which the life 
of a scholar is painted, with the various ob- 
structions thrown in his way to fortune and 
to fame, he burst into a passion of tears : Mr. 
Thrale’s family and Mr. Scott only were 
present, who, in a jocose way, clapped him 
on the back, and said, ‘What’s all this, my 
dear sir ? Why you and I and Hercules, you 
know, were all troubled with melancholy .’ He 
was a very large man, and made-out the trium- 
virate with Johnson and Hercules comically 
enough." These were sweet tears ; the sweet 
victorious remembrance lay in them of toils 
indeed frightful, yet never flinched from, and 
now triumphed over. “ One day it shall 
delight you also to remember labour done! ” — 
Neither, though Johnson is obscure and poor, 
need the highest enjoyment of existence, that 
of heart freely communicating with heart, be 
denied him. Savage and he wander homeless 
through the streets ; without bed, yet not 
without friendly converse; such another con- 
versation not, it is like, producible in the 
proudest drawing-room of London. Nor, 
under the void Night, upon the hard pave- 
ment, arc their own woes the only topic : 
nowise ; they “ will stand by their country ”, 
(B8s) =41 Q 
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whicli matter, it vv.is baid by a benevolent 
person ; If any author cart be reviewed to 
vlcath, let it be, with all convenient despatch, 
r/om. Johnson thankfully receives any word 
spoken in his favour ; is nowise disobliged 
by a lampoon, but will look at it, if pointed 
out to him, and show how it might have been 
done better : the lampoon itself is indeed 
nothing, a soap-bubble that, next moment, will 
become a drop of sour suds; but in the mean 
while, if it do anything, it keeps him more 
in the world’s eye, and the next bargain will be 
all the richer : “ Sir, if they should cease to 
talk of me, I must starve”. Sound heart and 
understanding head ; these fail no man, not 
even a Man of Letters ! 

Obscurity, however, was, in Johnson’s ease, 
whether a light or heavy evil, likely to be 
no lasting one. He is animated by the spirit 
of a true ovorkman, resolute to do his work 
well.; and he does his work well ; all his work, 
that of w'riting, that of living. A man of 
this stamp is unhappily not so common in 
the literary or in any other department of the 
world, that he can continue always unnoticed. 
By slow degrees, Johnson emerges ; looming, 
at first, huge and dim in the eye of an obser- 
vant few ; at last disclosed, in his real pro- 
portions, to the eye of the whole world, and 
encircled with a “ light-nimbus ” of glory, so 
that whoso is not blind must and shall behold 
him. By slow degrees, we said ; for this also 
is notable ; slow but sure : as his fame waxes 
not by exaggerated clamour of what he seems 
243 
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soul!’" Vet, on the whole, there is no evil 
in the “ guoacberr^'-fool but rather much 
good; of a finer, if of a weaker, sore than 
Johnson’s; and all the more genuine that he 
himself could never become (ousciouj of it, — 
though unhappily never cease tittcmptiug to 
become so : the Author of the genuine Vicar 
of Vakefcliy nill he, will he, must needs fly 
towards such a mass of genuine Manhood ; 
and Dr. Minor keep gyrating round Dr. Major, 
alternately attracted and repelled. Then there 
IS the chlv.alrous Topham Beauclerk, with his 
sharp wit, and gallant courtly ways : there is 
Bennet Langton, an orthodox gentleman, and 
worthy ; though Johnson once laughed, louder 
almost than mortal, at his last will and testa- 
tticnt ; and “ could not stop his merriment, 
but continued it all the way till he got without 
the Temple-gate ; then burst into such a fit 
of laughter that he appeared to be almost 
m a convulsion ; and, in order to support 
himself, laid hold of one of the posts at the 
side of the fooc-pavement, and sent forth peals 
so loud that, in the silence of the night, his 
voice seemed to resound from Temple- bar 
to Fleet-ditch”! Lastly comes his solid- 
thinking, solid-feeding Thrale, the well-beloved 
man ; w'ith Thraha, a bright papilionaceous 
creature, whom the elephant loved to play 
with, and wave to and fro upon his trunk. 
Not to speak of a reverent Bozzy, for what 
need is there farther ? — Or of the spiritual 
Luminaries, with tongue or. pen, who made 
that age remarkable ; or of Highland Lairds 
=45 
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man has remembered. Again, js the Primate 
of all England something, or is he nothing? 
If something, then what but the , man who, 
in the supreme degree, teaches and spiritually 
edifies, and leads towards Heaven by guiding 
wisely through the Earth, the living souls 
that inhabit England ? We touch here upon 
deep matters ; . which but remotely concern 
us, and might lead us into still deeper : 
clear, in the mean while, it is that the true 
Spiritual . Edifier and Soul’s-Father of all Eng- 
land was, and till very lately continued to be, 
the man named Samuel Johnson, — whom this 
scot-and-lot-paying world cackled reproachfully 
to see remunerated like a Supervisor of Excise! 

If Destiny had beaten hard on poor Samuel, 
and did never cease to visit him too roughly, 
yet the last section, of his Life might be 
pronounced victorious, and on the whole 
happy. He was not idle ; but now no longer 
goaded , on by want ; the light which had 
shone irradiating the dark haunts of Poverty, 
now illuminates the circles of Wealth, of a 
certain culture and elegant intelligence ; he 
who had once been admitted to speak with 
Edmund Cave and Tobacco Browne, now 
admits a Reynolds and a Burke to speak with 
him. Loving friends are there ; Listeners, 
even Answerers : the fruit of his long labours 
lies round him in fair legible Writings, of 
Philosophy, Eloquence, Morality, Philology; 
some. excellent, all worthy and genuine Works; 
for which too, a deep, earnest murmur of 
thanks reaches him from all ends of his Fatherr 
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the man by whose light the English people, 
in public and in private, more than by any 
other man’s, have guided their existence. 
Higher light than that immediately pmciical 
one ; higher virtue than an honest Prudence, 
he could not then communicate; nor perhaps 
could they have received : such light, such 
^■irtuc, however, he did communicate. Plow 
to thread this labyrinthic Time, the fallen and 
filling Ruin of Times; to silence vain Scruples, 
hold firm to the last the fragments of old 
Belief, and with earnest eye still discern some 
glimpses of a true path, and go forward 
thereon, “ in a world where there is much 
to be done, and little to be known”: this 
is what Samuel Johnson, by act and word, 
taught his nation ; what his nation received 
and learned of him, more than of any other. 
We can view him as the preserver and trans- 
mitter of whatsoever was genuine in the spirit 
of Toryism ; which genuine spirit, it is now 
becoming manifest, must again embody itself 
in all new forms of Society, be what they may, 
that are to exist, and have continuance- — else- 
where than on Paper. The last in many 
things, Johnson was the last genuine Tory; 
the last of Englishmen who, with strong voice 
and wholly-belienng heart, preached the Doc- 
trine of Standing still ; who, without selfishness 
or slavishness, reverenced the existing Powers, 
and could assert the prmleges of rank, though 
himself poor, neglected and plebeian ; who 
had hearc-devoutness with heart-hatred of cant, 
^vas orthodox-religious with his eyes open ; 



‘u3ui SuipasDons jo .^icjodinsjnoD pnoXoq 
‘uosuqof pnuiug :3i ‘cjg; A^^u c ojni X^uipo aour 
-j3Aipp J3q 3 no jfJOA\ ‘u3AiS scq 31 sousiJadxa 
aq; jo pnc Xrpp siqj }o an3JTA iii ‘33/ Xcm 
pnc i uounjOAsy qousjj s jo qjcq-pooiq 3q3 
psdcosa scq puc[ 3 ug jj jaq snjcA spciu 
-psani uc 30U /era ‘uoucpjraai 3S33Joqs qons 
ui ti 3 A 3 33 _; 5 ^ 'Jnoq jjoqs c joj pnc /pcpjcd 
3U3jjnD 3q3 pjC33J 3t\q uco ucra 3S3 Suoj 3S aqj^ 
jsssDons 3 Acq J 3 A 3 ‘31 pjnoqs jo *3J p|noD A\oq 
— i 30U 3Aop\[ ‘Sur/cs puE 'uA3op rasqj SnpoqDUC 
puE 'sSuiq; pE Suiqojnp jo arai jo pooij 
]cnj333 aqi Su]rara33s jo siqi ; suo syqissodrai uc 
jpsii UI SEAv raiE s^uosuqof- -/psauoq ‘/psiA\ 
sqjEAv ‘aSucqQ jo /up c ut ‘oqAv raiq jo 
3 iJ 3 ra aqi si ‘sspis qjoq joj p33qnopun puc 
‘spqAV UC3UI 3q3 ui ‘je3JQ ‘sjqraEqap uicrasj 
J3A3 3snra joqBAOuaj aqi puc jo3eaj3suo3 
3 q 3 JO 3 U 3 ra 3 ApD 3 ds 3 j 3 ip ‘srasiuooEjuy jo 
3 DUEpq 3 q 3 /q sjsixa qoiqAV ppoAA c uj 

•raiq ippu 

qacq 3 AOjp oq 3cqA\ SuiScuiEp puE ‘/pAispA 
-uoD ‘ajusEsra ou qiiAA papoosj ‘jsqun^jL ajns 
daap V ucip jsqici ucpijoiaify; pajqSis-Jcj juap 
-U 3 jds 3 I E ‘ 3 S 3 UJE 3 UEip J 3 q 3 EJ 3 U 3 ra 3 q 3 A UEOI 
E 3 qq ‘puE i papooaj ‘Suipcaj /[qirjiAsui sea\ 
3 Sjg oqi raojj rasiSSiq^^ qoiqAi spjEA \03 raseqa 
3 ip JO sSjsa 3 q 3 SuiqDE 3 J uo ‘/|uo puE ‘SjqyW ^ 
Xpepuassa sbay a.^jug ipirs ua3jo si se ‘aqing 
3on :uosnqof seav sapoj^ atp jo .3sej siqx 

■UEin E JO 3nq jspcuioydrp e jo aou auoj 
puc 3 UOJJ aqj ipiM puc ‘jnoqjcq ou pug p]no3 
raspinsaf uiajaqAi |nos c raojj ‘qsqSug uicid ui 
3no" aqods ajaqAiXiaAa puE sSuiqs ui puc 


MOSMHOf s.na/Asoe 



BOSWELL’S JOHNSON 


have the praise for it. We said above that 
he was appointed to be Ruler of the British 
Nation for a season ; whoso will look beyond 
the surface, into the heart of the world’s move- 
ments, may find that all Pitt Administrations, 
and Continental Subsidies, and Waterloo vic- 
tories, rested on the possibility of making 
England, yet a little xvhile, Totyishy Loyal 
to the Old ; and this again on the anterior 
reality^ that the Wise had found such Loyalty 
still practicable, and recomraendable. England 
had its Hume, as France had its Voltaires 
and Diderots ; but the Johnson was peculiar 
to us, . 

If we ask now, by what endoivment it 
mainly was that Johnson realised such a Life 
for himself and others; what quality of charac- 
ter the main phenomena of his Life may be 
most naturally deduced from, and his other 
qualities most naturally subordinated to, in 
our conception . of him, perhaps the answer 
were; The duality of Courage, of Valour; 
that Johnson ^as a Brave Man. The Courage 
Aat can go forth, once and away, to Chalk- 
Farm, and have itself shot, and snuffed out, 
with decency, is nowise wholly what we mean 
here. Such courage we indeed esteem an 
exceeding small matter; capable of coexisting 
with , a life full of falsehood, feebleness, pol- 
troonery and despicability. Nay oftener it 
13 Cowardice rather that produces the result: 

consider. Is the Chalk-Farm Pistoleer in- 
spired with any reasonable Belief and Deter- 
mination; or is he houndcd-on by haggard 



jou SI 32 ud pur ajissp ow aSrJUo^ 

j 3DU3dn335jif jqj /nq Xrui noX sr qons ‘qooD 
-3UirQ qsqSug Xur qjiAi psjrdiuoD ‘sqrxu opur 
-joqsiqy^ jssojsg sip ssop sjnSg jood r 

5rqA\ ‘^siipuQ; sr psJspisuoQ -pjODDr uaio 
S3I JO jsouqr sstnoo ‘sq jsnm jrqAV i oSjspun 
Xrui SA\ ‘oDuo Xfuo suoSjspun sq 03 si 
{sDuops ui 3q§iu-poo3 luojs jisqj sai 3 ssjsa 
-lujj sioqAi stfj JO sSuTjooq pur sjaiods sip oj 
USAS pur ‘XouoDop qjiAi jsqjitp 3{[rAi ‘uiuusa 
jnq usm lou oioav Xsqj ji sr SAiojpiS sip oj 
psuiuspnoo naqAi 'uoprsiQ jo sSuunos^o 
sqj lou op lajrSAisjq; ir jjooj Xr^ -suip jo 
puoDss Xjsas Suunp ‘sjiqirj ^ssprins sqj ipiAi 
inopps ‘ii issjiuroi ^rip suosjsd xis-X:Jiqi 
sinos sjr sisip ‘sjno jo sqoj0 siip uq Jiss^i 
spnrd o] suiSaq ji usqAV pijpid S psjsAiun jsX 
‘psspui Xirsssosu 5 suijiqns on sjoqM sqi 
uo SI Xpo ssjrp jrip sSrinoQ sqj^ -Xisud 
-Old jDsjJsd ipiM ‘iSB[ jr miq jo jno UAiojq 
jTios sip sArq pur Suijjiqs suo jo 

uins jjrms sqj joj XjpijJssqD sip saisdsj piM 
‘spip r psuiBxi pur *psj ni pssssjp souo ji 
‘uioqM JO suo ZisAS i qSnous spso^ ps 3 §rj 
5SspoD pur ‘suAioj SuunjDgnuriu jo sjssjjs sqj 
qSnoJtp uitijp siursSjss 3 upiiiJDsa 30U op ‘snqjL 
•urtuoAi Xur oj jo ‘urui Xur oj psiusp ussq 
sdrqjsd 30U srq stip pr sSrurui 03 33rjno3 
•31 UI Suizrmr Suipiou si sjsp 3 ssspipjsASu 
: uiip JOJ psAV SI 31 ‘jrojdn sjqipnr jo SuiJjsups 
3nop3iAi 3ops sq pur ‘usip oS sp jj i ssoo 3 
psjjDuid r uitq jr ssn5uo3 Jpp 3 StM. piAi (,poop 
-jnoqpSisu spj Jo ssss 9 psqonjd „ pur ‘ssorjd 
opqnd 3r sq piM sp AAop — ‘jrsp sjqrupspui 


NOSMHor s.naMSOB 



t-s= 

jBtuuDjad B 5 3jn;BJ3ji^ Hsi[3ug jo Xjo;sijj 
3tp JO uoqjod SI ij^uMouoj ojui ssij 
SJ3JIJAV 3JBJ3JIIII,, ‘SS3UUI[B3 OIJUbSiS' B I{ilAl 3I( 
s.'fjBuisj ^^‘uoisnpp JBjndod „ -pijOM ogj jo 
jonuBtn 3ip SI 11 :,j3jniJBd3p sig ;b papnsjjo 
IsX ‘Xeis siif JO P3IJB3M „ i snoinouiisJBd 
puE ‘snomiuBpisnd puB ‘pidnjs sjb spnsiig 
•^^JB3J 01 JO 3doi[ OJ opijl SuiAEl{ ‘30U3J3JipUI 
p;3i^ IP i} ssiuisip UBD £ uopn[os3j puB 

aopisod spi uajjEi ssg sg siiji gs spjBMoi 33 

•^jjpsuiltf UIO^ 3dB3S3 03 SEAVj, ‘sSSJOjd ppiOM 
3t[ ss3uisnq 3H3 j 3 sipj„ ; 3psBD-Sui3qnoQ 
puB 3snoq-uospg qois e £ uiiq 03 3 jin[ sem 
uipS Aiofj •^^3pti3pjoj asqEqsun tpiAv sssa- 
-p3qD33IAA JO SJB3X iyif p3jnpU3 „ osp pUE ‘ 3 EqA\ 
-3UI0S p3qSI[dui03DB 3q ‘UBUIOMqsp^ 
jood UMo siq 3qi[ rpiBs sq J3q3JEj 3uiq30u 
ipqs 3J3ip ‘snop 3q 03 JSipjEj 3 uiq 30 u si 
3J3q3 3-i3qA\. '®yi^ 383 j 3 siq 

3noiuE sq oj ^jODuops jo 303 ^ 3 ,, s^uosnqoj 
noqosj 3^ i psddojs pEq sn3EJBddE-3Aps33ip 
j/y spqM ‘uo o3 pinoqs -3 sj3aiu£j sip jo insui. 
-3AOUI 3ioqA\ 3q3 3Eq3 puiqnn 31 3uiqniq3 puB 
‘33E3S3 jood 33inb ‘p3pBqs-3q3iu ‘p3ss3jduA\op 
siq Saijofdsp /sp 3 x 30 sip £ p 3 J si supi 3q3 
‘Eqy ‘Sui^o puB dno-suiAV sqi Xq 3aiXjJE3 
‘X 31 UBA JO 3uij sqi ui 3upunEq isp suo 
£ ipAASog 3unoX jo inos opip Xsiuig jood sip 
spissq SAvoqs ‘[103 puB Zissiui jo 3 U 3 UI 30 iie 
3iqEiA3pEan J333iq uaio siq XpEp 3uiuins 
-uoD ‘pnmEg pfo JO [nos 3E3 j 3 sip Aiopj 

•sonsps UI 3jnpu3 ubo sq 
‘psjnpus 3q 03 SI 3BqAA £op jpsuiiq sqeui ubo 
sq ‘op 03 uiiq u3Ai3 si 3Eq3 3uiq3 oqjp ‘SuoiE 


NosNHOf s.naMsoa 



BOSWELL’S JOHNSON 


thing, this same popular delusion ; and will — 
alter the character of the Language. 

Closely connected with this quality of 
Valour, partly as springing from it, partly 
as protected by it, are the more tecognisable 
qualities of Truthfulness in word and thought, 
and Honesty in action. There is a reciprocity 
of influence here; for as the realising of Truth- 
fulness and Honesty is the life-light and great 
aim of Valour, so without Valour they cannot, 
in anywise, be realised. Now, in spite of 
all practical shortcomings, no one that sees 
into the significance of Johnson, will say 
that his prime object was not Truth. In 
conversation, doubtless, you may observe him, 
on occasion, fighting as if for victory ; — and 
must pardon these ebulliences of a careless 
hour, which were not without temptation and 
provocation. Remark likewise two things : 
that such prize-arguings were ever on merely 
superficial debatable questions ; and then that 
they were argued generally by the fair laws 
of battle and logic-fence, by one cunning in 
that same. If their purpose was excusable, 
their effect was harmless, perhaps beneficial : 
that of taming noisy mediocrity, and showing 
it another side of a debatable matter ; to see 
hath sides of which was, for the first time, 
to see the Truth of it. In his Writings 
themselves are errors enough, crabbed pre- 
possessions enough, yet these also of a quite 
extraneous and accidental nature ; nowhere 
a wilful shutting of the eyes to the Truth. 
Nay, is there not everywhere a heartfelt dis- 
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money ; and yet he wrote so. Into the region 
of Poetic Art he indeed never rose ; there was 
no ideal without him avowing itself in his 
work : the nobler was that unavowed ideal 
which lay within him, and commanded saying, 
Work out thy Artisanship in the spirit of an 
Artist ! They who talk loudest about the 
dignity of Art, and fancy that they too are 
Artistic guild-brethren, and of the Celestials, — 
let them consider well what manner of man 
this was, rvho felt himself to be only a hired 
day-labourer. A labourer that was worthy of 
his hire; that has laboured not as an eye- 
servant, but as one found faithful! Neither 
was Johnson in those days perhaps wholly a 
unique. Time was when, for money, you 
might have ware ; and needed not, in all 
departments, in that of the Epic Poem, in that 
of the Blackingbottle, to rest content with the 
mere persuasion that you had ware. It was a 
happier time. But as yet the seventh Apocalyp- 
tic Bladder (of Puffery) had not been rent 
open, — to whirl and grind, as in a West-Indian 
Tornado, all earthly trades and things into 
wreck, and dust, and consummation, — and re- 
generation. Be it quickly, since it must be ! — 
That Mercy can dwell only with Valour, 
is an old sentiment or proposition ; which, in 
Johnson, again receives confirmation. Few 
men on record have had a more merciful, 
tenderly affectionate nature than old Samuel. 
He was called the Bear; and did indeed too 
often look, and roar, like one ; being forced to 
it in his own defence: yet within that shaggy 
( B 8s ) 2S7 R 
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Asses: Johnson hns a rough voice: but he 
finds the wretched Daughter of A'icc fallen 
down in the streets ; carries her home on his 
own shoulders, and like a good Samaritan gives 
help to the help-needing, worthy or unworthy. 
Ought not Cliarity, even in that sense, to cover 
a multitude of sinsr No Penny-a-wcek Com- 
mittee-Lady, no manager of Soup-Kitchens, 
dancer at Charity-Balls, \ns this rugged, stem- 
visaged man ; but where, in all England, could 
there have been found another soul so full of 
Pity, a hand so heavenlike bounteous as his? 
The widow’s mite, we know, was greater than 
all the other gifts. 

Perhaps it is this divine feeling of Afiection, 
throughout manifested, that principally attracts 
us towards Johnson. A true brother of men 
is he ; and filial lover of the Earth ; who, with 
little bright spots of Attachment, “where lives 
and works some loved one”, has beautified 
“ this rough solitara* Earth into a peopled 
garden”. Lichfield, with its mostly dull and 
limited inhabitants, is to the last one of the 
sunny islets for him : Sche rjsgnt: perem! Or 
read those Letters on his Mother’s death : 
what a genuine solemn grief and pity lies 
recorded there; a looking back into the Past, 
unspeakably mournful, unspeakably tender. And 
yet calm, sublime; for he must now act, not 
look : his venerated Mother has been taken 
from him ; but he must now write a Rcsselcs to 
defray her funeral ! Again in this little incident, 
recorded in his Book of Devotion, are not the 
tones of Sacred Sorrow and Greatness deeper 
=59 
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ihc words arc ajtain given as his own, though 
licrc evidently hy a less capable reporter: 

"Madam, 1 be;; yonr pardon for the abruptness 
of mv departure in the morning, but I was com- 
j>clle<l to it by conscience. Fifty years ago, Madam, 
on this <lay, I comtniiteti a breach of filial piety. 
My father had been in the habit of attending 
Uttoxeter market, and opening a stall there for the 
sale of his Kooks. Confined by indisposition, lie 
dcsiretl me, that day, to go and attend the stall in 
his place. My pride prevented me; I gave my 
father a rcfiital. — And now today 1 have been at 
Uttoxetcr; I went into the market, at the time of 
business, uncovered my head, and stood with it 
bare, for an hour, on the spot where my father's 
stall used to stand. In contrition I stood, and I 
hope the penance was cxpiaior)*.’’ 

Who docs not figure to himself this spectacle, 
.amid the "rainy weather, and the sneers”, or 
wonder, "of the bystanders”? The memorj’ 
of old Michael Johnson, rising from the far 
distance ; s.ad-bcckoning in the " moonlight of 
mcmoiy”: how he had toiled faithfully hither 
and thither ; patiently among the lowest of the 
low ; been buffeted and beaten down, yet ever 
risen again, ever tried it anew — And oh ! when 
the wearied old man, as Bookseller, or Hawker, 
or Tinker, or whatsoever it was that Fate had 
reduced him to, begged help of for one 
day, — how savage, diabolic, was that mean 
Vanity, which answered. No ! He sleeps now; 
after life’s fitful fever, he sleeps : but thou, O 
Merciless, how now wilt thou still the sting 
of that remembrance ? — The picture of Samuel 
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certainty of collecting a mob of gazers in Fleet 
Street,— as might well be, the beau having on, 
by way of court-dress, “ his rusty brown morn- 
ing suit, a pair of old shoes for slippers, a little 
shrivelled wig sticking on the top of his head, 
arid the. sleeves of his shirt and the knees of 
his breeches . hanging loose”: — in all this we 
can see .the .spirit of true Politeness, only 
shining through a . strange medium. Thus 
again, in his apartments, at one time, there 
were unfortunately no chairs. “ A gentleman 
who frequently visited him whilst writing his 
Idlers, constantly found him at his desk, sitting 
on one with three legs ; and on rising from it, 
he remarked that ‘ Johnson never forgot its 
defect; but would either hold it in his hand, 
or place it with great composure against some- 
support; taking no notice of its imperfection 
to his visitor”, — who meanwhile, we suppose, 
sat upon folios, or in the sartorial fashion. “ It 
was remarkable in Johnson,” continues Miss 
Reynolds {Remy dear), “ that no external cir- 
cumstances ever prompted him to make any 
apology, or to seem even sensible of their 
existence. Whether this was the effect of 
philosophic pride, or of some partial notion 
of his respecting, high-breeding, is doubtful.” 
That it teas, for one thing, the effect of genuine 
Politeness, is nonrise doubtful. Not of 
the Pharisaical Brummellean Politeness, which 
would suffer crucifixion rather than ask twice 
for soup : but the noble universal Politeness of 
a man, that knows the dignity of men, and 
feels his : own ; such as may be seen in the 
263 
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hallowed bv fondest sacred recollections ; to 
part with them was parting with Jiis heart’s 
blood. If the man who has no strength of 
Affection, strength of Belief, have no strength 
of Prejudice, let him thank Heaven for it, but 
to himself take small thanks. 

Melanclioly it was, indeed, that the noble 
Johnson could not work himself loose from 
these adhesions ; that he could only purify 
them, and wear them with some nobleness. 
Yet let us understand how they grew out from 
the ver)’ centre of his being : nay moreover, 
how they came to cohere in him with what 
formed the business and worth of his Life, the 
sum of his whole Spiritual Endeavour. For it 
is on the same ground that he became through- 
out an Edifice and Repairer, not, as the others 
of his make were, a Pullcr-dowi ; that in an 
age of universal Scepticism, England was still 
to produce its Believer. Mark too his candour 
even here; while a Dr. Adams, with placid 
surprise, asks, “ H.ave we not evidence enough 
of the soul’s immortality?” Johnson answers, 
“I wish for more”. But the truth is, in 
Prejudice, as in all things, Johnson was the 
product of England ; one of those good yeomen 
whose limbs were made in England : alas, the 
last of such Invincibles, their day being now 
done ! His culture is wholly English ; that 
not of a Thinker but of a “Scholar”: his 
interests are wholly English ; he sees and 
knows nothing but England ; he is the John 
Bull of Spiritual Europe : let him live, love 
him, as he was and could not but be ! Pitiable 
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ihcir vcn‘ hipht^t conccntrjiion, in two men 
}'r;vii:ccJ simultaneously among ourselves. 
Samuel Johnson .and D.aviii Hume, as w.is 
oh.scr.'cJ, were children nc.-irly of the same 
year; through life they were spcct.ators of the 
same I Jfe-movement ; often inhabil.ants of the 
same city. (treater coiumst, in .ill things, 
between two grc.it men, could not be. Hume, 
v.cll-born, competently provided for, whole in 
body ,ind mind, of his own dctcrmin.ition 
forces a w.iy into Literature; Johnson, poor, 
moonstruck, disc.iscd, forlorn, is forced into it 
“with the Kiyonci of necessity at his back”. 
And wh.it a part did they sever.illy pl.iy there ! 
As Johnson became the father of .ill succeeding 
Tories ; so was Hume the father of all suc- 
ceeding Whigs, for his own Jacobitism was but 
an accident, as worthy to be named Prejudice 
as any of Johnson’s. Again, if Johnson’s 
culture was exclusively English ; Hume’s, in 
Scotland, became European ; — for which reason 
too we find his influence spread deeply over 
all quarters of Europe, traceable deeply in all 
speculation, French, German, as well as do- 
mestic; while Johnson’s name, out of England, 
is hardly anjnvhcrc to be met with. In 
spiritual stature they .are almost equal ; both 
great, among the greatest; yet how unlike in 
likeness ! Hume has the avidest, methodising, 
comprehensive eye; Johnson the keenest for 
perspicacity and minute detail ; so had, perhaps 
chiefly, their education ordered it. Neither of 
the two rose into Poctrj'; yet both to some 
approximation thereof : Hume to something of 
267 
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they did nn: meet; .is contMfts, “like in 
unlike”, love each other; so tniplil they two 
have loved, .md communed kindly, — had not 
the icrrcr.tri.il drors .and d.irknc*;^, that was in 
them, withstood! One d.iy, their spirits, what 
truth was in each, will he found working, 
living in harmony and free union, even here 
below. They were the two half-men of their 
time ; whoso should combine the intrepid Can- 
dour and decisive scicnti.^ic Clearness of Hume, 
with the Reverence, the Love .and devout Hu- 
mility of Johnson, were the whole man of a 
new time. Till such whole man arrive for us, 
and the distr.ictcd time admit of such, might 
the Heavens but bless poor England with half- 
men worthy to tic the shoe-latchets of these, 
resembling these even from afir! Be both 
attentively regarded, let the true Effort of both 
prosper; — and for the present, both take our 
affectionate farewell 1 




Sir Walter Scott 


Arnerirjn C<>:')j'cr r.,- ’ r;:v, in one orhif. l'Of'l:s, 
i' livr iriu’.ciuy in men 

:n 'll)’ r.ny v.ho hr.-,. I'ceoinc (iistin- 

JV.r,' 'I'me, ; \iTcly : nil o!'-, cn .ulon 

eeii :!uvcy of finn\ Cliiiu lo Pern, 

rror:'. N‘c!v.irl;.'.;!ncr.rjr to Ol.l Mii-l:nry, will 
Ic^tify! W'I'.y tin men irnv.tl tnw.'.rJs the 
itnrrnvril -drop at Nctvpate. caper tn catch a 
ficlill 'Phr man ahuit t«) he lianpal is in a 
ilis’.inj’uishcvl rititatinn. Men crowd to sucli 
extent, that Grccnaerc’s is not the only life 
chol:cd-out there. Ap.iin, ask of these leathern 
vehicles, cahriolctf, nratl-flie:;, with blue men 
and women in tiicm, that rcour all thorouph- 
farcs, Whither so fast? To see dear Mr.s. 
Kigmarolc, the distingnisiicd female; great 
Mr. Rigmarole, the distinguished male ! Or, 
consider that crowning plicnomcnon, and 
snmmarj' of modern civilisation, a joir/e of 
lions. Glittering arc the rooms, well-lighted, 
thronged ; bright flows their undulatory flood 
of blonde-gowns and dress-coats, a soft smile 
dwelling on all faces; for behold there also 
flow the lions, hovering distinguished : oracles 
of the age, of one sort or another. Oracles 
really pleasant to sec ; whom it is worth wliilc 



jo ‘Xes 3.U ‘ioBapuaj y j jaipsSoj sSueq 
ji noiq.vi jfq 30SOJ uieoi sqj 's3aoui ^aioos 
ipiqAi iq stuadmi uieui aip ‘pjo.vi e ut ‘pne 
3i3 ou JO 3i3 JO XiqiqEjDotJsoj ‘SmjjaS-.fouom 
‘nopiquiB qe ojoav sjoq.u iquEj jo ODniogiuSis 

pUE ‘jO^JES-pUE-JEJS 3J3A\ OJSqM ‘jl inoipiy^V 

•pniqnEur oj oiqEsuadsrpni i siq3 ^{onapuoa 

OjqEnjEA JSOOI E ji [JEO [JIAV 3A\ ‘JS3J 3q5 JOj[ 

j JB paqooj 3q puE paqsinSup 
-sip suiooaq oj nsra ai ajissp SApDaqsni be 
‘ j3A03Joor ‘pBE i paqsrnSnpsip smoosq SEq 
4Bq3 UEin ^BB 3B qooj oj Bam bi /DBapasj 
SAqOBpSBI BE „ SI 3J3ip SBrj JSOBI SI 51 ‘jsdoOQ 
3joBiiB3j[ o q[E 5E papasB 50B SI qoasds pBE 

‘[apsn pag noi dsAJiis jBpoo jsipjig 5 EqAi 
ipiAv ‘51 pE3J pns ‘pqEj siq; yq no.{ i psABjS 
-B3 aniEn qapvi pqsj jaAfis siq ‘poo3 paaiaas 
SE jaBBBBi {EjaaoiEBJo qons ai ‘uiiq ponoj 
Sanp 'dxiBO uiiq qaq; ^ajs sj35BED3p-3 BLU sb 
‘ pasaqop ^[dmExa jqj ‘aq aoij qoEa job jqSip^ 
‘w^/p/-Boi[ qons Bi aoBOjis paE djuaonis oj 
ada BE qjiAi ‘pajsaSSns aaaq SBq ji boseoj 
qaiqM jo^ 'aaoB BEqj asJOAV djqEJapisaoD 
‘aoBEjaajn jo aAaipq-aqEOi pas ‘aaaaj-anSaoj jo 
ds^d SaiBBpS BiBjJaa e si ajaqj dsn S jou si 
ajaqj aaoEJajjfq ’ji ai qjiAi pasaadsip aq 
BED ‘pios 05 jpsji p[OjBn aaoEjajjn ajE[nai 5 AE 
amos BI jqSiui [nos jsqj ‘Snpaaoi BEOinq jo 
BiiB diBunjd aqj (aaoS aouEsipAia sEq q3iq 
os') jad pBE isajiUEaxa BEUinq jo jaqjaSoj 
Snijaam y -ji jo djpiaads aqj sai[ ajaqj 
iqoaads jo jou sjiorpB iww-aoq jnod Joj 
•[npjBBqa aq pas jaqjEJ jJEdap ‘raaip jo job 
ajinbni jnq ‘uiaqj jb qoo[ : oas pus o3 oj 

llOOS HHJ.IVM HIS 



SIR WALTER SCOTT 

manifold results ; of manifold origin, not 
ridiculous only, but sublime ; — which some 
incline to deduce from the mere gregarious 
purblind nature of man, prompting him to 
run, “as dim-eyed animals do, towards any 
glittering object, were it but a scoured tankard, 
and mistake it for a solar luminary”, or even 
“ sheep-like, to run and crowd because many 
have already run”! It is, indeed, curious 
to consider how men do make the gods that 
themselves worship. For the most famed 
man, round whom all the world rapturously 
huzzahs and venerates, as if his like were not, 
is the same man whom all the world was wont 
to jostle into the kennels ; not a changed man, 
but in every fibre of him the same man. 
Foolish world, what went ye out to see? A 
tankard scoured bright : and do there not 
lie, of the self-same pewter, whole barrowfuls 
of tankards, though by worse fortune all still 
in the dim state ? 

And yet, at bottom, it is not merely our 
gregarious sheep-like qu.ality, but something 
better, and indeed best : what has been called 
“ the perpetual fact of hero-worship ” ; our 
inborn sincere love of great men 1 Not the 
gilt farthing, for its own sake, do even fools 
covet ; but the gold guinea which they mistake 
it for. Veneration of great men is perennial 
in the nature of man ; this, in all times, 
especially in these, is one of the blessedest 
facts predicablc of him. In all times, even 
in these seemingly so disobedient times, “ it 
remains a blessed fact, so cunningly has Nature 
( B 85 ) 273 S 
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is still A question with some ; but there can 
be no question with any one that he was 
a most noted and even notable man. In 
this generation there was no literary man with 
such a popularity in any country ; there have 
only been a few with such, taking-in all genera- 
tions and all countries. Nay, it is farther 
to be admitted that Sir Walter Scott’s popu- 
larity was of a select sort rather; not a popu- 
larity of the populace. His admirers were 
at one time almost all the intelligent of civilised 
countries ; and to the last, included and do 
still include a great portion of that sort. Such 
fortune he had, and has continued to maintain 
for a space of some twenty or thirty years. 
So long the observed of all observers ; a great 
man, or only a considerable man; here surely, 
if ever, is a singularly drcumstanced, is a 
“ distinguished ” man ! In regard to whom, 
therefore, the “ instinctive tendency ” oh 
other men’s part cannot be wanting. Let 
men look, where the world has already so 
long looked. And now, while the new, ear- 
nestly expected Life “ by his son-in-law and 
literarj' executor” again summons the whole 
world’s attention round him, probably for 
the last time it will ever be so summoned ; 
and men arc in some sort taking leave of 
a notability, and about to go their w.ay, and 
commit him to his fortune on the flood of 
things, — why should not this Periodical Publi- 
cation likewise publish its thought about him? 
Readers of miscellaneous aspect, of unknown 
quantity and quality, are waiting to hear it 
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SIR WALTER SCOTT 

is Scott, there is the physiognomy and meaning 
of Scott’s appearance and transit on this earth; 
such was he by nature, so did the world act 
on him, so he on the world, with such result 
and significance for himself and us”: .this was 
by. no manner of means Mr. Lockhart’s plan. 
A plan which, it is rashly said, should preside 
over every biography! It might have been 
fulfilled with all degrees of perfection, from 
that of die Oi^yssey down to Thomas Elkuood 
or lower. ' For there is no herpic poem in the 
world but is at bottom a biography, the life 
of a man : also, it may be said, there is no life 
of a man, faithfully recorded, but is a heroic 
poem of its sort, rhymed or .unrhjoned. It 
is a plan one would prefer, did it otherwuse 
suit ; which it does not, in these days. Seven 
volumes sell so much dearer than one ; are so 
much easier to write than one. The Odyssey, 
for instance, what were the value of the Odyssey 
sold per sliect ? One paper of Picku'iek ; or 
say, the inconsiderable fraction of one. This, 
in commercial algebra, were the equation : 
Odyssey equal to Picktvkk divided by an un- 
known integer. 

There is a great discovert’ still to be made 
in Literature, that of p.aying literary men by 
the quantity they do not write. Nay, in sober 
trutli, is not this actually the rule in all writ- 
ing ; and, moreover, in .all conduct and acting ? 
Not what stands aboveground, but what lies 
unseen under it, as the root and subtcrrcnc 
clement it sprang from and emblemed forth, 
determines the v.aluc. Under all spccu’h that 
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nny required length of centuries to make. 
Once made, such discover}' once made, we 
too will fling cap into the air, and shout, “ lo 
Pfcan! the Devil is conquered”; — and, in the 
mean while, study to think it nothing mira- 
culous that seven biographical volumes are 
given where one had been better ; and that 
several other things happen, very much as 
they from of old were kno^vn to do, and arc 
like to continue doing. 

Mr. Lockhart’s aim, we take it, was not 
that of producing any such highflown work 
of art as we hint at ; or indeed to do much 
other than to print, intelligibly bound together 
by order of time, and by some requisite intcr- 
calaiy’ exposition, all such letters, documents 
and notices about Scott as he found I}ang 
suitable, and as it seemed likely the world 
would undertake to read. His Work, accord- 
ingly, is not so much a composition, as what 
we may call a compilation well done. Neither 
is this a task of no difficulty ; this too is a 
task that may be performed with extremely 
various degrees of talent ; from the Life and 
Correspondence of Hannah More, for instance, 
up to this Life of Scott, there is a wide range 
indeed ! Let us take the Seven Volumes, and 
be thankful that they are genuine in their 
kind. Nay, as to that of their being seven 
and not one, it is right to say that the public 
so required it. To have done other, would 
have shown little policy in an author. Had 
Mr. Lockhart laboriously compressed himself, 
and instead of well-done compilation, brought 
279 
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faculty and combination of faculties the public 
had a right to expect from the name attached 
to it. 

One thing we hear greatly blamed in Mr. 
Lockhart: that he has been too communicative, 
indiscreet, and has recorded much that ought 
to have lain suppressed. Persons are men- 
tioned, and circumstances, not always of an 
ornamental sort. It would appear there is 
far less reticence than was looked for ! V arious 
persons, name and surname, have “received 
pain ” : nay the very Hero of the Biography 
is rendered unheroic ; unornamental facts of 
him, and of those he had to do 'with, being 
set forth in plain English: hence “personality”, 
“indiscretion”, or worse, “sanctities of private 
life”. See. Sec. How delicate, decent is 
English Biography, bless its mealy mouth ! 
A Damocles’ sword of Respectabiliiy hangs 
forever over the poor English Life-writer (as 
it does over poor English Life in general), 
and reduces him to the verge of paralysis. 
Thus it has been said, “ there are no English 
lives worth reading except those of Players, 
who by the nature of the case have bidden 
Respectability good-day”. The English bio- 
grapher has .long felt that if in writing his 
Man’s Biography, he wrote domi anything 
that could by possibility offend any man, 
he had written WTong. The plain conse- 
quence was, that, properly speaking, no bio- 
graphy whatever could be produced. The 
poor biographer, having the fear not of God 
before his eyes, was obliged to retire as it 
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at all. If they are inaccurate, let them be 
corrected ; if the inaccuracy was avoidable, 
let the author bear rebuke and punishment 
for it. We can only say, these things carry 
no look of inaccuracy on the face of them ; 
neither is anjnvhere the smallest trace of ill- 
will or unjust feeling discernible. Decidedly 
the probabilities are, and till better evidence 
arise, the fair conclusion is, that this matter 
stands very much as it ought to do. Let 
the clatter of censure, therefore, propagate 
itself as far as it can. For Mr. Lockhart it 
virtually amounts to this verj* considerable 
praise, that, standing full in the face of the 
public, he has set at naught, and been among 
the first to do it, a public piece of cant ; one 
of the commonest we have, and closely allied 
to many others of the fellest sort, as smooth 
as it looks. 

The other censure, of Scott being made 
unheroic, springs from the same stem ; and 
is, perhaps, a still more wonderful flower 
of it. Your true hero must have no features, 
but be white, stainless, an impersonal ghost- 
hero ! But connected with this, there is a 
h}-pothesis no-w current, due probably to some 
man of name, for its o^vn force would not 
carrj’ it far : That Mr. Lockhart at heart has 
a dislike to Scott, and has done his best in an 
underhand treacherous manner to dishero him! 
Such hypothesis is actually current : he that 
has ears may hear it now and then. On which 
astonishing fo-pothesis, if a word must be said, 
it can only be an apologj' for silence, — ^“That 
=S5 
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^Titten Life ; we mil glance a little at the man 
and his acted life. 

Into the question whether Scott was a great 
man or not, we do not propose to enter deeph'. 
It is, as too usual, a question about words. 
There can be no doubt but many men have 
been named and printed who were vastly 
smaller than he ; as little doubt moreover that 
of the specially good, a ver}‘ large portion, 
according to any genuine standard of man’s 
worth, were worthless in comparison to him. 
He for whom Scott is great may most inno- 
cently name him so ; may with advantage 
admire his gre.at qualities, .and ought with 
sincere heart to emulate them. At the same 
time, it is good that there be a certain degree 
of precision in our epithets. It is good to 
understand, for one thing, that no popularitj', 
and open-mouthed wonder of .all the world, 
continued even for a long series of years, can 
make a man great. Such popularity is a re- 
markable fortune ; indicates a great adaptation 
of the man to his element of circumstances ; 
but may or m.ay not indicate anything great 
in the m.an. To our imagination, as above 
hinted, there is a certain apotheosis in it ; but 
in the realitj- no apotheosis at all. Populariw 
is as a blaze of illumination, or alas, of confla- 
gration, kindled round a man; sh-oovl-g what’ 
is in him ; not putting the smallest item more 
into him ; often abstracting much from him ; 
conflagrating the poor man himself into ashes 
and cej^ut aorivmr: I And then, by the nature 
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for the true life of him even ivhilc he lived: he 
had to creep into a convent, into a monk’s 
cowl, and learn, with infinite sorrow, that his 
blessedness had lain elsewhere ; that when a 
man’s life feels itself to be sick and an error, 
no voting of bystanders can make it well and 
a truth again. Or coming down to our omi 
times, was not August Kotzebue popular? 
Kotzebue, not so many years since, saw him- 
self if rumour and hand-clapping could be 
credited, the greatest man going ; saw tdsibly 
his Thoughts, dressed-out in plush and paste- 
board, permeating and perambulating chdlised 
Europe ; the most iron vis.agcs weeping with 
him, in all theatres from Cadiz to Kamtchatka; 
his own “astonishing genius”, meanwhile, 
producing two tragedies or so per month : he, 
on the whole, blazed high enough : he too has 
gone out into Night and Onus, and already 
is not. We will omit this of popularitj’ alto- 
gether; and account it as making simply 
nothing towards Scott’s greatness or non- 
greatness, as an accident, not a qualitj-. 

Shorn of this fidsifying uimbus, and reduced 
to his omi natural dimensions, there remains 
the reality, Walter Scott, and what we can 
find in him : to be accounted great, or not 
great, according to the dialects of men. Friends 
to precision of epithet mil probably deny his 
title to the name “ great ”. It seems to us' 
there goes other stuff to the making of great 
men than can be detected here. One knows 
not what idea worthy of the name of great, 
what purpose, instinct or tendenej’, that could 
(B8s) =S? T 
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acquiesced, and made himself at home in a 
world of conventionalities; the false, the semi- 
false and the true were alike true in this, that 
they were there, and had power in their hands 
more or less. It was well to feel so; and yet 
not avcll ! We find it avritten, “ Woe to them 
that arc at ease in Zion”; but surely it is a 
double woe to them that arc at ease in Babel, 
in Domdanicl. On the other hand, he wrote 
many volumes, amusing many thousands of 
men. Shall we call this great? It seems to 
us there dwells and struggles another sort of 
spirit in the inward parts of great men ! 

Brother Ringletub, the missionary, inquired 
of Ram-Dass, a Hindoo man-god, who had set 
up for godhood lately, What he meant to do, 
then, with the sins of mankind? To which 
Ram-Dass at once answered, He had fre enough 
in his bcll^ to burn-up .all the sins in the world. 
Ram-Dass was right so far, and had a spice of 
sense in him; for surely it is the test of every 
divine man this same, and without it he is not 
divine or great, — that he have fire in him to 
burn-up somewhat of the sins of the world, of 
the miseries .and errors of the world: why else 
is he there ? Far be it from us to s.ay that 
a great man must needs, with benevolence pre- 
pense, become a “friend of humanity”; nay, 
that such professional self-conscious friends of 
humanity arc not the fatallest kind of persons 
to be met with in our day. All greatness is 
unconscious, or it is little and naught. And 
yet a great man without such fire in him, burn- 
ing dim or developed, as a divine behest in his 
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Yet on the other hand, the surliest critic 
must allow that Scott was a genuine man, which 
itself is a great matter. No affectation, fan- 
tastic.ality, or distortion, dwell in him ; no 
shadow of cant. N.ay with.al, was he not a 
right brave and strong man, according to his 
find ? What a load of toil, what a measure of 
felicity, he quietly bore along with him; with 
what quiet strength he both worked on this 
earth, and enjoyed in it ; invincible to evil 
fortune and to good ! A most composed in- 
vincible man; in difficult}' and distress knowing 
no discouragement, Samson - like canydng off 
on his strong* Samson-shoulders the gates that 
would imprison him; in danger and menace 
laughing at the whisper of fear. And then, 
with such a sunny current of true humour and 
humanity, a free joyful sympathy with so many 
things; what of fire he had all lying so beauti- 
fully latent^ as radical Latent heat, .as fruitful in- 
ternal warmth of life; a most robust, he.althy 
man The truth is, our best definition of 
Scott were perhaps even this, that he was, if 
no great man, then something much pleasanter 
to be, a robust, thoroughly healthy and withal 
very prosperous and victorious man. An 
eminently well - conditioned man, healthy in 
body, healthy in soul; we will call him one of 
the healthiest of men. Neither is this a small 
matter: health is a great matter, both to the 
possessor of it and to others. On the whole, 
that humorist in the Moral Essay was not so 
far out, who determined on honouring health 
only; and so instead of humbling himself to 
=93 
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the expansion it is fitted for. The miserable 
disease had been one of the internal nobler 
parts, marring the general organisation; under 
which no Walter Scott could have been for- 
warded, or with all his other endowments 
could have been producible or possible. “ Na- 
ture gives healthy children much; how much! 
Wise education is a wise unfolding of this; 
often it unfolds itself better of its own ac- 
cord.” 

Add one other circumstance: the place where; 
namely, Presbyterian Scotland. The influences 
of this are felt incessantly, they stream-in at 
says La Rochefoucault, “ not in speech only, 
every pore. “ There is a country accent,” 
but in thought, conduct, character and manner 
of existing, which never forsakes a man.” 
Scott, we believe, was all his days an Episco- 
p.ilian Dissenter in Scotland; but that makes 
little to the matter. Nobody who knows Scot- 
land and Scott can doubt but Presbyterianism 
too had a vast share in tlie forming of him. 
A country where the entire people is, or even 
once has been, laid hold of, filled to the heart 
with an infinite religious idea, has “ made 
a step from which it cannot retrograde ”. 
Thought, conscience, the sense that man is 
denizen of a Universe, creature of an Eternity, 
has penetrated to the remotest cott.age, to the 
simplest heart. Beautiful and awful, the feel- 
ing of a Heavenly Behest, of Duty god-com- 
manded, over-canopies all life. There is an 
inspiration in such a people: one may say in 
a more special sense, “ the inspiration of the 
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•.•.y.frh rS.o'.'.' t?.c S.cpiitisin 

<'t j {; r;;r.'Ur!i{ tht'- !’'f' p.untu!. 

v,:c' ■.It!',;; Ti;,-.:!-!!: r 'JirmpcJi .'.mi intjuiry 

Xiy.y,\:,\ '.•. t-.v .tn-.l .tp.iin. ; t'jtic I'c’tcr 

<i,;y. !! u'.trr ittrirA:- the iiitpirc*^ Mciotiy 
('f 3 Hutn; : i:t .t v.orJ. it there, .iml con- 
l::n!C'- tn i;:.; »!!'(; St it; elf, in the N cmcc .f.ia the 
of .T N,!tif>n nf hr.r.sy ti'..i'.uvo»rinp enn- 
sivirrinp tnett, with whr.tevcr th.u in.iy hc.tr in 
it. nr nninui h.nn it. 'The Seotih nntinn.rl 
• itir.'.. ter uripitiAtc-' in in.iny ciri timst.inccs; 
fir^.t n)' ji!, in the S.'Ann ; titn' there n'.rh tn 
wor!; on; Inu nc.\t. .n»d hcy<'int .iH cl.sc except 
th.Tt, iti the Prcsln tcri.m (>((.-'pel of |(thn Knox, 
It j^ceins pood national cliar.icter; .and, on 
‘•onic side.', not <0 pood. J.ct Scott th.tnl; 
John Knox, for he owed him much, little .as he 
drc.amcd of debt in th.at qu.irtcr I No Scotch- 
m.an of his time w.as more entirely Scotch than 
W.alicr Scott: the good .and the not so good, 
which all Scotchmen inherit, ran tlirough ever)' 
fibre of him. 

Scott’s childhood, school-d.ays, college-days, 
are pleasant to read of, though they differ not 
from those of others in his place and time. 
The memor)' of him may probably enough last 
till this record of them become far more curious 
than it now is. “ So lived an Edinburgh 
Writer to the Signet’s son in the end of the 
eighteenth century”, ni.ay some future Scotch 
novelist saj’ to himself in the end of the 
twenty - first ! Tltc following little fr.agment 

of infancy is all we can extract. It is from 
an Autobiography which he had begun, avhicli 
3or 
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V.tllr,! f(ir< 1 ir li-r of tl;o family, I ^lioulii ivr r-riiipnl, 
nr.'i inatlir*!-ii}> in tiir jkin v.arm 3J it 'v,n< Itaycil 
fro'.n tl.r fatra?; t'f tJtr animal. In ihtJ I'art.ir- 
likc lir.hiiimf!)! I \'rll lomcmlK-r lyin'; upon ihr 
llnor of the little patlnur in tlir fann-hmi'r, while 
nr. Kf '•ttiffatiicr, a trtirraMc o!<! man with ultiic 
hatr. nte.! every cxcitonvnt to make me try to 
rra"!. I aim ilitiintily icmrmhrr the IStc Sir 
C.jforjte M*nn«:;al nf ^jarhentown, father of the 
pretent Sir Ilrnry H.iy M’l)nu;:.al, joittinc in the 
attempt. He I’.at. CJo;l |;no'v5 hotv, a relation of 
otir<; .an<l I ttill reefillcrt him, in his ohl f.isliioncd 
military h.ahit (he liad been Colonel nf ilie fireysj, 
with a jmall eockcd-h.it rlccply laccii, an cmhroi- 
rlcrtal eear’et waistcoat, ami n lipht-roloiired coat, 
with milk-white lorl;s tied in a military fashion, 
k.ncclin'i on tlic jrronnd before me, and dra^pinR 
his svarch alon/i tlic rarirct to indnee rnc to follow 
it. I'hc benevolent olrl rohlicr, and the infant 
wrapped in his sheepskin, would have afibrded an 
odd {Troup to unintcrcstcrl spectators. This imist 
have happened abnni my third year (1774), for Sir 
George M'Doutral and my {jrandfathcr both died 
shortly after tliat jicriod." 

We will glance next into the “ Liddesdnlc 
Reids". Srotl has grown-up to be a brislc- 
hc.irtcd jovial young man .and Advocate: in 
vacation - lime he makes excursions to the 
Highlands, to the Border Cheviots and Nor- 
thumberland; rides free .and far, on his stout 
galloway, through bog and brake, over the 
dim moorj' Debatable Land, — over Floddcn 
and other fields and phaccs, where, though he 
yet knew it not, his work lay. No land, how- 
ever dim and moory, but either has had or 
will have its poet, and so become not unknown 
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in V.i* rt'-cArrlif-'. ?'Tn\s vrr%' 

• Hr li'-. e'l r.' itic time.* Mr. 

SlinttTTft!; ‘lull Im ken mayl'r ^vllnl he ^v.^5 

aU.'-.i; till vr-'.r-. li-i! .tl fini he tlioiij:ht o’ 

little, 1 (i.itrrnv, htit the cjOrvrnr?-. nnil the fiin.' 

“ ■ In tho'c *, enyr the Me mornniliini before 
ii;e. ‘ e'lvor.ne-i were not m' jilcniy — .tt le.ist .nbolit 

; an.l tlie worthy Shcriti - Milwiittitc 
;:oe 5 on to ilr-erilK' tlic ’o;i of bu^!le. not iinntixed 
will) nlnrni, j’rt^ineri! .it tlir tin-t fnnti'hou’c they 
visiteti (%\'il!tc r.lliot’s .It Millhurnliolin), when the 
honc't tnnn infonncil of the quality of one o( 
hi? ;:uc?t?. ^^■|leIt they <Ii?:noiinieti, .lernrdinnly, 
he terciva! Mr. Siott with ftteat ccrcitiony, .and 
in'hic.l upon hinitclf Icadittj: hi? liorrc to the .?t.nhle. 
ShortrcT^l aeronip.inicd Willie, however ; nnd the 
hitter, after tahin;: a tieliherate peep at Seott, ‘out- 
by the cd):c of the door-cheek*, whisjicrcd, ‘ Weel, 
Robin, I ray, tie’il hac me if I’s be a bit fcaretl for 
him now-; he's ju.'t a chichi like ourselves, 1 think’. 
Half-a-dorcn doj.’s ofall degrees had already gathered 
round ‘the advocate’, and his way of returning 
their compliments had set Willie Elliot at once at 
his ease. 

“ According to Mr. Shortrecd, this good man of 
Millburnholm was the great original of Dandic 
Dinmoni." * • * “Tltcytlined at Millburnholm; 
and, after having lingered over Willie Elliot’s 
punch-bowl, until, in Mr. Shortrecd’s phrase, they 
were ‘ half-glowrin ’, mounted their steeds again, 
and proceeded to Dr. Elliot’s at Cleughhead, where 
(‘ for ’, says my Memorandum, ‘ folk werena very 
nice in those days ’) the two travellers slept in one 
nnd the same bed, — as, indeed, seems to have been 
the ease with them throughout most of their excur- 
sions in this primitive district. Dr. Elliot (a clergy- 
man) had already a large MS. collection of the 
ballads Scott was in quest of.” * • • •• Next morning 
they seem to have ridden a long way for the express 
■ (B85) 305 U 
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ing, 'vhcrcin the element of vvhi:-l;y plnys an 
extremely prominent pari : We nil) say that 
it is questionable, and not exemplary, whisky 
mounting dearly beyond its IcvcR that indeed 
charity hopes and conjectures, here may be 
some aggravating of features for cflcct’s sake! 

“ On rcaebimr, one evening, some Uiarlii-s/iof't or 
other (1 forget ilic name) among those wildernesses, 
thev found a kindly reception, as usual; hut, to 
their aprceahlc surprise alter some days of hard 
living, a measured ami orderly hospitality as re- 
spected liguor. Soon after supper, at which a 
bottle of cldcrlicrry wine alone had been produced, 
a young student of divinity, w)io happened to be 
in the house, was called ujion to take tlic ‘ big 
ha’ Bible’, in the good old fashion of ‘Burns’s 
Saturday Night’; and some progress had been 
already made in the scrrdcc, when the good-man 
of the farm, whose ‘tendency’, ns Mr. Mitchell 
says, ‘ was soporific ’, scandalised his wife and the 
dominie by startitig swldcnly from his knees, and, 
rubbing his eyes, with a stentorian exclamation of 

‘ By , here’s the keg at last 1 ’ and in tumbled, 

as he spoke the word, a couple of sturdy herdsmen, 
whom, on hearing a day before of the advocate’s 
approaching visit, he had despatched to a certain 
smuggler’s haunt, at some considerable distance, in 
quest of a supply of ntii brandy from the Solway 
Frith. The pious ‘exercise’ of the houscliold 
was hopelessly interrupted. With a thousand apolo- 
gies for his hitherto shabby entertainment, tliis 
jolly Elliot,- or Armstrong, had the welcome keg 
mounted on the table without a moment’s delay, 
and gentle and simple, not forgetting the dominie, 
continued carousing about it until daylight streamed- 
in upon the party. Sir Walter Scott seldom failed, 
when I saw him in company with his Liddesdalc 
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man ? The uttered part of a man’s life, let 
us always repeat, bears to the unuttered, un- 
conscious part a small unknown proportion; 
he himself never knows it, much less do others. 
Give him room, give him impulse \ he reaches 
down , to the Infinite with that so straitly- 
imprisoned soul of hisj and can do miracles 
if need be ! It is one of the comfortablest 
truths that great men abound, though in the 
unknown state. Nay, as above hinted, our 
greatest, being also by nature our quietest, are 
perhaps those that remain unknown ! Philoso- 
pher Fichte took comfort in this belief, when 
from all pulpits and editorial desks, and pub- 
lications periodical and stationary, he could 
hear nothing but the infinite chattering and 
twittering of commonplace become ambitious; 
and in the infinite stir of motion no-whither, 
and of din which should have been silence, 
all seemed churned into one tempestuous yesty 
froth, and the stern Fichte almost desired 
“taxes on knowledge” to .allay it little; — 
he comforted himself, wc s.ay, by the unshaken 
belief that Thought did still exist in Germany; 
that thinking men, each in his own corner, 
were verily doing their work, though in a 
silent latent manner. Walter Scott, as a latent 
W.alter, had never amused all men for a score 
of years in the course of centuries and eter- 
nities, or gained and lost several hundred thou- 
sand pounds sterling by Literature ; but he 
might have been a happy and by no means a 
useless, — nay, who knows at bottom whether 
not a still uscfullcr Walter! However, that 
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corner. Mo.-: ir.'.csrtrtcii, mo'^: rrfroliing 
siu: cxhilir.'iiint:: VeiuiKi *>'.ir new K 1 Dor^nlo; 
onr fH; I'c.-'.iiic where one c.n\ 

cniiw 2nil lU) nothin};’. It v..rs the time tor 
such .n new Litcr.Murc: .inJ this W.-'.Ucr ?eutt 
w.rs the tnsn for it. Titc Lr.y. the 'ih.T.’.e/rvr, 
the Liir'ys .ind of 1.2>;c nnil IsUs. roliowci .1 
in quick ;«cccS"^ion. with eviT-widcniu}; profit 
nnd pr.»ise. How ni.tny tlunn-intls of puiuc.is 
were p.iid-dinvn for each new L.ny; how niuny 
ihousr.nds of copie> (fifty .tnei more sometimes) 
were printed olt, tiien .ind .sut>.--t(]uently ; wh.it 
complimenting, reviewinj!. renown and .apothe- 
osis there was: .all i.s recorded in these Seven 
\*olumcs, wliich will be valuable in litcnary 
Statistics'. It is a histoiy, brilliant, remarkable; 
the outlines of which arc known to .all. The 
reader sh.all rcc.all it, or conceive it. No bhar.c 
in his fancy is likely to mount higher than the 
rwality did. 

At this middle period of his life, titcrcforc, 
Scott, enriched with copyright.s, with new- 
official incomes and promotions, ricli in money, 
rich in repute, presents himself as a man in 
the full career of success. “ Hc.alth, wealth, 
.and wit to guide them” (as liis vernacular 
Proverb says), all these three arc his. The 
field is open for him, and victor)’ there; his 
own faculty, his own self, unshackled, victori- 
ously unfolds itself, — the highest blessedness 
that can befall a man. Wide circle of friends, 
personal loving admirers; warmth of domestic 
joys, vouchsafed to all that can truc-lieartcdly 
nestle dow-n among them ; light of r.adi.ancc 
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hcAUliinc,'-'* .‘■howc.! drci;-ivcly 

in All {l>inj;>. .ind nowhere more dcei.'ivcly 
th.m in shi:- : tlic wjv in which he too!; his 
fr.mc: the cstimntc he ‘.torn tlie hrst formed 
of fiir.c. ?U(.'nr.y will Iniy money’s worth; 
but the thiny men cull fune, wh.tt is it ? A 
yuudy cmbl.i.'.onry, not yood lor iinu:Ii, — except, 
indeed, ns it too snny turn to money. 'I'o 
Scott it w.is 4 prolltablc pic.ising superfluity, 
no ncccss.try of life. N'ot ncccs.s.itn', now or 
ever! Seemingly without much cflbrt, hut 
tAught by Nuturc, and the instinct which 
instructs the sound heart wh.it is good for it 
and wh.it is not, he felt that lie could always 
do without this same cmblac.onry of reputation; 
that he ought to put no trust in it; but be 
ready at any time to see it p.iss .iw.iy from him, 
and to hold on liis way as before. It is incal- 
cuhiblc, ns we conjecture, what evil he escaped 
in this manner; what penersions, irritations, 
mean agonies without a name, lie lived wholly 
apart from, knew nothing of. Happily before 
fame arrived, he had reached the mature .ngc 
at which all this was easier to liim. What a 
str.ingc Nemesis lurks in the felicities of men ! 
In thy mouili it shall be sweet as honey, in 
thy belly it shall be bitter as gall ! Some 
weakly-organised individual, we will s.iy at the 
age of fivc-and-twenty, wJiosc main or whole 
talent rests on some prurient susceptivity, and 
nothing under it but sliallowncss and vacuum, 
is clutched hold of by the general imagination, 
is whirled aloft to the giddy height; and taught 
to believe the divine-seeming message that he 
3»3 
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of a little babblement of tongues, art poor, 
bankrupt, insolvent not in purse, but in heart 
and mind. “The Golden Calf of self-love”, 
says Jean Paul, “ has grown into a bunting 
Phalaris’ Bull, to consume its owner and wor- 
shipper.” Ambition, the desire of shining 
and outshining, w.as the beginning of Sin in 
this world. The m.an of letters who founds 
upon his fame, does he not thereby alone 
declare himself a follower of Lucifer (named 
Sefen, the Enemy), and member of the Satanic 
school ? 

It was in this poetic period tliat Scott formed 
his connexion with the Ballantjmesj and em- 
barked, though under cover, largely in trade. 
To those who regard him in the heroic light, 
and will have Fates to signify Prophet as well 
as Poet, this portion of his biography seems 
somewhat incongruous. Viewed as it stood 
in the reality, as he was and as it was, the 
enterprise, since it proved so unfortunate, may 
be called lamentable, but cannot be called un- 
natural. The practic.al Scott, looking towards 
practical issues in all things, could not but 
find h.ard cash one of the most practical. If 
by any means cash could be honestly produced, 
were it by wTiting poems, were it by printing 
them, why not f Great things might be done 
ultimately; great difficulties were at once got 
rid of, — manifold higglings of booksellers, and 
contradictions of sinners hereby fell away. A 
printing and bookselling speculation nas not 
so .alien for a maker of books. \'oltaire, who 
indeed got no cop)Tights, made much money 
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? Bf ih’u’- ns it may, Mircly since Sliak- 
ppcarc’s time there has been no great speaker 
so uncon: ci<nis of an aim in speaking as Walter 
>Scott. Ihpially unconscious these uvo utter- 
ances; equally the sincere complete products 
of the minds they came from: and now if they 
were equally dtep r Or. if the one was living 
fire, and the other was luiilc phosphorescence 
and mere resinous firework; h will depend 
on the relative worth of the minds; for both 
were equally spontaneous, both equally ex- 
pressed themselves unencumbered by an ul- 
terior aim. Beyond drawing audiences to the 
Globe 'I'hcatrc, Shakspcarc contemplated no 
result in those plays of his. Yet they have 
had results! Utter with free heart what thy 
own d<rn:ci: gives thee: if fire from heaven, it 
shall be well; if resinous firework, it sh.all be 
— as well as it could be, or better than other- 
wise! The candid judge will, in general, re- 
quire that a speaker, in so extremely serious a 
Universe as this of ours, h.avc something to 
speak about. In the heart of the speaker there 
ought to be some kind of gospel-tidings, burn- 
ing till it be uttered; othcnvisc it were better 
for him that he altogether held his pc.icc. A 
gospel somewhat more decisive than this of 
Scott’s, — except to an age .altogether languid, 
without either scepticism or faith! These 
things the candid judge will demand of literary 
men; yet wnthal will recognise the great worth 
there is in Scott’s honesty if in nothing more, 
in his being the thing he was with such entire, 
good faith. Here is a something, not a no- 
3*7 
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stance is to tvcarisomcly repeated shadow of 
a substance. But, in the second place, we 
may say that the kind of worth which Scott 
manifested was fitted especially for the then 
temper of men. We have called it an age 
fallen into spiritual languor, destitute of belief, 
yet terrified at scepticism ; reduced to live a 
stinted half-life, under strange new circum- 
stances. Now vigorous whole-life, this was 
what of all things these delineations offered. 
The reader was carried bach to rough strong 
times, wherein those mal.adics of ours h.ad not 
yet arisen. Brawny fighters, all cased in buff 
and iron, their hearts too sheathed in oak and 
triple brass, caprioled their huge war-horses, 
shook their death - doing spears ; and went 
forth in the most determined manner, nothing 
doubting. The reader sighed, yet not without 
a reflex solacemcnt: “ Oh, that I too had lived 
in those times, had never known these logic- 
cobwebs, this doubt, this sickliness; and been 
and felt myself alive among men alive ! ” Add 
lastly, that in this new-found poetic world 
there was no call for effort on the reader’s 
part; what excellence they had, exhibited it- 
self at a glance. It was for the reader, not 
the El Dorado only, but a beatific land of 
Cockaigne and Paradise of Donothings! The 
reader, what the vast majorit}' of readers so 
long to do, ^vas allowed to lie down at his 
ease, and be ministered to. What the Turkish 
bathkeeper is said to aim at noth his frictions, 
and shampooings, and fomentings, more or 
less effectu.ally, that the patient in total idle- 
319 
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But leaving this to be as it can, what it 'con- 
cerned us licre to remark, was that British 
Werlcrism, in the shape of those Byron Poems, 
so potent and poignant, produced on the lan- 
guid appetite of men a mighty effect. This 
too was a “class of feelings deeply important 
to modern minds ; feelings wJiich arise from 
passion incapable of being conves-fed into action, 
which belong to an age as indolent, cultivated 
and unbelieving as our own ! ” The “ languid 
age without either faith or scepticism” turned 
towards BjTonism with an interest altogether 
peculiar : here, if no cure for its miserable 
paralysis and languor, was at least an indignant 
statement of the miser)' ; an indignant Emul- 
phus’ curse read over it, — which all men felt 
to be something. Half-regretful lookings into 
the Past gave place, in many quarters, to Ernul- 
phus’ cursings of the Present. Scott was 
among the first to perceive that the day of 
Metrical Chivalry Romances was declining. 
He had held the sovereignty for some half- 
score of )'ears, a comparatively long lease of 
it ; and now the time seemed come for de- 
thronement, for abdication: an unpleasant busi- 
ness; which however he held himself ready, as 
a brave man ^vill, to transact with composure 
and in silence. After all, Poetry was not his 
staff of life ; Poetry had already yielded him 
much money ; this at least it would not take 
back from him. Busy always ndth editing, 
with compiling, with multiplex official com- 
mercial business, and solid interests, he beheld 
the coming change with unmoved eye. 
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Author of TFavcrlr\' was Walter Scott. Yet a 
certain mystcr}’ was still kept up; rather piquant 
to the public ; doubtless very pleasant to the 
author, who saw it all; who probably had not 
to listen, as other h.apless individuals often 
had; to this or the other long-drawn “ clear 
proof at hast”, that the author was not Walter 
Scott, but a certain astonishing Mr. So-and-so; 
— one of the standing miseries of human life 
in that time. But for the privileged Author, 
it was like a king travelling incognito. All 
men know that he is a high king, chivalrous 
Gustaf or Kaiser Joseph ; but he mingles in 
their meetings without cumber of etiquette or 
lonesome ceremony, .as Chevalier du Nord, or 
Count of Lorraine: he has none of the weari- 
ness of royalty, and yet all the praise, and the 
satisfaction of hearing it with his own ears. 
In a word, the W.averlcy Novels circulated and 
reigned triumphant; to the general imagination 
the “ Author of TVaverley" was like some living 
mythological personage, and ranked among the 
chief wonders of the world. 

How a man lived and demeaned himself in 
such unwonted circumstances, is worth seeing. 
We would gladly quote from Scott’s correspond- 
ence of this period ; but that does not much 
illustrate the matter. His letters, as above 
stated, are never without interest, yet also 
seldom or never very interesting. They are 
full of cheerfulness, of wit and ingenuity; but 
they do not treat of aught intimate ; without 
impe.aching their sincerity, what is called sin- 
cerity, one may say they do not, in any case 
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~t!ic Duke of Gonion (then ^lanluc^^ of Hunlly) 
— the Manjurfs of Hcrtfoti! (thi n lainl ^'armouth) 
— the I'.nrl of I'it'e — and Scott's early Iriend. l.on! 
Melville. ‘The Prince atui Scott,' says Mr. 
Crokcr, ‘ were the two most brilliant story-tellers, 
in their several ways, that 1 have ever happened to 
meet; thev werelsoth aware of their J'eru, atid both 
exerteti themselves that cvenin;.; with delightful 
effect. On !;oinj: home, 1 really could not deride 
which of them had sltone the most. The Rejtcnt 
was enchanted with Scott, as Scott with hint; and 
on all his subsequent visits to London, he was a 
frequent ftucst at tite royal table.' The Lord Chief 
Contniissioncr remembers that the Prince was par- 
ticularly <lclif:hted with the poet's anecdotes of the 
old Scotch judges and lawyers, which his Royal 
Highness sometimes cnpprii by ludicrous traits of 
certain ennined sages of his own acquaintance. 
Scott told, among others, a story, whicli he was 
fond of telling, of his old friend the Lord Justice- 
Clerk Braxfield; and the commentary of Iiis Royal 
Highness on hearing it amusctl Scott, who often 
mentioncil it aftenvards. The anecdote is this ; 
Braxficld, whenever he went on a particular circuit, 
was in the habit of visiting a gentleman of good 
fortune in the neighbourhood of one of the assize 
towns, and staying at least one night, which, being 
both of them ardent chess-players, they usually con- 
cludctl with their favourite game. One Spring cir- 
cuit the battle was not decided at daybre.nk; so the 
Justice-Clerk said, ‘Wcel, Donald, I must e’en 
come back this gate, and let the game lie ower for 
the present:’ and back he came in October, but not 
to lus old friend’s hospitable house; for that gentle- 
man had in the interim been apprehended on a 
capital charge (of forgery), and his name stood on 
the Portfous Roll, or list of those who were about to 
be tried under his fonner guest’s auspices. The 
laird was indicted and tried accordingly, and the 
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more prolonged: and Scott then rose, and returned 
thanks in a short address, which struck the Lord 
Chief Commissioner as ‘alike grave and graceful'. 
This story has been circulated in a verj’' perv'erted 
shape.” * * * “ Before he left town he again dined 
at Carlton House, when the part)' was a still smaller 
one than before, and the merriment if possible still 
more free. That nothing might be wanting, the 
Prince sang several capital songs.” 

Or take, at a verj* great interval in many 
senses, this glimpse of another dinner, alto- 
gether iwtofHcially and much better described. 
It is James Ballantjme the printer and pub- 
lisher’s dinner, in Saint John Street, Canon- 
gate, Edinburgh, on the birtheve of a Waverley 
Novel: 

“The feast was, to use one of James’s own fa- 
vourite epithets, gorgeous^ an aldermanic display of 
turtle and venison, with the suitable accompani- 
ments of iced punch, potent ale, and generous 
Madeira. When the cloth u-as dra^vn, the burly 
prteses arose, with all he could muster of the port 
of John Kemble, and spouted Mth a sonorous voice 
the formula of Macbeth, 

‘Fill full ! 

I drink to the general joy of the whole table ! ’ 

This was followed by ‘the King, God bless him!’ 
and second came — ‘Gentlemen, there is another 
toast which never has been not’ shall be omitted in 
this house of mine: I give you the health of Mr. 
Walter Scott, tvith three times three!’ All honour 
having been done to this health, and Scott having 
briefly thanked the company, with some expressions 
of warm affection to their host, Mrs. Ballant}'ne 
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"ci-.t nr., tinti! an<J Kr^kine, with .my clcrir.il 

K." »c.''y j''rr':i!i.'!;:c lIi.Tt JinJ eh.inci'd fi> he 

ailmiite.l, };iw fit to njtliilr.nv, 'I'lion tlie scene 
'vj', cluni;c-t. Tlic fl.ircf niul olivc.'i innile w.ny for 
l)r.?;;e\I lv;inee .Tin! .t inijrliiy Innvl of inincli ; nnd 
■''■Jun .T fen cl-iiie.'. of the hot liiv cr.ure linil restored 
Ill's jso'vers j.nmcs opcncvl C'V rctunJ:) on tlic merii.s 
of the forthr^nntn;:; Komance. ‘One cliapicr — one 
idiajiuT onlv!' w.u tlic cry. After ‘ A'ijr, O'V 
«•?)•/“ .and a feo- more coy shifts, the proof-siiects 
'vere at leiinfli produced, .and James, with many a 
prs-f.atoiy liem, rc.ad aloud wliat he considered as 
flic mo»: striJtiti;; dialt);;ue tliey contained. 

“The first I lie.an! so n'.ad was the interview be- 
tween Je.anie Deans, the Duke of Aq;yle and 
fjuecn C'aroline, in Richmond j’.ark; and, notwitli- 
standln;: some spice of the pompous tricks to whicli 
he was adilictcd, I must say lie ilid the inimitable 
scene {treat Justice. At all events, the effect it pro- 
duced was deep and memorable ; and no wonder 
that the c.vultiiiff typographer’s one hunper more to 
JedcMah Clchhlotlnw: ^irecedcd his parting -stave, 
which was uniformly The Lost (I'cn/s of' iMarmioii, 
executed certainly with no contemptible rivalry of 
Braham." 

Over at Abbotsford tilings ivcar a still more 
prosperous aspect. Scott is building there, by 
the pleasant banks of the Tivccd ; he h.is 
bought and is buying land there; fast as the 
new gold comes in for a new W.arcrlcy Novel, 
or even faster, it changes itself into moory 
acres, into stone, .and hewn or pl.anted wood: 

“About the middle of Februar)-’’ (iSso), s.ays 
Mr. Lockhart, “ it having been ere that time ar- 
ranged that I should inarr)' his eldest daughter in 
the course of the spring, — I accompanied him and 
33t 
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nrs.'t, nntl ,t jlrt; nnr! hrc.nllli which niitrlu ItAvc he- 
conic the jnw*. of.nn o"rc, roinplctcil (his dcliplitful 
jinrirnit.* Hijiiip this hpurc in Scott's cast-olT preen 
jacket, wliitc lint nntl tlml> trousers; nml iinnpine 
tiint years of kinti treatment, comfort anil tlie iionest 
conseijuenee of a contidcntinl p'irir had softenetl 
away imieli oftlie Iianlnoss and harsliness originally 
imprcfseil on tlio visage hy anxious penury, and 
the sinister habits of a — and the Tom 

Puniie of iSao stands before us. 

“\^'c were all delighted to sec how completely 
Scott had rccovercti his bodily vigour, and none 
more so than Constable, who, as he puffed and 
panted after him, up one ravine and tiown another, 
often stopped to wipe his foreliead, anil remarked, 
that ‘ it was not every autiior who should lead him 
such a dance’. But Purdie’sface shone with rapture 
as he observed how severely the swag-bellied book- 
seller’s activity svas tasked. Scott exclaimcil cxult- 
ingly, though, perhaps, for tlic tenth time, ‘This 
will be a glorious siiring for our trees, Toml’ — 
‘ You may say that. Sheriff,’ quoth Tom, — and then 
lingering a moment for Constable — ‘ My certy,’ he 
added, scratching his head, ‘and I thinK it will bo 
a grand season for o//r /wth too.’ But indeed Tom 
always talked of cur Iniiks, as if they had been as 
regular products of the soil as our aits and our hirks. 
Having threaded first the Hcxilcleugh and then the 
Rhymer’s Glen, we arrived at Huntly Burn, where 
the hospitality of the kind Weird Sisters, as Scott 
called the Miss Fergusons, reanimated our exhausted 
bibliopoles, and gave them courage to extend their 
walk a little farther down the same famous brook. 
Here there wqs a small cottage in a very sequestered 
situation” (named Chiefswood), “ by making some 
little additions to which Scott thought it might be 
converted into a suitable summer residence for his 
daughter and future son-in-law.” * * * “ As we 
walked homeward, Scott being a little fatigued, laid 
333 


JotioarB ptTE JdjqAv-oupnnq sSnif b qjtAv noissaoojd 
JO jspjo sqj 5uj[p:tjsjEiij sbai ‘[Aqig no pojnnoui 
AJS ■apEOfB.vBO urem stp jo jjeis aqi ssaujiAi 
oj ‘jnoqB SniSunoj ponniuroj ‘sjuisssjd s^sjjiAJSinog 
pjo'j joj pirncq ‘strejaojp Yi Jo dnoiS opjjl sjq^ 
•jDtrisjp aipi JO UBoixsqsy pajEjqsjao isoui aqj iinp 
33oqj nj ‘inoj;_ jo jaqjojq b ‘oipimj aqjcq^ poE 
‘soAmjj s;q dq fopnawB pire “jan-SnipirEf puE poj 
-uoiufEs siq mpu paouE stq no aiaqi sEii. ooi aq 

?nq -^so-^ -JI^T ‘sjapSoB jo jsaqanEjs aqj seav jpsmnj 
JOj jjods naqjo jno-f»qjBqD psq oqAi jsaoo dyno 
sqX TIJH q-rBAia\T no qaiEm-^utsmoo pnBxS e joj 
ssanipBaj nj seai jp pnE ^mqsnns aqj jo aonangnt 
^npEnjins aqj papqnop jEqj jp aqi ni ssaudiEqs e 
qjiAv ‘Sninjom naquiajdag jqSuq ‘jEap B seai jj „ 

spjoog JO pousd jnEnjrajno 
puE jaEnimop aip ptre pjojsjoqqy 3inb ppi aju 
qjL\iaj3rp pus :pptd oj aqq st jo ‘papptd ja^a 
danjaj qspug b :p3dsB jsajqSuq atp tpu\ sn 
qstujnj [pqs jJEqqaoq; •jj\t ‘jrqa mojj jej i^ios 
apjoqanjq atp jo {p joa ajaAi S 3 san§ siq joj 
•nBor jaqjo ins asotnp anop aAEq ppoAV 31 
usip SS31 miq pajaags ji jnq ioiiop paAv jt ^Jaq 
aq q5nop ‘aji[ pojajni siq pajaAaj ae.vv jsajqE 
-3naniE[ aqj ui pas 'ooj oriq pa^aajE 31 3qnop 
‘ano xtEjqos pau jood ‘ana^is e oj (asEa 
ajom pLU tdnqjad) auop PAsq ppoAV aq se 
‘ uiiq a.\jas 31 apsai pus ‘3uauiuojpua Smzznq 
-pno[ siq3 03 jpsmiq pa3EponiuioaDE ‘pjOAV e ni 
— f3JEaq JO ajnsoduioo siq oumasajd ni ‘iVsJ 
-aanBoioj jo nopjod dpEp siq Snpixu ni 3[iqAv 
-UEaoi p3SisJ3d Spadpqaq [pAv 30 U ppoa 3 BqA\ 
pajnpua .‘31 ai afqiidofua sb.u 3 Bq.u padofua 
fasjnoa S3i 3qv3 Ja33Etu atp 331 3H ■-r3q3pu pip 

‘DBUi aAEjq 33in& b aqif *J33p^^V -‘IS ‘’‘iX 

llOOS HHilVAV ais 



WaLTL'U SCOT'l 


^ 'iorrn ftolir* ’‘•nr voh;!)' jt;:! inn»!r:v. \vlir> rrfiurd 
s‘ r.!’ -i-l'v'ipiiiic, c.irh 

on ! rarh r.'iorra' tlir vcit!n;:c'! ^J■>ort5- 

inm in iiir (ronj', Sir lhnoj'!iry Psv y. Or. \\ olln^- 
iD.n, tlir jir.tfiaroh <•} Jv.-llrr-!cttrcr, 

Hrnry n;ic. Tlic Man ol I-'crlinir, l\o'\cvcr, 

prrruaiir! 'liili ;n;nc tiitiu'uh)’ to rr.-ii’ti hi-; 
rtcrl fur tl:- ytc'-m to hi* livitlifiil t’.c,:ru follower, 
.nni! to join 1.:. !y Srott it) tlic •urinl'lc, tinti! we 
rhotn-.i r-rsi-’i ihc );rtHincl of our Lniili.TW, 

on ,1 -.:;un;;-:.oi!<-.i >siry lltfrlil.tiulcr, yclejit iiciidir. 
(Wf-,, which r.trriril Itim nimbly anti rtoutly, nl- 
thou,;h lu\ fcri nliiifi-.t louchrit the j.’roimil aj he 
rat, wai the .uliutnnt. Itut the mort picturesque 
tirrure vvas the illiistrinm inventor of the setfety- 
lamp. He luii come for his favourite snort of 
an.qin.:, aiul h3<l Itccn praetisinf; it successfully with 
Rene, his travcllin;: companion, for two or three 
ilays preredin;: *bi 5 ; but he had not prcparcii for 
roursm': fields, or had left Charlie Punbe’s troop 
tor Sir Walter's on a stuhlcn thought, and his fisher- 
man's costume — a brown liat with flexible brim, 
surronnilcd with line upon line of catgut, and in- 
numerable fly-books — ^jack-boots worthy of a Dutcli 
smupplcr, and a fustian surtout tlabblctl with the 
blood of salmon, made a fine contrast with the 
smart jackets, white-eon! brccclics, and well-polished 
jockey-boots of the less ilistin;^uisheil cavaliers about 
him. Dr. Wollaston w.as in black ; and with his 
A noble serene dignity of countenance mipht have 
passed for a sportinj: archbishop. Mr. Mackenzie, 
at this time in the 76tb year of his age, with a white 
hat turned up with green, green spectacles, green 
jacket, and long brown leathern gaiters buttoned 
upon his nether anatomy, wore a dog-whistle round 
his neck, and had, all over, the air of as resolute a 
devotee as the gay captain of Huntly Burn. Tom 
Punlic and his subalterns had preceded us by a few 
hours with all the greyhounds that could be collected 
( B 85 ) 337 Y 
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year or two after this time, iny wife used to drive 
a couple of these animals in a little garden-chair, 
and whenever her father appeared at tlic door of 
our cottage, we were sure to see Hannah More 
and Lady Morgan (as Anne Scott had wickedly 
cliristcnetl them) trotting from tlicir pasture, to lay 
their noses over the paling, and, as Washington 
Irving says of the old white-haired hedger with the 
Parisian snuff-box, ‘ to have a pleasant crack wi’ 
the laird 

“There” at Chiefswood “my wife and I spent 
this summer and autumn of 1S21 ; — the first of 
several seasons which will ever dwell on my memory 
as the happiest of my life. We were near enough 
Abbotsford to partake as often ns we liked of its 
brilliant and constantly varj'ing society; yet could 
do so without being exposed to the worry and ex- 
haustion of spirit which the daily reception of new- 
cogicrs entailed upon all the family, except Sir 
Walter himself, llut, in truth, even he was not 
always proof against the annoyances connected with 
such a style of open housekeeping. Even his temper 
sank sometimes under the solemn applauses of 
learned dulncss, the vapid raptures of painted and 
periwigged dowagers, tne horse-leech avidity with 
which underbred foreigners urged their questions, 
and the pompous simpers of condescending mag- 
nates. When sore beset at home in this way, he 
would every now and then discover that he had 
some very particular business to attend to on an 
outlying part of his estate; and, craving the indul- 
gence of nis guests overnight, appear at the cabin 
in the glen before its inhabitants were astir in the 
morning. The clatter of Sibyl Grey’s hoofs, the 
yelping of Mustard and Spice, and his own joy- 
ous shout of renjeillee under our windows, were 
the signal that he had burst his toils, and meant for 
that day to ‘ take his ease in his inn On descend- 
ing. he was to be found seated wth all’his dogs and 
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pific.!. mtist fill himsrirth.At lie may ben coun- 
iry pyntlemnn, the founder oi'a race of Scottish 
lairds. It i-s one of the strangest, most tragical 
histories ever enacted under this sun. So 
poor a p.is;;ion can Iceid so strong a man into 
such mad extremes. Surely, were not man a 
h'ol alnav.s, one might say there was some- 
thing eminently distracted in this, r/.’/f as it 
v.ould, tif a Walter Scott writing daily with 
the ardour of a steam-engine, that he might 
make 5,000 a-ycar, and buy upliolstcry with 
it. To cover the w.alls of a stone house in 
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SIR WALTER SCOTT 

fact about them is, tliat dicy were faster written 
and better paid for than any other books in 
the world. It must be granted, moreover, that 
they have a worth far surpassing what is usual 
m such cases ; nay, that if Literature had no 
task but that of harmlessly amusing indolent 
languid men, here was the very perfection of 
Literature ; that a man, here more emphati- 
cally than ever elsewhere, might fling himself 
back, exclaiming, “ Be mine to lie on this sofa, 
and read everlasting Novels of Walter Scott!” 
The composition, slight as it often is, usually 
hangs together in some measure, and is a com- 
position. There is a free flow of narrative, of 
incident and sentiment; an easy master -like 
coherence tliroughout, as if it were the free 
dash of a master’s hand, “round as the O of 
Giotto”. It is the perfection of extemporaneous 
writing. Farthermore, surely he were a blind 
critic who did not recognise here a certain 
genial sunshiny freshness and picturesqueness; 
paintings both of scenery and figures, very 
graceful, brilliant, occasionally full of grace and 
glowing brightness blended in the softest com- 
posure ; in fact, a deep sincere love of the 
beautiful in Nature and Man, and the readiest 
faculty of expressing this by imagination and 
by word. No fresher paintings of Nature can 
be found than Scott’s; hardly anjnvhere a wider 
sympathy with man. From Davie Deans up to 
Richard Cosur-de-Lion ; from Meg Merrilies 
to Die Vernon and Queen Elizabeth 1 It is the 
utterance of a man of open soul ; of a brave, 
large, free-seeing man, who has a true brother- 
343 
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these days. Scott seems to have been a high 
proficient in it. His rapidity was extreme; 
and the matter produced was excellent, con- 
sidering that : the circumstances under which 
some of his Novels, when he could not himself 
write, were dictated, are justly considered won- 
derful. It is a valuable faculty this of ready- 
writing ; nay farther, for Scott’s purpose it was 
clearly the only good mode. By much labour 
he could not have added one guinea to his 
copj'right ; nor could the reader on the sofa 
have lain a whit more at ease. It was in all 
w.ays necessary that these works should be pro- 
duced rapidly ; and, round or not, be thrown- 
off like Giotto’s O. But indeed, in all things, 
avriting or other, which a man engages in, there 
is the indispensablcst beauty in knowing hKv to 
get Hone, A man frets himself to no purpose ; 
he has not the sleight of the trade ; he is not 
a craftsman, but an unfortunate borer and 
bungler, if he know not when to h.ave done. 
Perfection is unattain.able ; no carpenter ever 
m.ade a mathematicallj>- accurate right-angle in 
the world ; yet all carpenters know when it is 
right enough, and do not botch it, and lose 
their wages, by making it too right. Too much 
pains-taking speaks disease in one’s mind, as 
well as too little. The adroit sound-minded 
man nnll endeavour to spend on each business 
approximately what of pains it desen'es; and 
with a conscience void of remorse will dismiss it 
then. All this in favour of easy uTiting shall 
be granted, and, if need were, enforced and 
inculcated. And yet, on the othei hand, it 
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long preparation, but struggled while he wrote. 
Goethe also tells us he “ had nothing sent him 
in his sleep”; no page of his but he knew well 
how it came there. It is reckoned to be the 
best prose, accordingly, that has been written 
by any modern. Schiller, as an unfortunate 
and unhealthy man, “ kotintc nic fcr/ig xcerdcii., 
never could get done” ; the noble genius of him 
struggled not wisely but too well, and wore his 
life itself heroically out; Or did Petrarch write 
easily? Dante sees himself “growing lean” 
over his Divine Comedy ; in stem solitarj- death- 
wrestle with it, to prevail over it, and do it, 
if his uttermost faculty may : hence, too, it is 
done and prevailed over, and the ficr}’ life of it 
endures for evermore among men. No : crea- 
tion, one would think, cannot be easy ; your 
Jove has severe pains, and fire-flames, in the 
head out of which an armed Pallas is struggling ! 
As for manufacture, that is a difl'erent matter, 
and may become easy or not easy, according as 
it is taken up. Yet of manufacture too, the 
gencr.al truth is that, given the manufacturer, 
it will be wortliy in direct proportion to the 
pains bestowed upon it ; and worthless always, 
or nearly so, with no pains. Cease, therefore, 
O ready-writer, to brag openly of thy rapidity 
and facility ; to thee (if thou be in the manu- 
facturing line) it is a benefit, an increase of 
wages ; but to me it is sheer loss, worsening 
of my pennyworth : why wilt thou brag of it 
to me r Write easily, by steam if thou canst 
contrive it, and canst sell it ; but hide it like 
virtue; “Easy writing”, said Sheridan, “is 
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that he has the, knack of his trade. In the 
most flattering view, rapidity will betoken 
health of mind : much also, perhaps most of 
all, will depend on health of body. Doubt it 
not, a faculty of easy writing is attainable by 
man! The human genius, once fairly set 'in 
this direction, will carry it far. William Cob- 
bett, one of the healthiest of men, was a greater 
improviser even than Walter Scott : his writing, 
considered as to qu.aHty and quantity, of Rural 
Rides, Registers, Grammars, Sermons, Peter 
Porcupines, Histories of Reformation, ever- 
fresh denouncements of Potatoes and Paper- 
money, — seems to us still more wonderful. 
Pierre Bayle wrote enormous folios, one sees 
not on what motive-principle; he flowed-on 
forever, a mightj’’ tide- of ditch-water; and even 
died flowing, with the pen in his hand. But 
indeed the most unaccountable ready-writer 
of all is, probably, the common Editor of a 
Daily Newspaper. Consider his leading articles; 
what they treat of, how passably they are done. 
Straw that has been thrashed a hundred times 
without wheat ; ephemeral sound of a sound ; 
such portent of the hour as all men have seen 
a hundred times turn out inane : how a man, 
\vith merely human faculty, buckles himself 
nightly with new vigour and interest to this 
thrashed straw, nightly thrashes it anew, nightly 
gets-up new thunder about it ; and so goes on 
thrashing and thundering for a considerable 
series of years ; this is a fact remaining still 
to be accounted for, in human physiology. 
The vitality of man is great. 

( B 8s ) 353 7 . 
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one of the lamcnt.iMrsl. To have nil JJternturc 
swum away from us in water}' Extempore, and 
a spiritual time of Noah supcn'enc? That 
surel}' is an awful reflection ; worthy of d}'s- 
pcptic Matthew Bramble in a London fog ! 
Be of comfort, O splenetic Matthew ; it is not 
Literature they are swimming away; it is onl}' 
Book-publishing and Book-selling. Was there 
not a Literature before Printing or Faust of 
Mentz, and yet men wrote extempore ? Na}', 

before Writing or Cadmus of Thebes, and yet 
men spoke extempore ? Literature is the 
Thought of thinking Souls ; this, by the 
blessing of God, can in no generation be swum 
awa}', but remains with us to the end. 

Scott’s career, of writing impromptu novels 
to buy farms with, was not of a kind to ter- 
minate voluntaril}', but to accelerate itself more 
and more ; and one sees not to what wise goal 
it could, in any case, have led him. Bookseller 
Constable’s bankruptcy was not the ruin of 
Scott ; his ruin was, that ambition, and even 
false ambition, had laid hold of him ; that his 
way of life was not wise. Whither could it 
lead ? Where could it stop ? New firms there 
remained ever to be bought, while new novels 
could pay for them. More and more success 
but gave more and more appetite, more and 
more audacity. The impromptu writing must 
have waxed ever thinner; declined faster and 
faster into the questionable categor}', into the 
condemnable, into the generally condemned. 
Already there existed, in secret, ci’erjnvhere 




SIR WALTER SCOTT 


liavc been all in the wrong, and tliis my fame 
and pride, now broken, was an empty delusion 
and spell of accursed witchcraft ! It ‘ was 
difficult for flesh and blood ! He said, I will 
retrieve myself, and make my point good yet, 
or die for it. Silcntlj', like a proud strong 
man, he girt himself to the Hercules’ task, of 
removing rubbish-mountains, since that was 
it ; of paying large ransoms by what he could 
still write and sell. In his declining years 
too ; misfortune is doubly and trebly unfor- 
tunate tliat befalls us tlien. Scott fell to his 
Hercules’ task like a verj' man, and went on 
with it unwearicdly ; with a noble cheerfulness, 
while his life-strings were cracking, he grappled 
with it, and wrestled with it, years long, in 
death-grips, strength to strength; — and it 
proved the stronger; and his life and heart 
did crack and break : the cordage of a most 
strong heart! Over these last writings of 
Scott, his Napoleons, Dcmoswlo^cs, Scotch Histories, 
and the rest, criticism, finding still much to 
wonder at, much to commend, will utter no 
word of blame ; this one word only. Woe is 
me ! The noble war-horse that once laughed 
at the shaking of the spear, how is he doomed 
to toil himself dead, dragging ignoble wheels ! 
Scott’s descent was like that of a spent pro- 
jectile ; rapid, straight down ; — perhaps merci- 
fully so. It is a tragedy, as all life is ; one 
proof more that Fortune stands on a restless 
globe ; that Ambition, literary, warlike, politic, 
pecuniary, never yet profited any man. 

Our last extract shall be from Volume Sixth ; 
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SIR WALTER SCOTT 


but then the circumstances were most untoward. — 
This has been a melancholy day — most melancholy. 
I am afraid poor Cliarlcs found me weeping. I do 
not know vs^at other folks feel, but with me the 
hysterical passion that impels tears is a terrible 
violence — a sort of throttling sensation — then suc- 
ceeded by a state of dreaming stupidity, in which I 
ask if my poor Charlotte can actually be dead.” 

This is beautiful as well as tragical. Other 
scenes, in that Seventh A'olume, must come, 
which will have no beaut)', but be tragical 
onl)'. It is better that we are to end here. 

And so the curtain falls ; and the strong 
Walter Scott is with us no more. A possession 
from him does remain ; widely scattered ; yet 
attainable,' not inconsiderable. It can be said 
of him, \’iTien he departed, he took a Man’s 
life along with him. No sounder piece of 
British m.anhood was put together in that 
eighteenth centur)' of Time. Alas, his fine 
Scotch face, with its shaggy honesty, sagacit)' 
and goodness, when we saw it latterly on the 
Edinburgh streets, was all worn with care, the 
joy .all tied from it; — ploughed deep with 
labour and sorrow. We shall never forget it ; 
we shall never see it .again. Adieu, Sir Walter, 
pride of all Scotchmen, take our proud and sad 
farewell. 
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The Text of this edition of Carlyle's Essajs lias been 
revised and the Notes have been prepared, by Mr. W. 
Keith Lcask, late Scholar of Worcester College, Oxford. 




NOTES 


r.oHTin; 


T!;:t frf! .-.j-j-fAic 1 in I, pp. So lip of tlir 

y-'nrr l\f :ru- Ul^ iS:S. “Csrlylc’* cnilnuiatni for 
Crrnun lilrrAlnfr, al hiil ^v^iI-nip!l .ill-cniliricinp, prmlii- 
jliy tftiOvr! il'rif (n.iiiilv into rnthtii>i.iMn lor Goethe, 
hiicrp: in the capital poinn of lovr of cllicinicy .nnrf 
hstrr.i of AnAtiliv, tivn men nmir tiiprrficially dij^iinilsr 
C'V.;!.'. no: well have Iren fount!, atui tlie .Scotclini.in'* 
reverence for the German ha« ejccitr.f »urprj.«c. Hi* 
own eiplanatinn to limrrion \va»! ‘Hin is the only 
he.-.llhy mind, of any extent, th.it I li.ive discovered in 
litirope for loop peneration.i'. He Iionmired Goethe .it 
a tlcliverer, as one ivlto had piven him what he could not 
have given him«elf. He needed an example ol repose 
■ittaincd through conflict, and he found it in Goethe. In 
nio't linglith minds there cither !iad been no conflict, or 
there was no repose. ‘It can never be forgotten,’ he 
aftrnv.ir.ls wrote to Goethe, ‘that to you I owe the 
.ill-prccious knowledge and experience that Reverence is 
still possible : that, instead of conjecturing and denying, 
I can again believe and know.' " (^Dr. Richani Garnett.') 

Pages 2 and Sig-tt of Ihc Saracen's Head. The ser- 
vant of Sir Roger dc Coverlcy “pul him up as a sign-post 
before the door, so that The Knighfi Head had hung out 
upon the road. ..accordingly they got a painter to add a 
pair of wliiskcrs to the face, and by a little aggravation 
to tlie features to change it into The Saracen's Head” 
[Spectator, No. 122), 

3. in early life. His Cats was published in 1773 
and the Sorrows of H/crther in 1774. Goethe was bom 
on August 28, 1749. 
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NOTES 


7. Musagctes-. Leader of the Muses; an epithet of 
Apollo, 

Dichittug wid Wahrheit {Poetry and Truth), the 
first two parts of which appeared in iSii, the third in 
1S14. The fourth he did not finish until 1S31. “His 
object was to describe the influences under which his 
character both as a man and as a writer was formed. 
Some details of the narrative arc incorrect, but that his 
reminiscences are substantial!}’ accurate we know from 
the fact that they accord in the main with his early 
works and letters, Goethe's intellectual relations even 
in youth were so far-reaching that Dichtung und JVahrheit 
is much more than a record of his personal experience. 
It contains a full and most vivid account of all the great 
currents of thought .and feeling in Germany during an 
important transitional period in the histor)' of her litera- 
ture " (James Sime: Life of Goethe, p. 167). 

8. head and front of his offending. Othello, i, 3. 
So. 

to. Memoirs of Goethe. Memoin of Goethe •, written 
by himself; 2 vols. Svo. London, 1824^ 

Dragoman, Courier or attendant on travellers in 
Egj’pt and East. “What Herodotus professes to tell us 
of the history of Egypt, Babylonia, and Persia, is really a 
collection of M&rehen, or popular stories, current among 
the Greek loungers and half-caste dragomen on the skirts 
of the Persian Empire” (Prof. Sayce : Herodotus, p. 12). 

12. hefrumpeted and beshouted. A favourite coin- 
age of Carlyle. “Yesterday I dined with lord treasurer 
and his Saturday people as usual; and was so bedeaned" 
(Swift; fonrttal to Stella, April 7, 1713). 

13. Schlegels. August JViUiam Schlegel {lyby-iSe^f), 
critic and philologer, Professor of History at Borm; brother 
of Frederick Schlegel (1772-1829), author of Philosophy of 
History, &c. Alessandro Mansoni Italian 
poet, novelist, and patriot, friend of Garibaldi, and author 
of the famous novel I Promessi Sposi. Madame De Stael 
(1766-1811), daughter of Necker, minister of finance 
under Louis XA^'I, WTiter of Cormne, Delphine, Sec. 
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NOTES 


14 . hir!hiL\v <>.7V.c, Ac. Fcr a specimen of the 
o\.i; OJet 'crvirJ "ip Jo Royalty, lo “ tiootpc ", “prc.il 
.n -.r Clnrii'Uc ", sn l (lir “ Hoii>r of llrunnvirk ", see 
t)ir t'lIoV'' lu'iu’on of Cowprr, pp. 66-fip. “ Only think ", 
aaid (hr Duke I't lUicclciich to Scott, when he rctiiicd 
the I.iwtr.itf.'hir, “of heinp chauntci! and rreitatived hy 
a patccl of hoar:r and rr,iic’kinp chorijtcij on n birth- 
day, for the rdiheation of the bi>hop«, pape), inaid^ of 
honour, and gentlemen pentioncu ! Oh horrible, tliricc 
horrible 

Tyrttrus \ the Spartan port who incited his conntry- 
nicn to victory in the Mcf'cnian Wars. 

sfi. Hnnr.nltan : the hot wind, charged with durt, 
blowing on the Atlantic and Guinea eoasts from De- 
cember to February. 

Tree of Life. For Carlylc’n constant contrast of the 
figure of the “Tree of Life", Ipdr.asil, the Tree of Kxis- 
tcnce, with the Henthamite, materialistic conception of 
the “Machine of the Universe ", sec litrocsx The Hero 
as Divinity. 

vtalady of Thought. “Sicklicd o’er with the pale 
cast of thought " {liarr.lct, iii. i. Sg). 

ly. local hahiiaiioii and a name. AliJsiirr.Kcr- 
Ni^^hl's DrcJtr., V. I, 17. 

2S. lihe dog distract. IluJibrat : 

“ More peevish, eross, and splcnctie. 

Than dog distract or monkey sick 

37. Anarchy has iioto become Peace. “ The Ever- 
lasting No had said: ‘Behold thou art fatherless, outcast, 
and the universe is mine (the Devil’s); to which my 
whole Me had made answer: ‘I am not thine, but Free 
and forever hate thee’’’ {Sartor Resartus — in whose 
phrascologj- the mind of Goethe had passed from the 
Everlasting No, or the spirit of scepticism, through the 
Centre of Indifference, to the Everlasting Yea, or Spirit 
of Belief). 

Ga/ganis’s Pomans. The famous phrase of Gal- 
gacus in Tacitus’ Agricola, eh. xxx: “Solitudinem faciunt, 
pacem appellant’’. 
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NOTES 


K7. Cali-(hvtiiii; Hunt. " l.oriJ Olcnc.iirii nude intcrrsl 
■with llie Cslc.iniiinn Hunt (an a«!ociation of (lie ino5t 
diitinpiiitlicd nirmbcrr of the nortlirrn arintocrnc)') to 
arcept the dedication of tlic fortlicominp edition, and to 
Ruhfcrihe individually for copic"; *' (Lockhart). 

Ayr Writers. Hiirii!-.'* friends G.ivin H.itnilton, 

Rohcrl Aiken, A;c. — •writers* bcinp n Scotch term for 
solicitors, law-agents. 

AVn' nnd Old Liyhi Clcry}'. The more advanced 
and the ennsenalive sections in theology of tlic Churcli 
of Scotland. 

Dr. Currie. James Currie, M.D. (1756 iKo?), the 
author of the Liji cf Rums prefixed to the If'orks in 4 
vols., iBoo. 

Mr. Walker. “Josiah Walker, a countryman and 
intimate friend of the poet himself, not guiltless of /lirta- 
tion with the Muse, .and afterwards Professor of Latin in 
the University of Glasgow" (Prof. Blackie). Josiah is a 
painfully “superior" person, and one would like to have 
in return the poet's views on the professor, wlio met 
Burns in Edinburgh through the medium of Blacklock 
when he himself was tutor in the Atholc family. 

91. Born in an age. On 25th Januar)', 1759, when 
there was little creative spirit abroad, and when, like 
Milton, he might have thought that he had been born 
“an age too late for heroic poesy” — “the withered, un- 
believing, second-hand eighteenth-century, with its arti- 
ficial pasteboard figures and productions ” (Carlyle). 

93. surite a tragedy. “Mr. Ramsay of Auchtertyre 
on the Teith, a friend of Blacklock, advised him strongly 
to turn his attention to the romantic drama, and pro- 
posed the Gentle Shepherd of Allan Ramsay as a model; 
he also urged him to write Scottish Georgies, obsenu'ng 
that Thomson had by no means exhausted that field ” 
(Lockhart). 

Sir Hudson Lowe, K.C.B. : the governor of St. 
Helena and warder of Napoleon during his detention 
there. 
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NOTES 


100. docs iwf the character of their author. For 
this charnctcristic feature of Byron, see above on the 
Goethe Essay. 

101. inflated tone. This is more especially true of 
the letters to Clarinda, for which tlie sentimental tone of 
Sterne, and Henrj- Mackenzie in The Man of Feeling, 
served Bums as spurious models, “his letters are often 
full of all sorts of rant and rhodomontadc — which to us, 
reading them coldly in our closets, and but little ac- 
quainted, and still less sjunpathizing with the character 
of the facetious persons to whom they were written, not 
unfrcqucntly appears too extravagant for common use. 
But such stuff suited those to whom it was sent.” {Prof. 
Wilson.) Lockhart practically agrees with this : “to 
be ascribed to his desire of accommodating himself to the 
habits and taste of certain buckish tradesmen of Edin- 
burgh and other such like persons. That he should 
have condescended to any such compliances must be 
regretted; but, in most c.ascs, it would probably be quite 
unjust to push our censure fiirther than this.” 

102.. not master of Engiish />rose. Surely a mis- 
take, even with tlie limitations stated b)' Carlyle. No 
doubt, as Mr. J. Logic Robertson notes, the Kilmarnock 
Preface is “the worst specimen of Burns’s prose that we 
know, probably written in haste, ungrammatical, tauto- 
logical, pedantic, and inconsistent”; and in his dedication 
to the Caledonian Hunt “modem taste is offended 
with the big initial letters, and the personification of 
abstract qualities ", quite in the Stcrnc-Rousseau vein. 
But, on the whole, the style of Bums and his power 
of phrase arc fully as remarkable in his Letters as in his 
verse. 

105. ” travels from Dan. ..all barren". “Ipitythc 
marl who can travel from Dan to Bcersheba, and' cr>-, 
‘'Tis all barren’” (Sterne; Sentimental Journey-. “In 
the street — Calais”). 

106. Crorhford's. Like ‘Almack’s’, fashionable as- 
sembly-rooms and club. 

107. Theocritus. “The following trifles arc not the 
productions of the poet who, with all the advantages of 
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NOTES 


critics that the centrni passage of diaHcrie in Kirk Allo- 
way is rather incredible, and in preferring The Jolly 
Itis masterpiece, which Bums did not value, 
and never printed during his lifetime. 

tzi. blntikrl of the “Nor heaven peep 

through the blanket cf the dark" {Macbeth, i. 5. 53). 

Teniers (died 1649): tire great Dutch painter of 
rustic life. 

Begtrnfs Opera, by Gay, 1727; The Beggar's Bush, 
by John Fletcher, in 1622. 

123. Ossoriiis. Gcronymo Osorio (1 506-1586), “the 
Cicero of Portugal", born at Lisbon and educated at 
Salamanca. His History of Emanuel / in Latin (Eng. 
trans., 1752) is famous for the case and finisli of its style. 

125. Fletcher's aphorism. By Andrew Fletcher of 
Saltoun (1653-1716); but in spirit jit least it had been 
made by Plato, in his Republic. 

126. Ottr Grays and Glovers. Sec above in the 
Goethe Essay. 

Thomas Boston (1677-1732): minister of Ettrick. 

127. "•fervid genists". An allusion to the famous 
phrase “praefervidum ingenium Scotorum”. John Hill 
Burton in the Scot Abroad attributes this to Andrew 
Rivet, a native of Poitou; but he is absurdly wrong: it 
occurs in Buchanan’s History xvi. 51, written when Rivet 
was only a boy of ten. 

our cultsirc suas exclusively French. “The in- 
fluence of French thought was European. The Scotch, 
who had a traditional connection with France, were the 
first importers of the new views. Hume was only three 
years behind Voltaire in the historic field. The Age of 
Louis XIF WM published in 1751, and the first volume 
of the History of England in 1754. But both Hume and 
Robertson surpassed their masters.” (J. C. Morison, 
Gibbon, p. 101.) 

Adam Smith. ' This assertion has been often re- 
peated, but Smith was both prior to, and independent o^ 

( B 85 ) 38s 2 B 



982 

Xjno 3tf) SBM ofj,, :3n;AJj og •(stung) „ ajqqEnbs 
ua^junjp B ui JB3J .inoqjiAt xitu 03 pnB ‘ssb^S Xui gq o; 
JDJB3I I 3J3H '301 OJ A\3n 3UI[5 Blip gij 3J3AL nOpEcJlSSip 
SuuEoa puE 40U 3au333E,t\a jo ssusog -uo v psiiiEO oqAv 
380q4 ipiAV ni gBJ 04 3UI 04 p3n3ddEq 83tni43tU03 4; pUE 
‘jnjSBSDDns Xj 3A 3tiip 4Eq4 4E BEAt 3pB44 pnEqEJ4U0D 3qx 
•3moq UJ04J 3DUE4sip poo3 E ‘4BE03 3nii33nui8 b no jbsX 
ij4n334n3A38 Xm 4U3dg j „ -/Cfapos ^tfpxa axotu , 

*.i 3p;s-niE4iinou4 3tp Suoje ‘qSnoid siq SuTAvogog 

‘Xof ni pnE Xjoi3 ui ps^gsAt oqAv uiijq jq 
ispud sjq UI psqsusd 4Eq4 ]nog ss3{d33i9 sqx 
‘Xog anogsAJBtu 3ip ‘no4j344Eq3 jo 4qSnoq4 j „ 

: j3j>y)Vf) ii/x s.HPiOAt 

-spjOjVV 834onbsiui 3 iXije3 -/Cof ut puv tCtoiS ut -SSi 

•(suing) 

„ ajE34 UI gs an 433 04 psan qaiqM ‘8134431 4ii3pBni spopEj 
pjpunoDB 3i{4 JO uo;p3goD3i sip 4E sgoq 43X uopEuSipui 
XjM,, •su.v3p"uaM fsnfun fo sSutuajvBxiiJ -fti 

•(SiZi-gEpi) 3ipnBjq3ppM 

aEjoaijtq Xq ‘poQ 04 UEin jo uopspi 3^4 jo ‘Xj03ip 3q4 
04 33U3J3J3J UJ \^<CnOUUVtl p3tlStiqVfS3-94(} „ ’zi I 

‘qtm^ S 3 iup£ 01 — 

,iy ‘Xq sanEQ 

‘puEq UI puEq ‘934nuiui ^4^g smoq 833jEp\i 
‘iqSu pappiAt “ingx 
pnEA\ Di3eUI 34p BI 3in8E3ld 3J3gAV 
‘pUE|-XjIEJ p34UEq3U3 .B BJ 
‘puEjsjopun I s,jBj 3BS ‘sjg siqxn 

•sxnoloo 

pontojuoq ut uitti 0; ztv3(f<fv ipp pponz oiff 

3lp JO gJ3Alod 3iqi43nJ4S3pUI 3ip JO 3sn 3q4 lOJ plOIpUEJ 
3l{4 04 piBd SI l{3It{A\ q4IB3 3ip JO 33np0jd 3ip JO uoipod 
4Eip„ BE 4031 S3Uy3p OlJAt ‘(Ergl-zXXl) OplEDiy; PJACCI J° 
3UiBU 3q4 qjIAA p3JBI30SSV OUppOQ ,) 

•33UEJJ UI 3iunfj JO 

3UII4 B JOJ 33U3piS3J 3l{4 ‘lioruy UI ^ 

•Xuiouo33 ]B3i4iiod JO p(3ij 31(4 uj (SsXi-6oZi) 
puqEQ puB (•fiXr-'t’69i) XbuisoQ sio5ucjg jo jjioai oqi 


S310N 



NOTHS 


TT>in 1 cvrr ^vh^ "'9? a prcatrr fool than myself, 
"hrtc woman wa<. the prr*i<’.inp ftar; but he spoke of 
illtch love with the levity of a sailor, which liitherto I 
harf rep.irJrJ. with horror” (Tlums). 

t jS. his ■:vi!d/,ir,'sx'r!l to Srolhud. “ That solemn 
and moving song- -far ami away tire best, I think, and 
the sinccrest thing he left in English — Ihc Gk:^y 
it Foif” (W. E, Henley). 

140. IVnyrViV/w: sddi /ntt/urtt. “Virgil 1 me^ly 
taw," as Ovid, TriitiOy tv. 10. $'> remarks of his prede- 
cessor, not being old enough to know him. 

141. Print of Bttnburys. The lines by John Lang- 
home (1735-1779) in his Ccur.ny Justice {i 77 +~*”“) 
the manner of Crabbe, referring to the camp.aign of 
Minden, and Quebec, the year of I’itt’s greatest triumph, 

'■sg- 

/ svhisprrcd nty inforntatiou. The late Dr. Grosart 
informed me that* this actual print in the actual frame, 
as seen by Burns, still exists. It was given hy Sir Adam 
Ferguson, the son of the Professor, to Robert Chambers, 
and now hangs in the Chambers Institute, Peebles. 
He drew Chambers’s attention to the fact that the name 
of Langhomc is lithographed on the print opposite the hr.es, 
and believed Scott derived his knowledge from the actual 
print, and that long after he had forgotten the source of 
his information. But Lockhart mentions Scott’s early 
“devotion to Langhomc and Mickle". 

14a. Allan Ramsay and Fergnsson. “To the 
genius of a Jlar-.say, or the glorious dawnings of the poor, 
unfortunate Fergusson, he, with equal unaffected sincerity, 
declares that, even in his highest pulse of vanity, he has 
not the rnost distant pretensions. These_ two justly 
admired Scotch poets he has often had in his eye in the 
following pieces ; but rather with a view to kindle at 
at their flame, than for servile imitation." (Burns. 
Preface to Kilmarnock edition.) 

143- sharper feeling of Fortune s, &c. _ Whcri 

I must stalk into a comer, lest the rattling equipage ot 
some gaping blockhead should mangle me in Ae mire, I 
am tempted to exclaim: What merits has he had, or 
what demerits have I had that he is ushered into this 
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NOTES 


allusion te the character of Peregrine Touchwood in 
Scott’s novel of Sf. Ronant IVell, in his “touchy" 
nature. 

iSi. hungriest and vainest of all bipeds. “The 
lawj’ers of Edinburgh in those days, wiUi scarcely an 
exception, being members of the landed aristocracy of the 
countr)-, and forming by far the most influential body 
(at indeed they still do), they were, perhaps, as proud 
a set of men at ever enjoyed the tranquil pleasures 
of unquestioned superiority. What their haughtiness as a 
body was may be guessed, when we know that inferior 
birth was reckoned a fair and legitimate ground for 
excluding any man from the bar.” (Lockhart ; Life of 
Burns, ch. V.) 

of feudal, genealogical temper. He quarrelled 
with his father over the question of entailing the family 
estate. “I had a xealous partiality for heirs male, 
however remote, and in the particular case of our family 
I apprehended that we were under an implied obligation 
to transmit the estate by the same tenure by which we 
held it, which was as heirs male, excluding nearer 
females ’’ (Boswell, who backs up his views by specu- 
lations about Melchisedek, &c.). 

^'hereditary jurisdictions’'. The Act of 174.8, by 
which the arbitrary rights of landed proprietors to exer- 
cise justice upon tlieir estates were abolished, its admin- 
istration being now confined to professional persons, 
Sheriffs Depute (as deputed by the Crown) named for 
each county. 

184. Feast of Tabernacles. “The peculiar satis- 
faction which I experienced in celebrating the festival 
of Easter in St. Paul’s Cathedral; that to my fane)' it 
appeared like going up to Jerusalem at the feast if 
the Passover', and that the strong devotion which 1 felt 
on that occasion diffused its influence on my mind 
through the rest of the year” (Boswell). 

blind old ’a'Oman feeling the cups. “We went 
home^ to his house to tea. Mrs. Williams made it with 
sufficient dexterity, notwithstanding her blindness, though 
her manner of satisfying herself that the cups were full 
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NOTES 


iq8. History mil he attempted^ &c. I have pre- 
ferred to pass over the details of foreign w-ars and diplo- 
macies, the pomp of courts or the intrigues of fsvountcs, and 
to dwell at length on the incidents of the constitutional, 
intellectual, and social advance, in which wc read the 
real historj' of the nation itself. It is with this purpose 
that I have devoted more space to Chaucer than to 
Cress)-, to Carton than to the petty strife of Yorkist and 
Lancastrian. I have striven throughout that it should 
never sink into a drum and trumpet liistor)-.’’ (J. R. 
Green: Preface to Short Hi itotyi) 

199. tnHng notes" . 

“Hear, Land 0’ Cakes and brither Scots 
' ptae Maidenkirk to Johnny Groats, 

If there's a hole in a’ your coats, 

I rede ye tent it; 

A chiel’s among you fakin' notes, 

And faith he ’ll prent it.” 

— Bums: on Grose the antiquary. 

^ 201. Recording Angel. “The accusing spirit, which 

flew up to heaven’s chancery with the oath, blushed as 
he gave it in ; and the recording angel, as he wrote it 
down, dropped a tear upon the word and blotted it out 
for ever" (Steme: Tristram Shandy). 

mneh-enduring. The Homeric epithet of Ulysses, 
battling ten years with his troubles after the siege of 
Troy. 

202. Natns sunt, “I was bom ; I longed to eat : I 
sought (for food) : now satisfied I rest.” 

_ 207. Popinjay. For the Maypole festivities of shoot- 
r Popinjay, sec Scott’s Note A to Old Mortality. 

Mumhojumbo is the ogre of the African Guinea Coast. 

209. imprisoned... never rest.. .waddle. “He had 
only the use of one eye. So morbid was his temperament 
that he never knew the natural jov of a free and vigorous 
use of fjis hmhs : when he walked, it was like the strug- 
gUng gait of one in fetters ; when he rode, he had no 
393 
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NOTES 


~’ 3 - Puffery. See Macaulay's famous castigation of 
^fr. Rchrrt A}of:tgCK(/^''s Pcemt. “ Men of letters have 
accordingly ceased to court individuals, and have begun 
to court the public. They formerly used flattery. They 
now use 

~~S' Osborne. “ It has been confidently related, 
''uth many embellishments, that Johnson one day 
knocked Osborne down in his shop with a folio, and 
put his toot upon his neck. The simple truth 1 had 
from Johnson himself. ‘ Sir, he was impertinent to me, 
2nd I beat him. But it was not in his shop; it was in 
n>y own chamber.’ ” (Boswell.) 

227. idol^caveni. A reference to the eidolon myth of 
the cave in Plato's Republic, according to which men see 
only shadows, not realities. 

~^^- Boh'»gbroh\ Pope’s “guide, philosopher, and 
to whom he was indebted for the philosophy 
on Aian. John Toland (1670-1712) was one 
of the writers in the Deist controversy. 

-29* TruUiber, in Fielding's cir.drev.'s. 

“ 39 - Senaic ~ oJ~ Lilliput Debates, Parliament 
regarded itself as privileged against its debates being 
reported. In 1738 Cave had by way of caution prefaced 
*0 the Gendeman's Magaaine by what he 
wiled an Appendix to Captain Lemuel Gulliver’s 
ccount of the Famous Empire of Lilliput, and Parlia- 
'Ws reported under that name. When Johnson 
oofc them in hand, the disguise was still continued. 

, ^^‘pranstts all the so/tj'le. Without his dinner; 
tn his letter to Cave, in 173S. 

■f'our/h Estate. “ Burke said there were Three 
* Parliament; but, in the Reporters’ GoUer}- 

there sat a Fourth Estate more important for 
man they all •• (Carlyle: The Hero ai Man of Letter,). 

240. St. John's Gate. “He told me, that when he 
rst saw St. John’s Gate, the place where The Gentle- 
tin, Magaaine was originally printed, he beheld it with 

reverence” (Boswell). 
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NOTES 

SaU-cr;arn.ir'^rfr.r (RonvcU: the reference is toVnS'U 
address to his native Italy, in Gearies, n. > 7 a/' 

165. vr.w,r„ //w 5 -v. Front Henrj- the Fifth’s 

address to the troops at Harfleur: 

“ You, good yeomen, 

Whose limbs were made in ^England, shevs ns 
The mettle of your pasture" in- *• ~S’ 


SCOTT 

The Essav appeared in Vol. °“rro- 

irrmaimo-r “He had," says ^ 

mised Mill to review Lockhart^s Lift of ‘ 

which he accomplished iKVttiwK:fl Mtntrva. jn^ster 

nevertheless, is delightfully written, but 

Goethe’s first commandment : it .s almost « 

tive, and therefore almost wholly barren-^ crott as he 
seems to have conceived a tire neglect 

contrasted his inst.intancons triumph ^ . kusmess 

of Bums. He rails at Scott for possessing t o*e business 

aptitudes the lack of which he deplores m others. 

Page zji. Aiiicncan Cooper. , /^ait 

Cooper (i7S9-tb5t), American novelist, author 
of the Mohicans, Prairie, Pathfnder, &c, 

Chinn fo Pern. 

“Let obscrwition, with extensive vie"-,^^ 

OM Hickory. General Andrew 
of the United States (iSag-iSS/). 
toughness as a fighter, 

- • r’-.rlvlr’s favourite gibe at ‘gig- 

zjz. or no ^^ovc) indicating 

manity’, the keeping of a gig fas ; 

respectability. 

V fi.p Quaker 

ayy. Thomas Elhoood Wind; 

friend of Milton, and one of m- Sec. 

author of History of the Lpr of Thomas > 
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Chi:rcli of Scotlantl in^ iSc6 
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“ ■ 


, J.m. Z4, looj, 


i< true 


enlv t.tr ScottV v. jfr. 

•,CZ. Kr.i'x Sc'r;/ sri:o'!n;i:f!,‘r. I" 

R'-A tf DluifUrr he lu-l rkctchcJ hi« r*’”’ *'[ 
hducitir,;;, tcnictc! larpc'.y I')’ ‘>>c !chlrhncs^ of 

the noble! conhscAtin^ Chtirch fiopcrty. 

joj. A-'w/rti/f Tl.c Dcbntahle hanrf bc- 

tv.crn the two kinyJnm-., occupicJ by the Gr.icincj. 

“W.*.! none who rtruch tlir hatp 'o w-cll, 

Within the Ae-/ Drh.-jHf. 

Well fiicndcd, too, hi» hardy kin, 

Whoever ln*t, were Jure to win; , . , e 
They rouplit the hccvr.'i that made their brotn 
In Eneland and in Scotland both. . 

—Scott: Ljv, VI. to. 

30G. DM 0 ihc G>s'. In Scott’s 
r- 61, where he ‘hows tliat as early as iS 9 ^ tne 
Was Well known in England. 

307. Some Charlicshopc. The home of Dandic 
Dlnmont, described in Guy Aianeering, cli. xxin. 

.w Mr. Mitchell says. A reference ‘be rem- 

niiccncc of Scott by his early tutor, the v‘ j'^morc 

Mitchell. ‘'When in eburch, Master alter h 

of a soporific tendenej' than the rest of Tn> >ou g • 

He needed one or other of the family to 
from this it might be inferred that he wou , 
figure on the Sabbath evening when eiwaminc . 
sermons. But none of the children, howe 
could answer as he did." _ 

308. MchLcTois. 

of The Aionh, to whose early work. The J 
Scott contributed. 

3 t 7 . Globe Theatre. If S^^besP'tare^ oMy con^cj^- 
platcd money profits from his criticism ? 

novels, what becomes of much of b- > 

« Yet they have had results,” he admits of the 
Why not admit it of Scott f 
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NOT13S 


319 ' Sm'iii JoJiii S/rrrf. The present No. to. 

330 * ■‘'^Itiiborvniipltosrof’hornip. Scott's name for 
James hallantync from the farce Chrortsnhctdr.thologos by 
Henry Carey, 1734,. 

JctbcdiaJt Cleishbotham, the imaginary editor of the 
TaUi cj My Lcr-.dlcr.i series in the JS'cftrley Novels. 

pi. Brnhntu, John Rr.aham (1774-1S56), the singer 
operatie composer, e.g. of The Anchor's INeigheJ, 
Death of Netsony I\iir.ute Gun at Sea, See. 

. p-. Peter ^Tathteson : Scott's coachman, brothcr- 
sT" f’urdic. Died at Abbotsford, 1S54, aged 

** Automedon for nearly twenty-five years ” 
(Scott, Journal, July 15, iSi.6). 

j^fntda. “The noblest and most celebrated of all his 
doB 5 | might I not say of all dogs that ever shared the 
Wlosvship of man ’’ (Lockhart). He appears as Bevis, 
‘be dog in trooilstook. 

^t^^oncigc of his Redgnunitet. Cristal Nixon; 


336. Fcmey. A hamlet near the territory of Geneva. 
Bjron [Childe Harold, iii. cv.) writes of Gibbon and 
Voltaire: 

Lausanne ! and Ferney I ye have been the abodes 
Of names which unto you bequeath a name, 

"lortals, who sought and found, by dangerous roads, 

A path to perpetuity of fame." 

338. vtentber of his tail. The tail was the retinue 
following of a Highland chief. “Ah,” said he, “if 
you English gentlemen saw but the chief with his fad 
“With his tail on,” echoed Waverley, m some 
surprise. “Yes— that is, with all his house followers, 
"’hen he visits those of the same rank.” fNaverley, 
rb. xvi.) 


339 - Hattitah More. Johnson's blue-stocldng fnend 
(.1744-1833), author of Ca'lebs in Search of a f fife, Feae- 
“flFiey, 1 -c. &c.; Lady Morgan (1783-1859). 
of The mid Irish Girl and society novels. 


ease in his inti. Henry JV, Part I, iii. 3 ' 
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NOTES 


finnt ; the consittnmate decisinne of accurate and inevi- 
laMc common rente, tempered hy tlie most graceful kind- 
ncJt 

346. (x>n/rns/s of costume. “You can hardly read 
any novel of Scott’s and not become better aware what 
public life and political issues mean. And yet there is 
no artificiality, no elaborate attitudinizing before the an- 
tique mirrors of the past, like Bnlwcr's, no dressing out 
of clothes-horses like G. P. R. James.” (Hutton.) 

350. vwh of gentlemen. 

“ Hut for the wits of either Charles' days, 

The mob of gentlemen who wrote with case, 

Sprat, Carew, Scdlcy, and a hundred more, See." 

— Pope: Itr.uations of Horace. 

353. Pierre Dayle (1647-1706), author of the Dk~ 
tisnaire Critijue tt l/ittorijiie. 

355. llfnttlicsv Bramble. The Squire in Smollett’s 
Humphrey Clinker, 

Faust of Mentc, along with Gutenberg and Sehllfter, 
claims the origin of printing from types; died 1466. 

Cadmus of Thebes', the legendary inventor of the 
Greek alphabet. 

“You have the letters Cadmus gave — 

Think ye he meant them for a slave.” 

— B)Ton: The Isles of Greece. 

356. Cost stable mountain, “‘I found Constable 
putting on his nightcap. I staid an hour with him, and 
I have now the pleasure to tel! you that all is right. 
There was not a word of truth in the story — he is as 
fast as Ben Lomond.' But I confess the impression on 
my mind was not a pleasant one. It waj then I began 
to harbour a suspicion ” — that Scott was a partner in the 
concern, and would fall with the failure of Constable. 
(Lockhart.) 

357. 7 'hc noble soar-horse, 'foh^ xjcxix . 19-25. 
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